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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

Midland, Md., April 30, 1904. 

To His Excellency, Edwin Warfield, 
Governor of Maryland. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my fourth report 
as Mine Inspector for Allegany and Garrett counties. 

This report embraces a description of the condition of the coal 
and fire-clay mines, as well as other matter which the law provides 
shall be included in the report. 

As in my three previous reports, in this one the same general 
plan has been followed in the presentation of information. 

There are employed in and around the coal mines : 4,015 miners ; 
1,454 drivers and laborers. Fire-clay mines: 113 miners, 98 
drivers and laborers ; which gives a total employed in and about 
the mines, exclusive of those employed in brick yards, 5,680. 

The law is being generally obeyed and I am satisfied conditions 
in this region will compare favorably with any State or region 
in this country. There have been no serious differences between 
the employers and employees since my last report, although a 
reduction of 5 cents per ton in the price of mining went into 
effect April of this year. 

It was confidently expected that work would be steadier than 
last year. These expectations have not been realized, particularly 
in Garrett county and the lower and western end of Georges 
Creek. There has been a steady improvement in the ventilation 
of the different mines, and while at times it does not come up 
to all the requirements of the law, at no time was any person 
in danger of being injured on this account. As I have noted in 
previous reports, there is no gas in any of the mines in this 
region, consequently an explosion has never occurred. The only 
trouble here is to furnish a sufficient quantity of air and keep 
black damp" from where men work. This is at times somewhat 
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difficult, especially where abandoned mines have been reopened 
or where new openings have been made to get coal that had 
been abandoned. The usual way to work these latter places 
is to drive a heading as close to the outcrop as possible, drive 
air-ways to the outside and drive rooms from the heading to 
where the coal had been taken out. When these rooms reach 
the falls, the openings always release a quantity of "black damp." 
It is unnecessary to make any recommendations as to new laws 
or changes in the present, as another report will be issued before 
the next General Assembly meets. 

JAMES P. CARROLL, 

Inspector. 






•> 4i « 



C 



FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



Mine Inspector for 
Allegany and Garrett Counties 



DESCRIPTION OF MINES. 

CUMBERLAND BASIN COAL COMPANY. 

John Maurice, Superintendent. Jenkins Daniels, Foreman. 

Has two openings, known as the Stafford and McGIone Mines, 
situated near Barrellville, a station on the C. & P. R. R., and 
connected with this road by a branch which connects the com- 
pany's mine at Wellersburg, Pa., with the same road. 

The mines have been worked very little during the past year, 
very seldom having ten men employed. The company has made 
extensive improvements, having built several houses, a fine dump 
and tipple. 

There is no fault to be found with conditions. 



UNION MINING COMPANY. 

Fire-Clay Mine. 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. John Sullivan, Foreman. 

There are altogether five openings — ^the largest is four and 
three-eighths miles from Mount Savage, where the brick works 
are situated. A tramway three miles and an incline one and 



three-eighths miles in length connect the mines with the works. 
The largest opening is near the top of the incline and a short dis- 
tance from the boundary between Allegany and Garrett counties. 

There are but two of these openings in which more than ten 
men are employed. 

The mines are well ventilated by a fan. I have heard at no 
time complaints from miners as to air except on the occasion 
of my last visit. The boiler house had been burned down and 
machinery which run the fan damaged some time previously. 
This, of course, was no fault of the management, who were 
doing all that could be done to have the damage repaired. 

Roads in the upper opening are always muddy and wet, owing 
to the soft nature of the bottom. Everything that could be 
expected has been done to remedy this, but it is almost impos- 
sible to do any better. There is plenty of air circulating, as I 
found on previous visits. There are about one hundred men 
in the largest opening. 

NEW YORK MINING COMPANY. 

Union Mine No. 2. 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. John Sullivan, Foreman. 

Situated near Allegany, on the C. & P. R. R., and is the fourth 
largest opening in this territory, employing about 375 men inside. 
During the past year considerable new territory has been opened 
and opening made to the outside, which were of decided benefit 
in ventilating the mine. The mine is well ventilated by two fans, 
one twenty, the other sixteen feet, and conditions are generally 
good. 

UNION MINING COMPANY. 

Union Mine No. i. 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. M. Hamilton, Foreman. 

Employs about 220 men inside. There is much trouble here 
with "black damp." While the fan forces plenty of air into the 



mine — 58,304 feet per minute on the occasion of my last visit 
(March 23) — ^it has such a long distance to travel before reaching 
the men and trap-doors are depended on for distributing it, that 
it is a difficult matter to keep the mine clear. The parties in 
charge do all that can be expected, and I could suggest no remedy 
that would not be too costly or the putting off of some employees. 
Roads are generally in good condition, and I have no fault to 
find, the law being obeyed as far as possible. 



POTOMAC COAL COMPANY. 



Potomac Mine. 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. P. H. Gallagher, Foreman. 

Situated a short distance west of Barton. Has four openings — 
three in the four-foot and one in what is known locally as the 
"dirty nine-foot." There has been very little work done in these 
openings during the past year; for a time the openings in the 
four-foot vein were closed entirely. Conditions in the four-foot 
are fairly good. In the other opening, which is only new, natural 
ventilation was being depended on and at times air was scarce. 



CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY. 



Ocean No. i. 
E. S. Randolph, Superintendent. P. McMahon, Foreman. 

In point of numbers this mine is second in Allegany county, 
employing about 590 men and boys inside. It is situated at 
Ocean, a station on the C. & P. R. R., and has a very large 
territory opened, connecting with Hoffman, Ocean Nos. 7 and 8 
of the same company, and with Cutter Mine of the Georges 
Creek Coal and Iron Company. 

The mine is well ventilated by two large exhaust fans and 
has several inlets. There are six air locomotives and several 
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mining machines in operation. There is plenty of air circulating, 
drainage is good and roads also. There can be no fault found 
with existing conditions, the law being complied with in evexy 
way. 

Ocean No. 2 and Frost Mines. 

Jas. Weston, Foreman. 

The first (Ocean No. 2), situated a short distance west of 
Frostburg, employs about twelve men. The coal mined is used 
in and around Frostburg. It connects with Frost Mine and, the 
opening being much higher, acts the same as an air shaft. Con- 
ditions always good. 

Frost Mine, situated at Borden, furnishes coal for the C. & P. 
R. R. engines, none being loaded for shipment. The number of 
miners has been decreased during the last year, only about fifteen 
being now employed, to twenty-two last year. Conditions the 
same as Ocean No. 2. 

Ocean No. 3 (Hoffman). 

Jas. Thomas, Foreman. 

There are employed inside this mine about 425 men and boys. 
It is ventilated by a large fan. There is much difficulty experi- 
enced in this mine to comply with the law regarding ventilation. 
On the occasion of my last two visits there was not a sufficient 
quantity of air circulating in two headings. This was accounted 
for by the fact that improvements were being made in the main 
air-way, which made the opening of some trap-doors necessary. 
Miners and laborers in this mine are not as careful as they should 
be in obeying the law. I have found doors (or as they are better 
known, "slides" on brattices) left open. It can never be learned 
who is responsible for this. The air has a long distance to travel, 
the slope alone being 7,000 feet, and the great majority of miners 
work a mile and more from the bottom of the slope. The mine 
is very wet and requires constant vigilance. The roadways are 
frequently covered with water. 



Ocean No. 3j4 (Eckhart). 
Daniel Krapff, Foreman. 

This mine is in the Tyson vein and is situated on a branch of 
the C. & P. R. R. The first shipment was made in June, 1903. 
Natural ventilation has been depended on so far, and has been 
giving satisfaction. Not more than an average of twelve men 
have been employed during the year. 

There has been no coal shipped from the big vein since my last 
report. 

Ocean No. 7 (Klondike.) 
J. Jenkins, Foreman. 

This is the largest and best equipped mine in the region, 
employing about 650 men and boys inside. There are two open- 
ings. In the larger opening are three slopes, known as the "Old 
Slope," "New Slope" and "Midway." The "New Slope" was 
driven from Ocean No. i and the grade is very heavy. The 
other opening, or New Mine, is in the opposite hill and connects 
with Carlos Mine. The slopes are ventilated by a large force fan 
and the New Mine by a smaller (16-foot) fan. At times there 
is considerable complain about "black damp" in the "Old Slope" 
where pillars are being drawn. There is plenty of air sent into the 
mine and it is generally well distributed. 

Roads and drainage are in fair condition. 

On the whole, the mining law is being complied with as nearly 
as can be expected, and conditions generally are good. 

Ocean No. 7 (Tyson). 

An opening in the small vein. Has but a few men employed, 
and does not come under the law. 

Ocean No. 8. 

Chas. Leighton, Foreman. 

Situated near Midland, and has about seventy-five men 
employed inside. It is one of the many inlets for Ocean No. i. 
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A small air locomotive hauls the coal from inside the mine to the 
dump. The mine is always found in good condition and the law 
obeyed. 

Ocean No. 9. 
Joseph Radcliff, Foreman. 

Two drift openings in the Tyson vein, situated on the C. & P. 
R. R. near Union Mine No. 2. The coal mined here is almost 
entirely used by C. & P. engines. About twenty men are employed. 
Natural ventilation is depended on and has so far been giving 
satisfaction. 

No fault can be found with conditions. 

BARTON AND GEORGES CREEK VALLEY COAL CO. 

A. Hitchins, Superintendent. 

Carlos Mines. 

Harry Hitchins, Foreman. 

This company operates four mines, known as Carlos Mines. 
They are situated on the Carlos Branch of the C. & P. R. R. 
There are three drift and one slope openings. A large fan 
ventilates the slope and one of the drifts, the others are venti- 
lated by natural means. 

Some "black damp" is encountered at times in one of the 
drifts, but as but little coal is in it only a few men are employed, 
who do not attempt to work when the air is bad. In the slope 
there is always found more air circulating than the law requires. 

The law is complied with in every way and conditions are good. 

PIEDMONT AND GEORGES CREEK COAL COMPANY. 

J. S. Brophy, Superintendent. 

Washington Mine No. i. 

Martin Coudry, Foreman. 

Situated on the Eckhart Branch of the C. & P. R. R. About 
eighty-five men and boys are employed in the three openings, 
which are ventilated by natural means. The openings connect 
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with the old or abandoned workings of Hoffman and Eckhart 
Mines, and there are times when it is very difficult to furnish 
the required amount of air to some portions of the mine. 

However, on the whole the law is obeyed and conditions fair. 

Washington No. 2. 
Phillip Brown, Foreman. 

Three openings near No. i in the opposite hill. One opening 
is in the big vein, the others in the small or Tyson vein. The 
big vein is ventilated by natural means and at times air is not 
very good ; but it is seldom more than ten men are in the mine 
at one time, and it would be almost impossible to do any better 
than has been done. 

The other two openings are ventilated by a splendid fan, which 
was placed during the year. While this fan is not so large as 
some in the region, it is, in my opinion, superior to any in opera- 
tion, and is giving entire satisfaction. 

About seventy-five men and boys are employed in these open- 
ings and conditions generally are good. 

Washington No. 3. 
M. P. Fahey, Foreman. 

Situated near Franklin, on the C. & P. R. R., and was known 
as Tacoma Mine until purchased by this company from the 
Dickey-Gibson Co. Since the new management took charge many 
and important improvements have been made and are being made. 
The mine is a drift in the six-foot vein and about eighty-seven 
men and boys are employed inside. It is ventilated by a fan 
which gives entire satisfaction. A new opening has been made 
during this year which will give natural drainage, a new air-way 
and nice regular grade. 

A new tipple will be built and the new opening made the 
main heading for gettiilg out coal. 

Taken altogether, the law is obeyed in every way and the mine 
is in splendid condition. 
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H. & W. A. HITCHINS COMPANY. 

Borden Mine. 
Robt. Harvey, Superintendent and Foreman. 

There are several openings into the big vein, only one of 
which has been worked lately with about forty-five men and 
boys inside. 

Natural ventilation, conditions generally good and the law 
being complied with. 

MIDLAND MINING COMPANY. 

Wm. Somerville, Superintendent. 

Trimble Mine. 

John Stime, Foreman. 

This mine is situated about midway between Mount Savage 
and Morantown, on the C. & P. R. R. 

Coal ranges from three to six feet in thickness, and an incline 
is used to bring the coal over from the openings to the dump. 

The first shipment was made Augfust 7, 1903. There has been 
very little work done in this mine since it has been opened. 
About twenty-four men are employed, or were the only time 
I found the mine working. Natural ventilation is depended on, 
and the law has been obeyed so far as I have been able to learn. 

There are two openings, but one being worked. 

Enterprise Mine. 

John Askey, Foreman. 

Situated near Midland, on a branch of the C. & P. R. R. 
Drift opening, natural ventilation. About fifty men employed in 
the mine. The law is complied with and conditions generally 
good. 
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MOSCOW-GEORGES CREEK COAL COMPANY. 

W. A. Somerville, Superintendent 

Moscow Mine No. i. 

N. Somerville, Foreman. 

This mine is situated a short distance east of Barton, on the 
C. & P. R. R. ; is a drift opening and ventilated by a small fan. 
Twenty-two men and boys inside. Conditions fairly good. 



Moscow Mines Nos. 2 and 3. 

On the opposite side of Georges Creek to No. i, and under 
the same management, consist of three openings, one in the big 
vein, the others in the four-foot. 

At no time were ten men employed in either of the openings; 
consequently they did not come under the law. 

This company has built a splendid tipple and incline to their 
big vein ; the tipple will also be used to dump the small-vein coal. 
They have also put in a good siding connecting with the C. & P. 
R.R. 

ROCK VEIN COAL COMPANY. 

S. F. Shelly, Superintendent. 

Pine City Mine No. i. 

D. T. Williams, Foreman. 

This mine is situated at Short Gap, about one and one-quarter 
miles east of Clarysville. There are altogether three openings, 
employing fifteen men inside and seven outside. The coal is 
four feet in height and is taken from the openings to the railroad 
(the Eckhart Branch of the C. & P. R. R.) by an aerial wire rope. 
There are twelve buckets on the line, each holding about 10 cwt. 
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It is an automatic system, the buckets releasing and hooking on 
of their own accord. The rope moves continually, the power 
being furnished by a 33-horse-power engine and 50-horse-power 
boiler. 



SUMMIT COAL COMPANY. 

MoNTELL Mine. 

Chas. Connors, Superintendent and Foreman. 

This mine, situated a short distance east of Vale Summit along 
the G. C. & C. R. R., was abandoned several years ago and has 
been recently reopened. It does not come under the provisions 
of the law, as ten men are not employed inside. No doubt in 
the near future it will add considerably to the output from this 
region, as the present management is making extensive improve- 
ments and pushing the work rapidly. 

GEORGES CREEK COAL AND IRON COMPANY. 

Robert L. Somerville, Superintendent. 

No. I AND Cutter Mines. 

These mines are always found in good condition. Very little 
coal now being in No. i. About eighty men employed in both 
mines. 

This company, during the year just past, has made openings 
into the small or Tyson vein and has been shipping the coal over 
the G. C. & C. R. R. There is a large territory belonging to 
this company underlaid with this vein and a very costly appa- 
ratus is being constructed to convey the coal from the openings 
to the siding at No. i Mine which connects with the C. & P. R. R. 
At present there is only natural ventilation, but as only fifteen 
men are employed, it has been giving entire satisfaction. 

Mr. Richard Spear has charge of these openings as well as 
No. I and Cutter. 
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No. 3, No. 9 AND No. 10. 
John Boyd, Foreman. 

No. 3, better known as Pine Hill, situated about midway 
between Midland and Lonaconing, employs about five men inside, 
a drift opening natural ventilation, and is always found in good 
condition. 

No. 9, or Columbia, and No. lo are situated at Gilmore. Both 
are drifts with natural ventilation, the coal from both being 
shipped over the G. C. & C. R. R. No. lo is a new opening 
that does not yet come within the provisions of the law. About 
twenty men employed in No. 9, and conditions fair. The law 
is complied with. 

NEW CENTRAL COAL COMPANY. 
D. Sinclair, Superintendent. 

KooNTZ Mine. 
Wm. Thompson, Foreman. 

There are two openings here, one in the big vein, the other in 
the Tyson. In the big vein there are about 100 men employed, 
forty of whom work at night. The roof is very dangerous, and 
that more accidents have not occurred is due to the extraordinary 
watchfulness and care of miners and foreman. 

In the small vein no coal had been mined since 1900 until the 
early part of last year, and on the occasion of my last visit 
(April 16) there were but fourteen men in the mine. There is 
sufficient air circulating and the mine is in good condition. 

LONACONING COAL COMPANY. 

J. J. Dobbie, Superintendent. 

Shamrock Mine. 

Thos. Keating, Foreman. 

This mine, situated a short distance east of Lonaconing, coal 
being shipped over the G. C. & C. R. R., is nearly worked out. 
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only a few pillars remaining. About twenty-five men employed 
inside. Conditions are as good as can be expected. 

MARYLAND COAL COMPANY. 

F. E. Brackett, Superintendent. 

Appleton Mine. 

Wm. Dodds, Foreman. 

About 125 men are employed in this mine, which is ventilated 
by an exhaust fan which furnishes a great deal more air than 
is required by law. Roads are in good condition, and it is a very 
rare thing to hear any complaint from this mine. 

New Detmold Mine. 

August Ricker, Foreman. 

About 140 men and boys employed in this mine. It is ventilated 
by a fan and the air is well distributed. Conditions are in every 
way about the same in the mines of this company, particular 
attention being given to keeping a fair turn. 

AMERICAN COAL COMPANY. 

Isaac Bradbum, Superintendent. 

Jackson Mines. 

John Peel, Foreman. 

There are altogether twelve openings working, eleven in the 
big vein, one in the small vein. 

In the small vein there are thirty-four men employed. The 
mine is ventilated by natural means, and I always found a suffi- 
cient quantity of air circulating. 
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In the big vein about 150 men and boys inside, many of whom 
work night shift. 

In No. 5 opening the most men are employed — about fifty- 
three, or one-third of the total. There is a large fan here which 
furnishes air for this opening. 

The other openings depend on natural ventilation, but as they 
are all nearly worked out, men have no cause to complain. On 
the whole conditions are good. 

Caledonia Mines. 
Wm. Williamson, Foreman. 

The Tyson and big veins are worked here. At no place in 
the region is the Tyson so thick as here; it will average nearly 
five feet. 

Natural ventilation is depended on, and at times the air is not 
so good. I never found it, however, when a sufficient quantity 
was not circulating. The drainage is good and roads dry. About 
forty-eight men in this mine. 

Big vein — ^fifty-nine men and boys inside. Natural ventilation, 
but as the main heading is driven close to the crop it is very little 
trouble or expense to open a place to daylight, consequently 
there is little fault to be found on account of air. During this 
year a new opening has been made and a tramway built connect- 
ing it with the top of the mine. A small locomotive has been 
placed on the tramway, which enables the company to save 
considerable in the haulage of the coal. Conditions fairly good. 

PIEDMONT MINING COMPANY. 

Geo. P. King, Superintendent. 

Pekin Mine. 

John Carder, Foreman. 

This mine has been opened during the last year and an incline 
and tramway, which were in use when the Atlantic Coal Com- 
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pany Worked a mine with the same name, were repaired and 
more tramway built. The coal that is being taken out was aban- 
doned by the Maryland Coal Company. 

The tipple is situated at Pekin, a station on the C. & P. R. R., 
over which road the coal is shipped. About forty-three men are 
employed inside, and a small steam locomotive hauls the coal 
from the openings to head of incline. Air courses are driven 
to daylight, and the law is complied with in every way. 

Moscow Mine. 

John Creighton, Foreman. 

This mine has been idle for some time. It is situated near 
Barton, on the C. & P. R. R., and employs twenty-two men. 
Conditions generally were fair. 



CHAPMAN COAL MINING COMPANY. 

Wm. J. Barnard, Superintendent. 

SwANTON Mines. 

There are three openings here in three different — four-foot, 
big vein and Tyson. 

Four-Foot Mine. 

John Bucklen, Foreman. 

This mine had been worked, as stated in my last report, on 
the "long wall system" previous to this company taking charge 
of it. They have changed this and driven a heading through 
the mountain which will give them an opportunity to always 
have plenty of good air. 

Previous to getting this heading through, conditions as to air 
were certainly not all the law required. At present there is no 
fault to find. There are about twenty men in this mine. 
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Tyson and Big Vein Mines. 

John Bral, Foreman. 

In the Big Vein there is nothing but crop coal, and never more 
than twelve men, divided on two shifts. 

The Tyson vein is being pushed with about twenty men inside. 
All these openings depend on natural ventilation, which has so 
far been giving satisfaction. 

FROSTBURG COAL MINING COMPANY. 

S. D. Hoye, Superintendent. 

Morrison Mine. 

L. Donahoe, Foreman. 

There are two openings here, one in the three- the other in 
the four-foot seam. Machines are used altogether for mining 
the coal in the smaller vein. In the four-foot only a few men 
have been employed at one time. There has been very little 
work done here during the past year. The mine is not kept in 
as good condition as it should be. Nearly every visit I found 
a new foreman or superintendent, and never found the same set 
of miners. About twenty-five men were employed when I visited 
it last April. 

PHOENIX MINING COMPANY. 

Joseph H. McGovem, Superintendent. 

Phoenix Mine. 

John Rankin, Foreman. 

This mine, situated about three-quarters of a mile east of Frank- 
lin, on the C. & P. R. R., employs about forty-five men inside 
and is reached by two inclines. Natural ventilation and conditions 
fairly good, the law being complied with in every particular. 
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CUMBERLAND AND GEORGES CREEK COAL CO. 

J. L. Connard, Superintendent and Foreman. 

Penn Mine. 

This is an opening in the four-foot vein a short distance east 
of Franklin, and is reached by an incline. It is ventilated by a 
furnace, which so far has given satisfaction. There was very 
little coal mined here during the past, very rarely being ten 
men in the mine at one time. 

About the loth of March a check weighman was put on at 
the scales, some of the miners thinking they were not getting 
just weight. At this time there were twenty-eight men employed. 
He was kept only a short time, not because the operators objected, 
I understand, but he could not collect his pay. 

PIEDMONT AND CUMBERLAND COAL COMPANY. 

F. A. Sharpe, Superintendent. 

Hampshire Mine. 

Jas. McDonald, Foreman. 

Very little coal has been mined here during the past year. 
Since my last report the big vein of this company has been 
entirely worked out. 

The opening now working is in the six-foot seam and employs 
about eighty men inside. The mine is ventilated by a fan, which 
generally gives satisfaction. There was a break in the machinery 
which runs the fan and the mine was in bad condition for a short 
time. The law is being complied with and conditions fair. 

DAVIS COAL AND COKE COMPANY. 

O. Tibbetts, Superintendent. 

Buxton Mine. 

Robt. Grant, Foreman. 

This mine has heretofore been reported in Garrett county, 
and a great part of it is, but the opening is in Allegany, a short 
distance from where the Savage empties into the Potomac River. 
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It is the largest opening in this region in the six-foot vein, 
employing about 200 men and boys inside. The mine is venti- 
lated by two fans, one on each side of the main opening, which 
furnish at all times more than the required amount of air. The 
air is conducted to the different headings by trap-doors which 
are attended to by boys hired for the purpose. The doors are 
not given the attention they should. This, in my opinion, is not 
the fault of the management, who must depend on these parties 
to do what they are paid. No miner or driver will complain 
to the foreman, although he (the miner) is being injured by 
carelessness on the part of those having charge of doors. I can 
make no suggestion to remedy this evil, except more watchful- 
ness on the part of the foreman or his assistants. 



Franklin Mine. 

Henry Biggs, Foreman. 

This mine was in the big vein and the last coal was mined 
about April i. During the year there were about forty-five men 
and boys employed working a day and night shift, about half 
of them on each shift or turn. Natural means were used for 
ventilation, and satisfaction was generally given. The coal from 
both these mines was weighed and dumped in West Virginia 
and shipped over the W. Va. C. & P. R. R. 

G. C. PATTISON COAL COMPANY. 

Pattison Mine. 

Carroll Pattison, Superintendent and Foreman. 

Situated a short distance west of Bloomington, on the B. & O. 
R. R. ; an opening in the six-foot, also one in the four- foot veins. 
During the year there has been very little work done in either 
opening. At no time was there more than six or eight men 
in the four-foot. The other opening is ventilated by a fan, and 
conditions generally are satisfactory. About thirty men and boys 
employed. 
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MONROE COAL MINING COMPANY. 

Wm. McFarlane, Superintendent. 

Barnum Mines. 

Wm. Beaver, Foreman. 

Situated at Barnum, on the W. Va. C. & P. R. R., about eight 
miles south of Westernport. Two veins are being worked, the 
four- and six-foot, an opening in each. 

The upper, or four-foot, is ventilated by natural means, and 
is not always found in as good condition as it should be. The 
lower is well ventilated by a fan and always found in good 
condition. 

The mining in the lower is done with machinery, the only mine 
in Garrett county where machines are used. 

Conditions generally good and the law complied with. Forty 
men in small vein, twenty-five in big vein. 



BLAINE MINING COMPANY. 

S. B. Brydon, Superintendent. 

Blaine Mine. 

W. M. Drainer, Foreman. 

Situated on the W. Va. C. & P. R. R., about eighteen miles 
south of Westernport; an opening in the six-foot vein, employ- 
ing about seventy men and boys inside. A fan has been put In 
operation at this mine during this year and many improvements 
made inside. The mine is well ventilated and drained, and the 
law complied with in every way. 
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GARRETT COUNTY COAL MINING COMPANY. 

H. B. Douglas, Superintendent. 
Dill Mine. 

This mine, situated near Blaine Mine, has been worked very 
little during the past year. On but one of my visits did I find it 
working, and then it was very poorly ventilated. 

About twenty men and boys inside. 

DoDSON Mine. 

T. F. Malloy, Foreman. 

This mine has been opened during the last year. The company 
has gone to considerable expense and laid out a nice village and 
built several houses close to the mine. It is situated a short 
distance south of Harrison, and the tipple or dump is connected 
with the W. Va. C. & P. R. R. by a siding; a substantial bridge 
crosses the Potomac River. 

There are two openings, but one of which has been developed 
so far to any extent. The mine is well laid off and an up-to-date 
system inaugurated. 

At present it is ventilated by a furnace, which gives entire 
satisfaction. When necessary a fan can be be placed in operation 
with very little trouble or expense. On my last visit there were 
seventy-five men and boys employed inside. Conditions were 
good and the law being complied with in every way. 

UPPER POTOMAC MINING COMPANY. 

F. L. Grammar, Superintendent and Foreman. 

This mine is situated about twenty-five miles south of Western- 
port, on the W. Va. C. & P. R. R. The first coal was shipped 
from here in October, 1903. Very little progress has been made 
so far, on account of a very serious explosion which has retarded 
the work. This opening does not come under the provisions 
of the law, as at no time have ten men been employed. 
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BATEMAN COAL COMPANY. 

H. E. Gray, Superintendent 

Alice Mine. 

Felix Roth, Foreman. 
Situated at Stoyer, a station on the W. Va. C. & P. R. R., 
thirty miles south of Westemport ; made the first shipment Octo- 
ber 28, 1903. This mine came under the law about the first of 
the year. I was not notified there was an opening here imtil 
the latter end of February, and visited it March 3, the only visit 
I made. There had been very little attention paid to the law 
previous to my visit, but I was assured the law would be com- 
plied with in the future. I found fifteen men in the mine ; there 
were two shifts being worked, with the same number in each 
shift. Natural ventilation was depended on, and was not giving 
satisfaction. 



LAKE PORTS-ATLANTIC COAL AND COKEf COMPANY. 

Black Diamond Mine. 

Peter Donay, Superintendent and Foreman. 

Situated one and one-quarter miles north of Grorman. Made 
first shipment November 24, 1903. Only a few men have been 
employed in this mine at any time. 



FIRE-CLAY MINES. 

Big Savage Fire-Brick Company. 

J. N. Benson, General Manager. J. J. Maury, Foreman. 

These are new works that have been in operation but a short 
time, the first clay being mined last fall. 
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The works are situated at Allegany, a small station on the 
C. & P. R. R., east of Frostburg. The clay mined is the well- 
known Mount Savage fire-clay, which has been in use for more 
than fifty years. The Coal used is taken from the same opening 
as the clay. 

At present there are employed in the mine rhirty-one men and 
boys, besides two other laborers. The mine is ventilated by natural 
means and all the requirements of the law are being complied 
with. 

Savage Mountain Fire-Brick Company. 

E. G. Buckingham, Manager. C. H. Shuckhart, Foreman. 

The mine of this company is situated three miles west of 
Frostburg, and is in Garrett county. There are from eight to 
ten men employed in the mine. The clay is loaded into wagons 
and hauled over the National Road to Frostburg, where the brick 
yard is located and where about thirty-five men and boys are 
employed. Natural ventilation is used in the mine, and there 
is never any cause to find fault. 



FATAL ACCIDENTS 



1903. 

1. May 8. — Noah Skidmore, miner; residence, Frostburg; married. Was 

killed by fall of roof coal in Union Mine No. i, of the Union Mining 
Company. His place was well timbered and it was purely an accident. 

2. May 9. — ^Wm. Drummond, driver ; age 19 ; residence, Frost Mine. Fell 

between- loaded cars and was badly crushed, dying three days later. 

3. June I. — Henry Munson, fire-clay miner; age 28; single; residence, 

Hancock, Md. While he and two other men were lifting a car on 
the track a large piece of soapstone fell, killing him instantly. 

4. June 24. — ^James Lee, miner; age 14; residence, Eckhart Was killed 

by fall of roof coal in Hoffman Mine. He was a considerable dis- 
tance back from his working place; the coal supporting one end of 
a bar gave way, letting the bar and about fifteen tons down on him. 

5. August 24. — David Percy, laborer; age 62; residence, Lonaconing. 

While greasing rollers on the incline at Caledonia Mine was struck 
by trip of loaded cars and killed instantly. 

6. August 22. — ^Thos. F. Smith, brakeman on air motor ; aee — ; married ; 

residence, Shaft. Was caught between motor and loaded car and 
killed instantly in Hoffman Mine. 

7. October 30. — Greenbury Twigg, box-car loader; age 47; married; resi- 

dence, Frostburg. Was caught between side of car and hopper on 
box-car loader at Ocean No. 7. 

8. December 23. — Wm. Wilson, Sr., miner ; age about 70 ; residence, Lona- 

coning. Was killed by fall of roof coal in Appleton Mine. 

1904. 

9. February 23. — Wm. Schmidt, laborer; age 28; married; residence, 

Blaine. Was killed by blast of dynamite in Upper Potomac Mine. 
I did not know there was such a mine until some time after this 
accident. There were nine men in the mine when the accident 
occurred. The main heading where blasting was being done was 
650 feet from the mouth of the mine, and Schmidt was about fifty 
feet from the opening. He was blown about 200 feet and lodged in 
. the fork of a tree. From inquiries made I learned there was a heavy 
charge of dynamite put off, the shock causing other dynamite some 
distance back to explode. 

10. March 31. — ^Joseph Benson, age 15 ; laborer ; residence, Frostburg. Was 
killed on tramway at Big Savage Fire-Clay Mine. Four cars were 
being run down the tramway when a wheel fell off of one of the 
cars, letting the car down and causing two other cars to jump off 
the track, on one of which was some 2x3-inch lumber. This lumber 
was pushed back and caught Benson, who was riding, in the stomach. 
He died about seven hours afterwards. 
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11. February 8. — Edward Rizer, age 45; married; residence, Mount Savage. 

Was killed by fall of roof in Big Savage Fire-Clay Mine. He was 
not employed in the mine, but had gone in with a friend who was a 
coal miner. Some men near him told him he was in a dangerous 
place, but he did not get out in time. None of the authorities knew 
he was in the mine. 

12. April 14. — Harry Klemoff, scraper; age — ; single; residence, Ocean. 

While scraping for mining machine the breast coal fell, killing him 
almost instantly, in Ocean No. i. 



NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS 

1903. 

Union Mine No. 2. 

1. May 30. — Charles Stevens, miner; age 35; married; residence, Alle- 

gany. Cut his foot while timbering. 

2. May 22. — ^Addison Smith, miner; age 50; married; residence, Moran- 

town. Breast slate fell on him, severely bruising his back and side. 

3. June 4. — Wm. Porter, roadman; age 18; residence, Allegany. Cut his 

finger with an axe. 

4. June 5. — Wm. Dean, miner; age 15; residence, Borden. Back and leg 

injured by fall of breast slate. 

5. June 8. — Charles Grainer, miner; age 20; single; residence, Allegany. 

Had his foot caught between cars. 

6. June 10. — ^James Gordon, driver; age 23; married; residence, Borden. 

Foot squeezed between cars. 

7. July 22. — Edward Galaway, driver; age 24; single; residence, Alle- 

gany. Jumping off trip had his head and hip slightly bruised. 

8. September 25. — Thomas Kenny, miner ; age 25 ; single; residence. Mount 

Savage. Back and head bruised by fall of breast slate. 

9. October 3. — Wm. McDonald, miner; age 20; residence, Frostburg. 

Back and side slightly injured by fall of breast slate. 

10. November 5.— George Bailey, laborer; age 40; single; residence, Cum- 

berland. While unloading a car slightly injured by piece of slate. 

11. November 27. — ^Wm. Hager, miner; age 15; residence, Borden. Leg 

broken and skull fractured by fall of breast slate. 

12. December 11. — Sam Serwann, miner; age 23; single; residence, Moran- 

town. Nose broken by piece of breast slate. 

1904. 

13. January 6. — Charles Harden, driver; age 24; married; residence, Moran- 

town. Caught between two cars, leg slightly hurt. 

14. February 5. — Andrew Rosspi, miner ; age 35 ; married ; residence, Frost- 

burg. Back injured by fall of breast slate. 

15. February 6. — Frank Anton, miner ; age 30 ; single ; residence, Frostburg. 

Car jumped the track and caught his fingers between it and a prop. 

16. February 11. — Verus Workman, driver; age 22; single; residence, Frost- 

burg. Car jumping track caught his foot, taking part of it off. 

17. March 4. — Howard Shaffer, dumpman; age 24; married; residence, 

Frostburg. A piece of coal fell off a car, mashing his hand. 
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i8. March 8. — Sam Hemwright, miner ; age 35 ; married ; residence, Mount 
Savage. Breast coal cut his back and leg. 

19. March 8. — ^Harry Porter, miner ; age 25 ; married ; residence, Frostburg. 

Injured about the body by fall of breast slate. 

20. March 10. — Wm. Domdary, driver; age 22; married; residence, Frost- 

burg. Kicked in the face by a horse, injury slight. 

21. March 12. — Robert Hamilton, driver; age 20; single; residence, Alle- 

gany. Had his leg fractured by fall of roof coal. 

22. March 19. — ^John Webster, miner; age 58; married; residence, Frost- 

burg. Back and otherwise injured by fall of breast slate. 

Hoffman Mine. 

1903. 

23. May 2. — ^Joseph Brown, miner; married; residence, Frostburg. Toe 

mashed by fall of breast coal. 

24. July 10. — ^James Price, miner ; age 17 ; single ; residence, Frostburg. Side 

and back hurt by fall of rib coal. 

25. November 28. — George Scott, brakeman on air motor ; age 21 ; single ; 

residence. Vale Summit. Had three of his fingers taken off by motor. 

26. December 9. — Wm. Switzer, miner; age 30; single; residence, Frost- 

burg. Leg broken and back hurt by fall of roof coal. 

1904. 

27. January 13. — ^Wm. Carter, laborer; age 27; single; residence, Hoffman. 

Leg caught between empty mine cars. 

28. February 15. — ^Thos. Delaney, miner; age 48; married; residence, Eck- 

hart. Leg broken by fall of roof coal. 

29. February 20. — Peter Hughes, coal inspector ; age 45 ; married ; residence, 

Hoffman. Leg squeezed by empty mine cars. 

Ocean No. 7 (Klondike). 

1903. 

30. May 4. — Levi Shockey, miner ; age 29 ; married ; residence, Lonaconing. 

His brother stuck a pick in his arm. 

31. May 10. — ^James Davis, driver; age 24; single; residence. Lord. Arm 

caught between mine cars. 

32. July 20. — Henry Strickland, scraper; age 20; residence, Lord. Foot 

hurt by fall of breast coal. 

33- July 24. — George Whitfield, Jr., miner; age 18; residence. Midland. 
Leg broken by fall of breast coal. 

34. July 31. — ^John Taylor, miner ; age 45 ; married ; residence. Shaft. Bar 

fell on his foot; injury slight. 

35. July 31. — Harmon Getson, roadman; age 28; single; residence, Lona- 

coning. Arm cut by splinter of iron. 

36. August 12. — Snyder Washington, driver; age 30; married; residence, 

Frostburg. Kicked by mule; injury slight. 

37. August 3. — ^John Plummer, coupler; age 14; residence. Shaft. Hand 

caught by car. 

38. August 21. — Louis Spiker, carpenter ; age 35 ; married ; residence, Lord. 

Leg caught between cars. 
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No. I Union. 
1903. 

39. June 13. — Frank Shay, trapper; age^ 15; residence, Frostburg. Car 

jumped the track and mashed his foot so badly it was amputated. 

Ocean No. i. 

1903. 

40. June 19. — Bernard Killduff, car coupler; age 17; residence, Midland. 

Struck by haulage rope ; ankle badly bruised. 

41. July 18. — iWm. Broderick, brakeman on motor ; age 19 ; residence, Mid- 

land. Slightly injured by falling in front of empty cars while 
trying to make a flying switch. 

42. August 28. — ^Michael Delaney, brakeman on motor ; age 37 ; single ; resi- 

dence, . Leg crushed by motor. 

43. December 18. — ^Thos. Taylor, Jr., car coupler; age 18; residence. Mid- 

land. Struck by mine cars; collar bone broken and other injuries. 

44. December 28. — Terrence Corrigan, engineer on air motor ; single ; resi- 

dence. Midland. Had his foot crushed by motor. 

1904. 

45. April 27. — ^Myles Thompson, miner; age 42; married; residence. Mid- 

land. Leg broken by fall of breast coal. 

46. April 9. — John Barber, scraper; single; residence. Vale Summit. Injured 

by fall of breast coal. 

47. April 9. — Isaac Miller, driver; age — ; single; residence, Gilmore. 

Car run over his foot. 

48. April 27. — Long, extra driver; age — ; single; residence, Gil- 

more. Injured by fall of breast coal. 

Ocean No. 9. 

1904. 

49. January 7^. — Ralph Barber, miner; age 19; residence, Vale Summit. 

Injured slightly by fall of rock. 

Ocean No. 8. 

1903. 

50. July 18. — Henry C. Cutter, miner; age 34; residence, Lonaconing. Col- 

lar bone broken by fall of breast coal. 

51. September 25. — Wm. Thompson, miner; age 30; single; residence, 

Frostburg. While attempting to jump on motor train had his back 
injured. 

52. September 26. — Charles Clark, miner ; age 25 ; single ; residence, Frost- 

burg. Had his leg and nose broken by fall of breast coal while 
scraping after mining machine. 
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Carlos Mine. 

1903. 

53. October 30. — ^Joseph Martin, miner; age 16; residence, Grahamtown. 

Had his leg and three ribs broken and was otherwise injured by fall 
of roof coal. 

Washington Mine No. 3. 

1903. 

54. May 8. — I. N. Loyd, miner; age 42; married; residence, Westernport. 

Had his leg slightly injured by fall of draw slate. 

Pine City Mine No. i. 

1903. 

55. September 28. — ^John B. Jenkins, outside laborer ; age — ; married ; resi- 

dence. Frost Min«. While rolling a stone he fell and broke his leg. 

1904. 

56. December 18. — ^Jacob Blubaugh, Sr., miner ; age 40 ; married ; residence, 

Swanton. Had his foot caught between bumper of car and frog. 

Moscow Mine. 
1904. 

57. January 26. — Otto Winkler, miner; age 30; single; residence, Barton. 

Had his back slightly injured by fall of roof coal. 

58. August 3. — ^John Skidmore, miner ; age 35 ; married ; residence, Moscow. 

Foot badly mashed by fall of roof coal. 

Pekin Mine. 

1904. 

59. March 29. — ^J. Egan, driver; age 26; single; residence, Westernport. 

Had his foot mashed between the bumpers of mine cars. 

60. April 18. — H. Evans, miner; age 27; residence, Pekin. Slightly injured 

about the breast by fall of breast coal. 

Phoenix Mine. 

1903. 

61. December 21. — ^Henry Shrout, miner; age 30; married; residence, West- 

ernport. Had his leg slightly sprained by car running on it. 

Buxton Mine. 
1903. 

62. October 14. — ^John Goodwin, miner ; age 28 ; married ; residence, Savage, 

W. Va. Had his leg broken in two places by rock falling out of roof 
while he was loading a car. 
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Barnum Mine. 
1903. 

63. May 4. — ^John Warnick, miner ; age 27 ; married ; residence, Bethel, Md. 

Slightly injured by explosion of can of powder. 

64. May 4. — Wm. Barnard, age 32; married; residence, Walnut Bottom. 

Slightly injured by fall of top coal. 

65. December i. — ^J. H. Conley, scraper; age 25; single; residence, Luke, 

Md. Had his hand caught between fall of rock and pavement. 

Jackson Mine. 

1903. 

66. July 18. — Raphael Murray, miner; age — ; residence, Moscow. Was 

caught between fall of breast coal and prop and badly bruised. 

67. October 13. — ^James E. McKenzie, miner. Had his leg broken near the 

ankle by fall of breast coal. 
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Table of Accidents for Year Ending April 30, 1904. 



Name of G>mpany. 



Name of Mine. 



Non- 
FataL Fatal. 



Union Mining Co Union No. i 

Union Mining Co Union No. 2 

Union Mining Co Fire Clay 

Big Savage Fire Brick Fire Clay 

Consolidation Coal Co Hoffman 

Consolidation Coal Co Ocean No. 7 

Consolidation Coal Co Ocean No. i 

Maryland Coal Co Appleton 

American Coal Co Caledonia 

American Coal Co Jackson 

Consolidation Coal Co Ocean No. 8 

Consolidation Coal Co Ocean No. 9 

Piedmont & George's Creek 
Coal Co Washington No. 3, 

Rock Vein Coal Co Pine City 

Barton & George's Creek 
Valley Carlos 

Piedmont Mining Co Moscow 

Piedmont Mining Co Pekin 

Phoenix Mining Phoenix 

Davis Coal and Coke Buxton 

Monroe Coal Mining Barnum 

Upper Potomac Coal Upper Potomac. . 



I 
I 
I 

2 
2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Names of Companies and Addresses of Superintendents. 

Name of Company. Name of Superintendent. Address. 

Consolidation Coal B. S. Randolph Frostburg, Md. 

Barton & G. C. V. Coal . . . ^ . A. Hitchins Frostburg, Md. 

Union Mining Henry Shriver Mt. Savage, Md. 

Maryland Coal F. E. Brackett Lonaconing, Md. 

American Coal I. Bradburn Lonaconing, Md. 

George's Creek C. & I Robert Somerville Lonaconing, Md. 

Piedmont & G. C. Coal J. S. Brophy Frostburg, Md. 

H. & W. A. Hitchins Robert Harvey Shaft, Md. 

New Central Coal D. Sinclair Lonaconing, Md. 

Lonaconing Coal J. J. Dobbie Lonaconing, Md. 

Midland Mining Wm. Somerville Cumberland, Md. 

Piedmont Mining Geo. P. King Piedmont, W. Va. 

Piedmont & Cumb. Coal Co.F. G. Sharpe Piedmont, W. Va. 

Frostburg Coal Mining S. D. Hoye Piedmont, W. Va. 

Cumberland & George's 
Creek Coal J. L. Connard Piedmont, W. Va. 

Phoenix Mining Jos. H. McGovern Piedmont, W. Va. 

Chapman Coal Mining Wm. Barnard Barton, Md. 

Moscow & George's Creek 
Mining Wm. Somerville Cumberland, Md. 

Rock Vein Coal D. T. Williams Frostburg, Md. 

Summit Coal Chas. Connors Cumberland, Md. 

Davis Coal & Coke OTibbetts Savage, W. Va. 

Monroe Coal Mining Wm. McFarlane Barniim, W. Va. 

Blaine Mining S. B. Brydon Blaine, W. Va. 

Garrett Co. Coal Mining. . .H. B. Douglas Dodson, Md. 

G. C. Pattison Co X. Pattison Bloomington, Md. 

Upper Potomac Coal C. F. L. Grammar Up'r Potomac, W. Va, 

Bateman Coal H. E. Gray Gormania, W. Va. 

Lake Ports & Atlantic Coal 
and Coke W. A. Mintuir Pittsburg, Pa. 

Big Savage Fire Brick Co. ,J. N. Benson Frostburg, Md. 

Savage Mountain Fire Brick 
Co E. G. Buckingham Frostburg, Md. 
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LETTER OF TRANSraTTAL* 

To His Excellency^ Edwin Wabpibld^ 
Oovemor of Maryland. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my first annual re- 
port as Mine Inspector for Allegany and Garrett counties, in com- 
pliance with the requirements of Chapter 124, of the Acts of the 
<36neral Assembly of 1902, January session. 

Very respectfully, 

THOMAS MUBPHY, 

KifM InapBctor. 



REVIEW 

OF 

CONDITIONS 

WITH 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 



In 1904 the business of coal mining in this State has not been, 
perhaps, so prosperous, as during the "boom times^^ of 1902 and 
1903; yet the business has shown a steady and persistent growth, 
something always more helpful to any industry than that of 
"mush-room" variety. The production of 1904 is said to have 
fallen slightly under the output of 1903; as no official records 
covering 1903 have been available, I cannot state positively. The 
total amount of coal mined in the two counties — ^Allegany and 
Garrett— in 1904, was 4,277,196 tons; of this amount 427,332 tons 
w^as mined by the use of machinery. The total number of men 
engaged in the production of coal was 5,996. There is consider- 
able present activity in development of new coal operations in the 
Maryland fields, and the output is more likely to increase than 
diminish in the future. At present this development is more 
active in Garrett county, along the line of the West Virginia Cen- 
tral and Pittsburg Eailroad, and is confined to the lower veins, 
geologically speaking, all of which are also found in the Georges 
Creek basin in Allegany county, but mainly undeveloped as yet. 
The accidents for the period from May 1, 1904, to May 1, 1905, 
are given in detail during the course of this report; the only 
recommendation apparent in this matter is, that mine foremen 
or their assistants be obliged to visit each working place at least 
once in every two days. It is true that many foremen do now 
make inspections throughout their mines daily, but many do not; 
and were the law to compel visits every two days, the number of 
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accidents from carelessness would be greatly lessened. This would 
also greatly aid the Inspector in enforcing the law; sometimes 
miners grow careless in protecting their working-places with tim- 
bers^ for which they are responsible; if the mine foreman or his 
assistants find and report careless miners^ the Inspector would be 
enabled to compel greater attention to duty, and thus prevent many 
distressing accidents, often involving others beside the ones di- 
rectly responsible for disaster. 

I am glad to say that most of the companies are endeavoring to 
observe the law with reference to ventilation. Commendable eflEorts 
are being made to carry out the requirements of the law. In 
some cases, where the ventilation laws were persistently violated, 
action was brought against those responsible, under the law; a 
more detailed account of which will be found in an appropriate 
section of this report. Every effort was made to adjust these 
cases amicably before proceeding to the unpleasant task of invok- 
ing the aid of the Courts; but the law must be observed at what- 
ever trouble. In some particular instances, full enforcement, how- 
ever, under existing conditions, can not well be had ; certainly not 
immediately. In such case, if every effort to obey the law to 
fullest possible extent is made, it would seem that should fairly 
be considered compliance. 

I would recommend a change in the maximum distance per- 
mitted between cut-throughs, from 105 feet, as at present, to 70 
or 80 feet, for thin veins, especially in rooms, where the ventilat- 
ing current moves most slowly. Most men are disposed to take 
the limit allowed by any law; and while most companies operat- 
ing thin veins are doing so now, it would be well to fix a smaller 
distance definitely, against the time when the thinner seams will 
be largely developed in Maryland. 

I earnestly request a recommendation to the next session of the 
General Assembly, of a change in the present section relating to 
th6 burning of oil in mines — Sub-section E, Duties of Employees : 
"No employee shall bum any oil in the mines, composed wholly 
or in part of petroleimi or its products, but such oil must be at 
least seventy-five per cent, pure lard. Provided, that this Sec- 
tion shall not prevent the use of ^Sun8hine,^as an illimiinant.^^ At 
no time has this section been enforced, and it seems impossible to 
enforce it as it stands. Poor results have followed efforts to 
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induce employers and employees to use better grades of oil. I have 
laid the matter before each Grand Jury without accomplishing 
anything. The constant objection is^ that oil of the grade re- 
quired cannot be procured from store-keepers. 

It is necessary to have better oil burned, to keep the supply of 
air uncontaminated by noxious smoke, ruinous to the health of 
every man within the poisonous draft. I am satisfied that it is 
the desire of everyone to bum a better grade of oil, but some 
different mode of securing observance of this necessary provision 
is essential. Dealers say that when they furnish a superior grade 
of oil, they cannot sell it, since they cannot compete with men 
offering cheaper grades of oil. Various Mine Inspectors through- 
out other mining States advise me that only in States prohibiting 
either the manufacture or sale of inferior grades of miners^ oil 
is there anything like success in securing attention to the im- 
portance of burning good oil, uniformly, through the mines. The 
present section, also, sets the standard unnecessarily high. Oils 
are sold, having less than seventy-flve per cent, lard, that give off 
very little smoke; and with a reasonable standa)rd grade required, 
and the manufacture, sale by any dealer, or use by anyone con- 
nected with the mines, of a grade below the standard, prohibited, 
under penalties, it is safe to say that a great amount of the dan- 
gerous smoke nuisance would be abated. 

In view of the fact that one fatal accident during the year re- 
sulted from the careless handling of blasting powder, it would be 
well for the Assembly to consider the question of regulating the 
amount of powder a miner may take into the mine in any day or 
shift. Shot-firing should either be regulated by law, or authority 
given the Inspector to impose regulations for the protection of ven- 
tilation in mines, from reckless, indiscriminate blasting, both by 
coal companies and individual miners. Maryland's mining laws 
provide as much air ventilation as any State in the Union, except- 
ing only the dangerous, explosive-gas impregnated mines of the 
J^Ju ^. I P^X«u. ;bu. 2JZu .,e tod with- 
out regard to the ventilation, the air will not clear off smoke from 
the workmen as it should be cleared. 

I am indebted to the coal companies of both counties for the 
manner in which they furnished me the statistical matter herein 
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contained^ ako to my predecessor for copies of his reports, covering 
his term of (^ce. 

For the supplying of many things necessary to the proper equip- 
ment of the Mine Inspector's oflBce, there should be an expense 
or contingent fund provided the Inspector. 

THE COAL AREA OF HARYLAND* 

In preparing the statistical information for this Eeport, I sent 
to the various coal companies, among other questions, requests for 
statements of the various veins or seams of coal workable, on their 
properties ; and their estimates of the area unworked. Many of the 
companies, particularly the larger ones, were unable to furnish 
this information upon such short notice; but it is evident from the 
incomplete information obtained that the revenues yet to be ex- 
pected from Maryland's coal industries are almost limitless. Seven 
or eight workable seams, beside the "Big Vein,'' are almost un- 
touched; and very large acreages of each have been defined. Of 
the ^^ig Vein," generally reputed about exhausted, I believe that 
with the present improved methods of mining as much coal will 
yet be marketed as has been shipped in the history of the region 
from the first opening until now. One company, popularly sup- 
posed to be about "worked out" reports yet unmined, 600 acres of 
this famous coal, of which only 17,000 to 20,000 acres was sup- 
posed to exist in the beginning. 

I regret that complete figures upon the extent of coal could not 
be secured in time for this report, but hope to be able to furnish 
accurate statistics by next May 1. 
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TABLE SHOWING INSPECTIONS DURING YEAR- 

COMPANY MINE NO. VISITS 

Cumberland Basin Coal Co. Barrelsville 2 

McMullen Bros. Barrelsville, No. 1 5 

Georges Creek Bald Knob Coal Co. Nos. 1 and 2 Bald Knob. . 4 

Waehovia Goal Co. No. 1 Montell 4 

Midland Mining Co. Trimble mine 7 

Enterprise 7 

Union Mining Co. Union No. 2 12 

Union No. 1 8 

Consolidation Coal Co. Ocean No. 1 18 

Ocean. No. 3 (Hoffman) . . 16 

Ocean No. 7 (Klondyke) . 19 

Ocean No. 8 7 

Ocean No. 9 7 

Ocean No. 10 2 

Piedmont and Georges Creek Coal Co. Washington No. 1 9 

Washington No. 2 7 

Washington No. 3 7 

Georges Creek Coal and Iron Co. No. 1 (Engineside) 7 

No. 3 (Pine Hill) 7 

No. 9 Columbia) 7 

No. 12 3 

No. 10 5 

Nos. 16 and 17 (Tyson) . . 5 
Barton and Georges Creek Valley Coal 

Co. Carlos mine 9 

Braddock Coal Co. Pine City 6 

H. & W. A. Hitchins Co. Borden mine 7 

New Central Coal Co. Big Vein and Tyson 7 

Maryland Coal Co. Appleton 8 

Patton 7 

American Coal Co. Jackson 9 

Caledonia 8 

Piedmont Mining Co. Pekin mine 7 

Moscow mine 5 

W. J. Chapman Coal Co. Swanton mine 8 

Potomac Mining Co. Potomac mine 8 

Phoenix and Georges Creek Coal Co. Phoenix mine 7 

Frostburg Coal Co. Ginseng 3 

Cumberland-Georges Creek Coal Co. Penn Colliery 8 

Moscow-Georges Creek Coal Co. Nos. 1 and 2 6 

Piedmont-Cumberland Coal Co. Hampshire 7 

Davis Coal and Coke Co. Buxton ,. .. 6 

Lonaconing Coal Co. Shamrock 1 

Dateman Mining Co., now Stoyer Bun Stoyer 5 

Coal Co. 

Garrett County Coal Mining Co. Dodson 5 

Upper Potomac Coal Co. Upper Potomac 5 

Blaine Mining Co. North American mine 7 

Monroe Coal Mining Co. Barnum 6 

Davis-Harvey Coal Co. Blaine mine 2 

Nethkin Coal and Coke Co. Balyard 2 

Bloomington Pattison Coal Co. Black Bear 3 

Total visits to coal mines during year 337 

The Union Mining Co. Fire Clay mines 5 

Big Savage Fire Clay Co. Mine 5 

Savage Mountain Fire Brick Co. Savage Mt. mine 2 

Total visits to Fire Clay mines 12 

Total visits of inspection daring year ^^^ 
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This includes testing scales^ going back to mines where fatal 
accidents have occurred^ and all other visits of inspection. It will 
be noticed that more visits are recorded than there are working 
days. In cases where mines. are small and close together^ two or 
three may be inspected in one day — at one place four. A tremend- 
ous amount of physical labor is required in properly inspecting a 
mine. The working places — where every miner is at work — should 
be personally seen, to be informed whether the miners are pains- 
taking and careful, and whether they have the ventilation to which 
every man engaged in the dangerous and often unremunerative 
calling of a miner is entitled. In some of the small vein mines^ 
where the visitor must crawl upon hands and knees to reach the 
miners, or in such mines as Ocean No. 7, of the Consolidation Com- 
pany, employing 650 miners, this is a slow and arduous task. 



Description of the Mines. 



Mcmullen bros. 

Mine No. 2. Bakrblvillb. 
D. F. McMuUen, Gen. Manager. James Barrett, Mining Snpt. 

Cumberland, Md. Prostbnrg, Md. 

In September of 1904 the McMuUen Bros., a new coal concern, 
shipped their first coal from an opening in the ^^lubaugh^^ or 
'TBrookville*^ seam of coal. At this point the "Blubaugh" coal seems 
better than at any other place yet developed. While the mine is 
not yet driven far enough in to secure the regular height of the 
coal, yet a high quality of output is being secured. With this, as 
in all other operations, particularly in the smaller veins, the great 
difficulty is to keep the coal clean; when some method is evolved 
for freeing low veins of impurities at less expense, the problem 
of mining the smaller seams will have been solved. 

This company has an inclined plane about 1,900 feet long; a 
tramway about 2,000 feet long extends to the opening. As yet 
not enough men are employed to bring this mine under the pro- 
visions of the mining law. Shipments are made over the Cum- 
berland & Pennsylvania Railroad. 

CUMBERLAND BASIN COAL COMPANY. 

The Cumberland Basin Coal Company, whose mines are situated 
at Barrelville, about eight miles from Cumberland, along the 
Cumberland & Pennsylvania Railroad, suspended operations June, 
1904. The only time their mines were working was upon the 
occasion of my first visit, May 5, 1904. This company worked 
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what is known as the "Parker^' or "Clarion^^ seam, situated about 
thirty feet above the horizon of the "Blubaugh^^ or ^TBrookville" 
coal vein, but unlike that coal, is generally uniform in character. 
Very few men worked in the mine when I inspected it, and since 
then it has been idle. A small locomotive owned by the company, 
operates over a branch line, which serves also to ship the coal from 
the Georges Creek Bald Knob Coal Company^s mine, by a ^^switch- 
back,^^ over the Cumberland & Pennsylvania Bailroad. The Cum- 
berland Basin Company^s mine has two openings, known as "Staf- 
ford'^ and "McGlone.^^ 

GEORGES CREEK BALD KNOB COAL COMPANY. 

Jerry Wiland, Supt. and Mine Foreman. 

This operation is situated about two miles north of Mt. Savage, 
and is what was known as the Brailer property. It is the most 
northerly outcropping of the ^TBig Vein" and not as free from 
impurities as this famous coal further south. 

There are three openings here, and the development work is 
among the best in the region. A tramroad about two miles in 
length is used to convey the coal in the mine cars to the head of the 
plane, by means of a locomotive. Thence the cars are lowered 
down the plane, about half a mile to the dimip, which 
is across the State line in Pennsylvania, and there ship- 
ment is made via the "switchback'^ on the Wellersburg branch, 
to the Cimiberland & Pennsylvania Railroad, back in the State. 

Ventilation in this operation, by means of a furnace, gives en- 
tire satisfaction at present; the area opened is yet small. On a 
recent inspection the following ventilation pressure was found: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees 


Air 
per man 


Intake to ''first right," 


5,280 


25 


211 



All miners and laborers are supplied with this current. 
Return to furnace, 6,360 cubic feet per minute. 
Scales in good condition. 
General conditions of roads and drainage, good. 
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MIDLAND MINING COMPANY. 

W. A. Somerville, Supt. 

Enterprise Mine. 

John Askey, Mine Foreman. 

The Enterprise mine of this company is about one-fourth mile 
east of Midland, on a branch of the C. & P. Railroad. It is on the 
east side of the old drift of "Ocean mine/^ the first of the Con- 
solidation Coal Company's mines of that name. This mine was 
thought to have been worked out years ago, but the Midland 
Mining Company secured a lease of the old workings about 1900, 
their first shipments being made in January of 1901, and they are 
working at present, with prospects for a good many years. The 
most of their mining runs down grade " to the dip,'' making it 
rather expensive coal to mine. At one opening, however, they 
have a slope, from which they haul the coal by a stationary engine, 
with a rope system. The system was installed in September, 1904 
— ^a 75-horse-power Connelsville Mfg. Co. engine and hoist — ^and 
has about doubled the output of the mine. 

Ventilation of Enterprise mine is generally fair, having to 
depend on natural means and whatever ventilation works over the 
old workings from the small fan used at Ocean No. 1, by the Con- 
solidation Coal Company. About fifty men are employed. 

Trimble Mine. 

J. W. Stevens, Mine Foreman. 

This company's Trimble mine is situated between Morantown 
and Mt. Savage, at the extreme eastern point where the *^ig 
Vein" exists. This mine has been embarrassed by "faults" or dis- 
turbances, being on the edge of the coal stratum, where the work 
of ages seems incomplete. It is the "tail-out" of the Big Vein. 
Partly on account of this fact, ventilation has been generally very 
poor. Hardly ever are men enough employed to bring the mine 
under the provisions of the mining law. At my last visit this 
mine was much better ventilated, an air shaft having been sunk. 
Shipments are made oyer the C. & P. B. B., with an incline plane, 
and tramroads leading to the three different openings of the mine. 
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NEW YORK MINING COMPANY. 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. John Sulliyan^ Mine Foreman. 

Union Mine No. 2. 

Union Mine No. 2, of the New York Mining Company, is one 
of the *1)ig mines'^ of the region, employing about 450 men, 
miners and laborers. It occupies nearly the extreme eastern out- 
crop of the Big Vein. The mine is a drift, operated on the double 
entry system, varied in places where very heavy faults have been 
encountered, the rock at times cutting out the coal entirely. This 
rock, which lies in the center of the coal stratum, is peculiar to 
the upper end or eastern portion of the Georges Creek field, and 
seems to thicken and the coal become thinner as the outcrop is 
neared. Mining is frequently highly dangerous, because of the 
great height — often 12 to 14 feet; and only by the greatest care 
on the miners' part, and constant attention and watchfulness from 
the mine foreman, are accidents kept at the low rate generally 
maintained. 

Ventilation is furnished by two fans, to the right and left Ade& 
of the mine. This peculiar method deserves particular descrip- 
tion. There are two openings, one upon the right and one the 
left side of the mine. Beside these are two secondary openings, 
serving as "intakes'^ from the fans. The right "intake^' conducts 
the ventilating current to the five right headings, of which Nos. 
2, 3, 4, 5 and 9 are now being worked. The 9th and 10th being 
close to the surface, when pillaring began constantly caved clear 
through to the surface, making plenty of outlets and insuring a 
good supply of fresh air at all times. Coal of good quality occurs 
here beneath six feet of covering. The left side of the mine is 
much the same as the right, there being ten ^^efts'^ off the main 
heading or haulage road. This' haulage road is driven clear through 
the mountain, and serves as an airshaft in the winter time. 
"Faults'^ are more frequent to the left side, coal is harder, and 
a greater amount of powder is used in blasting. The headings 
are longer — consequently harder to ventilate; but at no time have 
I found the air current below the law's requirements, except in one 
heading, the ^^fifth.'' That is a spur, extending much farther 
than it was thought any of the headings on the left would go. 
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Miners often think there is not the amount of air required by law^ 
in a headings because smoke does not clear; but while blasting is 
done at any hour of the day^ and sometimes three and four blasts 
for one carload of coal, a much greater volume of air current would 
hardly remove the heavy powder smoke, which is almost the same 
weight as the air. The excellent condition of the roads and drain- 
age in this mine is highly creditable to the management, consider- 
ing the unusual quantity of refuse accumulating in mining their 
coal. 
This is an average inspection during the year : 



Where Measured. 



Intake from fan, rieht side 

Intake to second right, slant and third right . 

Outlet, 4th, Intake 5th, right 

Intake, 9th right slant 

Outlet, 10th nght 

Natural ventilation in left side, being winte 

Inside cut through, 1st left 

Inside cut-through, 2nd left 

Inside cut-through, 3rd left 

Inside cut-through, 4th left 

Inmde cut-through, 5th left 

Inside cut-through, 6th left 

Inside cut-through, 7th left 

Inside cut-through, 8th left 

Inmde cut-through, 9th left 



Cubic 


Number 


feet air. 


Employees. 


23,435 


119 


9,000 


28 


6,864 


12 


7,280 


60 


9,310 


10 


r time. 


Fan not 


5,135 


42 


6,175 


55 


2,850 


25 


4,625 


17 


1,950 


27 


2,700 


4 


8,400 


7 


2,925 


26 


3,690 


10 



Air 
per man. 



197 
321 
327 
121 
931 
runmng. 
122 
112 
114 
278 
72 
675 
1,200 
112 
369 



Haulage has been one of the difficult problems in this mine. 

The system now working promises to solve the question. Dur- 
ing the year an electric haulage plant has been installed. The 
generating plant consists of one 150 K. W. 250 volt Gtoodman 
generator, belted to a 238 H. P* McEwen engine. Two 125 H. P. 
return tubular boilers furnish steam. The type of haulage here 
is known as the "third-rail" system; a rack-rail is placed a little 
to one side of the center of the track, which the sprocket wheel 
on the motor engages, giving a positive pulling force to the motor, 
not dependent upon the tractive force, as do other forms of motor. 
This permits successful operation upon the steep grades in the 
mine, where ordinary tractive hauling would fail completely, or 
not give economical results. The motor at this plant is operated 
over 1^ miles of track, the maximum grade surmounted being 
eight feet to the hundred. 45 mine cars weighing 2,040 pounds 
each have been handled in one trip, the average, however, being 
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30 cars. The motor easily hauls this load, travelling about 30 
miles a day and giving the mine an output capacity of 1,300 to 
1,400 tons. The haulage was installed in December, 1904. One 
motor is used on the left side of the mine, a second being kept in 
reserve. Another motor has been ordered, and the second motor, 
on its arrival, will be put in service on the right side of the mine, 
dispensing with horses in the mine, except for gathering purposes. 
Eighteen horses were displaced by the motor now working. Suf- 
ficient power is generated for lighting by electricity, and to operate 
the fans by motor. An automatic water purifying device, which 
has been installed, is new to the region. The water supply is 
gotten from a deep well; it contains 25 grains of scale-forming 
matter to the gallon, which would mean 20 to 30 pounds daily 
deposit in the boilers. By an ingenious device the matter is re- 
duced to 4 grains to the gallon before entering the boilers, and all 
corrosive action counteracted. I consider the haulage system the 
safest employed in the region; the rack-rail is nearly covered by 
wooden railing, leaving only space for the sprocket wheels on the 
motor to fit in. 

Acknowledgements are due Electrician Lieper P. Bead, of the 
company, for information necessary to this description. 

UNION MINING COMPANY. 

Union Mine No. 1. 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. James Aldon, Mine Foreman. 

Union Mine No. 1 is at the bottom of the "Y,'* on the C. & P. 
R. K., in the Big Vein, in the workings formerly made by the 
"New Hope'^ mine, a short distance from Frostburg. 

Scarcely anything is working now, except drawing of "pillars." 
More abandoned workings surround this mine, perhaps, than any 
other in the region. On my first and second visits I found ^T)lack 
damp," or carbonic acid gas in large quantities, particularly in 'vhat 
is known as the "Top of the Plane." Many days the miners were 
forced to go home, and when they did work, it was with great 
prejudice to their health. The management went to work on the 
matter, and on my next visit a gratifying improv^nent appeared 
in the ventilation. At no time since hQ.ve I found cause for com- 
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plaint. At this mine^ as in many others^ the constant failure of 
drivers and miners to close check-doors they have passed through, 
affects the ventilation, while throwing themselves liable to arrest, 
whenever evidence to convict them is obtainable. 

About 241 miners and laborers are employed, part of the men 
working at night. 

This is a report of ventilation in the mine: 



Where Measured. 

-4 



Intake to straight heading 

Intake to 1st cross 

Intake to top of plane 

Intake from fan 

Outlet of No. 1 slant 

Intake to 14th slant 

No air readmg in * * short heading; ' ' ventila- 
tion good, but not confined enough to 
measure 

No air reading in 1st right; ventilation good, 
but not confined enough to measure 



Cubic 


Number 


Air 


feet air. 


Employees. 


per man. 


10,800 


27 


400 


7,980 


18 


443 


9,350 


21 


445 


29,160 


117 


249 


84,200 


8 


525 


9,840 


10 

18 
18 


984 



This mine has been forced to reduce its number of miners dur- 
ing the year, because of a scarcity of working places ; but this may 
be only for a time, until they have more room. 

PIEDMONT & GEORGES CREEK COAL COMPANY. 



Washington Mine No. 1. 



J. S. Brophy, General Manager. Martin Condry, Mine Foreman. 

Washington No. 1, formerly called the "old Washington Hollow 
mine/^ is located on the Eckhart branch of the C. & P. R. R. 
There are three openings, all working coal which was abandoned 
as worked out, years ago, before modem mining methods were 
applied in Maryland. This coal was thought to be lost in the 
days when coal companies did not appreciate the economic propo- 
sition, that good ventilation is essential to profitable mining. 
Thousands upon thousands of tons of coal have been 'lost to this 
region and to the wealth of the State by careless and indifferent 
methods of ventilation, and the laws for which the miners have 
always cried, have resulted in the mining of coal to-day that 20 
years ago would have been simply abandoned and some other point 
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taken, where the inefficient ventilating means would get some 
measure of output. To this kind of mining Washington No. 1 
owes its existence; nothing but abandoned "stumps" and "pillars" 
being in the mine ; and it could not be operated to-day for the dead- 
ly 'Hblack damp" were not the mine between the Hoffman and 
Eckhart mines. The fans of these two mines keep the old work- 
ings sufficiently free from the "damp" to enable this company to 
work under generally fair conditions. 

The law is not obeyed at this mine, nor in any mine of this 
character. The company does all in its power, it is true, to aid 
the measure of ventilation gotten from Hoffman and Eckhart's 
ventilating systems, but the facts already stated as to the sort of 
coal they are mining show the impracticability of constructing air 
courses and conducting the air currents around the working places 
as the law requires. Any time that I could see anything to im- 
prove conditions on my visits, the company has been prompt in 
applying the suggestions. The grit and enterprise of this con- 
cern is to be applauded, since from most adverse conditions they 
bring the means of support for many miners and their families, 
with profit to the community and State; to apply to them the 
strict letter of the law would close them up, and this would be a 
public calamity, not a public good. 

The coal lies mostly to the dip from Mine No. 1, or the middle 
mine, and the question of haulage is serious. Were the company 
able to drive their places with any regularity, rope or electric 
haulage could be used; but it is so "cut up" that this is almost 
impossible. 

About 80 miners and laborers are employed. 

Washington Mine No. 2. 

J. S. Brophy, General Manager. Philip Brown, Mine Foreman. 

What was known as the "Old Aetna Mine" is now "Washington 
No. 2," of the Piedmont & Georges Creek Coal Company; it is 
on the Eckhart branch of the C. & P. K. E. The Big Vein is about 
worked out, and like Washington No. 1, the mine is in coal that 
was abandoned. Conditions here are generally good. The "Ty- 
son," or upper mine, is at the top of an inclined plane — and is the 
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largest operation in this coal in the upper end of the region. It 
averages about 3i^ feet in thickness, and is very uniform in height. 
The ventilation is by a blowing fan, and is good at all times. The 
greatest diflBculty met M^ith is disposal of water. The mine is 
toward the dip of the coal, and the water met with in mining 
runs in the way. The company has driven a couple of bore holes 
down to the big vein, beneath, to take off the water. 
This is an average inspection during the year : 



Where Mea49iired. 



Intake from fan 

Inside cut in 1st left, 1st south. 
Inside cut for 5, 7 and 8 lefts. . 
Inside cut, 1st north, 2nd left. . 

Inside cut, 4th left 

Inrade main heading 

Inside straight heading 

Outlet at mouth of lower mine. 



Cubic 


Number 


Air 


feet air. 


Employees. 


per man. 


21,120 


52 J 


406 


5,120 


3 ! 


1,707 


5,800 


6' 


967 


1,875 


4{ 


469 


5,775 


8i 


722 


15,375 


12 


1,281 


3,060 


7 


437 


10,700 







About 70 miners and laborers are employed here, and conditions 
are generally good. 



Washington Min? No. 3. 



M. J. Fahey, Superintendent. 



John Pahey, Mine Foreman. 



This operation is in the six foot, or ^^Davis^^ coal, geologically 
known as the "Lower Kittanning,^^ and is located at Westemport, 
on the west bank of Georges Creek, shipping on the C. & P. Rail- 
road. Since this company has taken hold, the mine has been 
prosperous; a demonstration of the benefits following observance 
of the mining laws; the new owners go even further than the 
letter of the law, and what was practically a failure under the 
former holders is now, through up-to-date methods, one of the 
most profitable and best regulated mines in the region. 

The problem of haulage is beginning to make trouble here, as 
the mine is constantly growing larger and getting farther from 
the dump; the economic side of putting the coal in the railroad 
cars must soon be met. I have noticed a little combustible gas 
in one or two of the headings of this mine, which is, I believe, 
"marsh gas," or carburetted hydrogen. If it comes oflf the coal 
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in sufficient quantities to become dangerous, must be treated with 
the greatest care and caution. I am not among those who believe 
a catastrophe is needed before precautions should be taken to secure 
safety. The mine foreman and miners are taking due care not 
to run into a "pot" of this gas, which if mixed in certain quanti- 
ties with air is highly explosive. Wherever this gas generates, 
too much care cannot be exercised. 
This is an average inspection report at this mine: 



Where Measured. 



Intake at the fan 

Inside cut, 1st right 

Outlet of ''11 right'' 

Inside cut in 3rd right 

Inside cut in 5th right 

Inside cut in 6th right 

Outlet of 7th right, and main heading. 

Outlet of 7th left 

Intake to 5th left 

Outlets from old and new openings.. . . 



Cubic 
feet air. 



31,050 
2,550 
7,920 
1,800 
6,050 
5,220 
3,372 
2,450 
3,142 

20,270 



Number 
Employees. 



119 
6 
13 
15 
12 
10 
22 
8 
24 



Air 
per mai^. 



261 
425 
609 
120 
504 
522 
153 
306 
131 



As will be observed, the mine is very well ventilated. This 
company contemplates extensive improvements in the near future; 
have now made another opening that will greatly help their haul- 
age, when their dump is placed. 

CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY. 

J. C. Brydon, General Superintendent. 

Philip W. McMahon, Mine Foreman. 

Ocean Mine No. 1. 



Ocean Mine No. 1, located at Ocean, about one-half mile north 
of Midland, on the C. & P. Railroad, is the second largest opera- 
tion in the State; its output often reaching as high as 2,500 tons 
a day. It is entered by a slope, and is worked on the double entry 
system ; but on account of the trouble encountered with water years 
ago, the mine has been driven somewhat at haphazard. At that 
time Ocean mine was the lowest in elevation, operated in the 
*^asin,^^ of the Big Vein, and as consequence the company was 
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greatly troubled with the water seeping in from all other workings. 
Then the company drove what is known as the ^^Tunnel," an ex- 
cavation at a point where it was thought it would reach the coal 
levels, about one-half mile south of the slope of the mine. This, 
by the aid of pumps, has been the means of draining away most of 
the water, and as the excavations proceeded to the north, and con- 
nected with "Hofifman," or "Ocean No. 3,^^ that mine's drainage 
system was utilized to remove water not readily sent out the tun- 
nel. The slope has been in operation since 1881, and commands 
a vast expanse both of worked-out and unworked territory. 

It is strange that mine officials appear to fail in appreciation 
of the scope and size of an operation of this character imtil con- 
fronted with a problem in ventilation or drainage entailing such 
heavy expense that their company frequently hesitates to incur 
the cost; when if the obvious remedies had been applied properly, 
and when needed, the actual outlay would neither have been so 
great nor so annoying. Bratticing should have been properly built, 
and then kept air-tight; ditches made large enough, and kept 
properly cleaned out; so would loss of coal and time be avoided. 

In some parts of this mine ventilation has not been so good as 
it should be, and in one part of the works I had not been able to 
get the legally required amount of air until my last visit. In part, 
this may be accounted for by the difficulties formerly mentioned; 
some of these old workings being between the fans and working 
portions of the mine, and as a deal of bratticing is required, it 
sometimes is neglected and allowed to become worn out. The 
company shows a purpose to observe the law to the letter, and fur- 
nishes plenty of ventilating power, there being two fans installed. 
One, of sixteen feet diameter, is at the "Old Lye,'' and the other, 
a splendid machine of 25 feet diameter, ventilates the ^^ottom" 
of the mine. Both fans were formerly worked by "exhaust," but 
at my request are now reversed, under the present Superintendent, 
J. C. Brydon, and the result has been highly gratifying, as has 
been my observation of practical results wherever attempted; the 
blowing method operating better than the exhaust, especially wtiere 
^^lack damp" is met with, or where the faces working are a great 
distance from the fan. 
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This table shows conditions before the change: 



Where Measured. 



Return to fan, "Old Lye" 

Intake to Buffalo heading 

Outlet of sharp's heading 

Outlet of "New Lye" 

Outlet of Creegan, and Puffs hdgs 

Outlet of Cullen's and T Rail, and Litake 

to Williams' hdgs 

Outlet of 3rd right 

Welch's " Across the Sea," no air reading 

Outlet of Miller's 

Outlet of Carney's 

Outlet of Loar's 

Outlet of Keenan's, dip headmg 

Outlet of Gibson's, dip heading 

Outlet of straight ana Hawkins hdgs 

Straight Slope and 7th right 

Return to large fan 



Cubic 
feet air. 



29,520 
3,402 
6,075 
3,190 
4,620 

20,160 
6,720 



6,525 

12,420 

9,360 

111,150 



Number 
Employees, 



85 
40 
38 
28 
26 

90 
50 
40 
19 
20 
45 
6 
20 
11 
20 
375 



Air 
per man. 



347 
85 
134 
114 
178 

224 
134 



1,087 
621 
851 

■ • • 

296 



One familiar with this mine would understand its condition from 
a perusal of this inspection, made Oct. 13, 14 and 17, 1904. The 
failure to get air readings, indicated at several points, does not prove 
that no air was circulating, but does show that not enough passed 
to cause the anemometer to register; consequently not enough to 
meet the requirements of the law. 

This table shows conditions since the change: 



Where Measured. 



Intake to "Old Lye" 

Intake to Buffalo 

Intake to Straight, Sharps and 50 head- 
ings, "Old Lye" 

Intake from large fan 

Intake to "New Lye" 

Intake to 3rd right, Williams and Rich- 
ardson's, "Q.X." 

Intake to Cullen's 

Intake to Keenan's, in dip headings 

Intake to Gibson's 

Intake to Straight and Hawkins 

Intake to workmgs "Across the Sea" 

Intake to slant in Welch's headings. 

Outlet of Miller's heading 

Outlet of Carney's 

Intake to upper end of Loar's 

Outlet of lower end of Loar's 

Intake to Pick and Machine headings, 
straight slope 

Intake to all inside workings, straight slope 



Cubic 


Number 


Air 


feet air. 


Employees. 


per man. 


26,380 


71 


385 


7,600 


35 


217 


5,200 


36 


144 


114,000 


374 


305 


9,720 


18 


540 


16,910 


90 


188 


17,910 


8 


2,238 


4,640 


12 


386 


3,780 


9 


420 


11,560 


53 


218 


19,840 




• « 


4,830 


24 


201 


3,640 


19 


192 


4,717 


23 


205 


1,040 


8 


130 


11,700 


39 


300 


10,640 


41 


260 


5,400 


18 


300 
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At no time during the year, previously, has the condition of 
this mine been so good as this inspection shows. There are some 
parts of the "Old Lye" that were always idle in the summer time, 
because the exhaust fan pulled the ^T)lack damp" in on the work- 
men ; the present method keeps the damp back, enabling the miners 
to work, and the company to get coal that might otherwise be lost. 
There are at present three compressed air motors at this mine, and 
the rest of the hauling is done by horses and mules. The mine- 
cars are gathered to the "slope," and hauled thence to the 
surface by a stationary engine and rope. Mining machines were 
first introduced in this mine for this region, and a few are yet 
in use. 

Nearly 600 miners and laborers are employed, and as it is 
a large operation, probably it will last for years to come. The 
roads in this mine are in splendid condition, generally speaking; 
the management deserves credit for its enterprise and care in this 
regard. 

Ocean Mine No. 2. 

James Weston, Mine Foreman. 

Ocean No. 2 is situated at the "old Consplidation," about one- 
half mile west of Frostburg. It is in the "Tyson" vein, and is 
entirely devoted to production of fuel coal for the town of Frost- 
burg and surroundings. I have not visited this mine very often, 
as conditions were good and whenever I did visit there were not 
miners enough employed to bring it under the provisions of the 
mining law. The old "Frost" mine, which had been used to coal 
the C. & P. E. K. engines, has been suspended for the present, and 
work has been stopped at the west end, where fuel coal has been 
mined. Considerable coal remains in the "Frost" mine (Big 
Vein) but it thought a greater development of the Tyson vein, a 
large area of which is imtouched, is desired. 

Ocean Mine No. 3. 

Joseph B. Thomas, Mine Foreman. 

Ocean Mine No. 3, or "Hoffman Mine," of the Consolidation 
Coal Company, is another of the group of large mines toward the 



24 Report of Mine Inspeetor for 1905. 

upper end of the valley, and is the oldest now shipping coal in the 
State. It is situated at Hoffman, a small mining town, about two 
and one-half miles east of Frostburg, and ships its product over 
the Eckhart branch of the C. & P. Railroad. This is a slope mine, 
the longest in the State, and probably the longest in the coimtry — 
over six thousand feet in length. Ventilation is provided by a 
blowing fan, twenty feet in diameter, at the top of the slope, and 
discharges the air into the "air course,'^ parallel with the haulage 
or main slope. The present workings of this mine lie mainly be- 
yond that which already has been worked out, and as in all other 
old mines some trouble is caused by faulty or leaky brattices; this 
is especially noticeable here because the power is little more than 
needed; and any waste is immediately noticed in the ventilation. 
The fan is always run at high velocity, and for that reason the 
pressure is greater on the brattices. In some parts of the mine this 
fan drives the air over three miles, the current never failing at 
any inspection to be up to standard at these points. In a portion 
of this mine — the south side — ^the law is not being observed; in 
the "3rd cross" some old workings formerly abandoned are now 
being reopened, and these places are so cut up that air courses can- 
not be maintained in them. The management is giving the miners 
employed in these places cars as quickly as they can load them; 
keeping doors and brattices up wherever apparent that any good 
can be accomplished ; and in general doing all they can to care for 
the 20 or 25 miners employed at the work of saving this coal. 
The rest of the mine is now well ventilated, although several times 
during the year I was obliged to call the attention of the manage- 
ment to the law relating to the driving of cut-throughs. In places 
the covering of earth above the coal is heavier than elsewhere in 
the region; and the company did not obey the cut-through law as 
rigidly as they might. The provisions of the law, however, are 
now being carried out, and I believe will be obeyed in future. The 
question of drainage is a serious one at Hoffman mine — ^the most 
seriously troubled mine in the region. For years a pumping sta- 
tion has been maintained about two miles south of Frostburg, con- 
necting with this mine, located along the C. & P. R. R. Here is a 
power-house, furnishing power for compressed air motors, that do 
nearly all the work in the mine, but few mules or horses being 
employed. Power is also generated for the massive pumps, with 
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a capacity of over 8,000 gallons a minute, which raise all the 
water accumulated in the mine to the surface. The pumps are 
set at the foot of a shaft 285 feet in depth, at the top of which the 
power-house is erected. At this point is the ^^asin,^^ or lowest 
point reached by the Big Vein coal stratum, in the region. About 
eighteen months ago a gigantic project was started to solve this 
problem, and when completed will drain all the mines about the 
basin. It is a tunnel, starting from a point near Clarysville, 
far below the level of the Big Vein, and being driven on water 
level into the bottom of Hofl&nan mine. It is being worked from 
four points — ^at the mouth, near Clarysville; both ways from the 
foot of a shaft driven in Hoffman slope, and from the bottom of 
Hoffman slope. Work is being pushed vigorously, and the com- 
pany expects to have it completed in about two years from the 
commencement. When finished, it should be an improvement of 
great economic value to the company. 
This is an average inspection of Hoffman mine during the year : 



Where Measiired. 



Intake from fan 

Intake to south side 

Intake to second and third cross . 
Intake to Tippens andlst cross . . . 

Intake to Soovie's heading 

Intake to 1st cross in Klondyke. 
Intake to 2nd cross in Klondyke. 
Intake to 3rd cross in Klondyke. 
Intake to 4th cross in Klondyke. 
Intake to 5th cross in Klondyke . 



Cubic 


Number 


Air 


feet air. 


Employees. 


per man. 


62,580 






2,010 


14 


144 


10,645 


67 


156 


8,160 


62 


131 


4,200 


21 


200 


2,125 


21 


101 


1,950 


17 


115 


1,680 


12 


140 


2,720 


19 


143 


2,080 


20 


104 



This inspection shows just about enough circulation to furnish 
good ventilation, which is the condition I found at each visit 
after the first. This winter there has been opened a drift some 
distance from the slope. About thirty men are in this mine, con- 
ditions are generally good, with ventilation at present by natural 
means, but the management informs me that in the near future 
they intend putting in a fan. 

At the pumping shaft attached to Hoffman mine is a con- 
venience of great comfort to the miners — ^a modem bathroom, with 
bathtubs of good quality, hot and cold water, and the room 
heated by steam. Eacks with steam heat are provided, and an 
attendant sees that the miners^ clothes are dried carefully every 
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day. Each man has a locker for his clothing. There is more wet 
work in this mine than anywhere else in the region; the change 
of dry clothing on leaving the mine guards the health of many 
a tired man. 

Ocean Mine No. 3^. 
Daniel Krapf and A. W. Luther, Mine Foremen. 

The opening at Eckhart, or Ocean No. 3^, in the Tyson coal, 
has been abandoned, for the present. The coal seams locally to be 
full of faults, interferences of foreign matter with the coal stratum. 
This occurs with such frequency that the company has abandoned 
it temporarily. I made but one visit here, and then found con- 
ditions good. 

Eckhart mine, or "slope,^^ situated at Eckhart Mines, a flourish- 
ing town at the terminus of the Eckhart branch of the C. & P. 
R. R., is again being put in readiness for shipping coal. No 
shipments have been made as yet, but a force of men is engaged 
in timbering and cleaning up, preparatory to doing so. It is 
said that a large amount of coal yet remains in this mine, and local 
residents are greatly pleased at the prospect of its again becoming 
one of the famous group of producing mines. The Big Vein in 
Eckhart is said to have been the easiest worked in the region. 27 
laborers are now employed putting the mine in operating shape. 

Ocean Mine No. 7. 
Jonathan Jenkins, Mine Foreman. 

Ocean Mine No. 7, or Klondyke, as it is locally named, is easily 
the largest operation in the State, and perhaps the largest in the 
world. Its daily output ranges about 4,000 tons, from two open- 
ings — a drift mine, in which about 100 miners work, and a slope, 
known locally as the "arch mine.^^ This has but one opening, 
but in a short distance it branches into the "Old Slope,'' the 
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^Td^idway," and the "New Slope/^ This slope is a large operation 
in itself, with five ^lef ts" and five "rights/^ or "Lifts/^ as some 
call them. Most of these lefts and rights have one or more cross 
or branch headings, and they employ over 300 miners. In the 
^^idway^^ are about 150 miners, and in the "Old Slope" nearly 
100. This is an ideal mine and has the most complete and up- 
to-date system of ventilation in the region, beginning at the fan, 
which is also a blower, of 25 feet in diameter. The intake is 
large, and thence into the mine, every brattice of any importance 
is of brick and cement, air splits are made by means of "over- 
casts," of the same material, and every effort is made to avoid 
any mistakes that would shorten the life of the mine. The air 
system is so arranged by regulators that at any time, should a great 
influx of ^l)lack damp" appear, the entire power of the fan can 
be turned on that part of the mine, and in a very short time drive 
out every trace of the poisonous gas. In any part of this mine I 
can secure air readings more than suflBcient for the men working 
in the section. With big operations like this, an accident is liable 
to happen at any time to the ventilating system, but I can say 
that aside from accidents the management is carrying out every 
provision of the mining law. 

The upper or new mine is a drift, and is ventilated by a 16 foot 
fan, also blowing. More than enough air has been furnished at 
every inspection. 

There are a couple of planes in this mine, the coal being very 
much inclined, and sometimes the rooms are very steep, the head- 
ings crossing the grade and the rooms being driven against the 
"pitch." Drainage and roads are good. The older operations, lying 
lower in the coal, give Ocean No. 7 an advantage in drainage. The 
tunnel below Ocean No. 1 takes most of their water. Two small 
locomotives are used to haul the empty cars from the dump to 
the mouth of the "slope," and the bottom of the planes in the 
new mine. 
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This is an average inspection of the mine during the year 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 


Number 


Air 




feet air. 


Employees. 


per man. 


Intake from lai^e fan 


144,846 
3,860 


517 


280 


Intake to 2nd le?t, 1st cross new slope 


34 


114 


Intake to 3rd cross, new slope 


2,175 


18 


121 


Intake to 2nd right, 1st cross, new slope. . . 


3,782 


28 


142 


Intake to 3rd left, 1st cross, new slope 


4,040 


41 


99 


Intake to 3rd left, 3rd cross, new slope 


2,100 


17 


124 


Intake 3rd right, 1st cross, new slope 


2,525 


25 


101 


Inside cut, tmrd right, straight, new slope. . 


1,856 


18 


103 


Intake to 4th left, 1st cross, new slope 

Intake to 4th right, 1st cross, new slope 

Intake to 5th left, 1st cross, new slope 


3,560 


37 


96 


4,480 


45 


100 


1,515 


6 


252 


Intake to 5th right, straight, new slope 


1,415 


6 


236 


Intake to 2nd ri^ht, 1st cross, middle slope . . 


4,432 


39 


114 


Intake to 3rd right, 1st cross, middle slope 
Intake to 3rd right, 2nd cross, middle slope. . 


5,375 


54 


100 


2,360 


3 


786 


Intake to 3rd straight, middle slope 

Intake ot 4th right, 1st cross, middle slope . . 


2,080 


17 


122 


4,275 


39 


110 


Intake to 1st rieht. old slope 


2,000 
8,440 
3,780 


4 


500 


Intake to 2nd n&rht. old slope 


19 


444 


Intake to 3rd rient, old slope 


15 


252 


Intake to 4th rieht, old slope 


9,080 


38 


239 


Intake from small fan, new mine 


63,000 


133 


446 


Intake to 1st right heading, new slope 

Intake to straight heading, new slope 


11,200 


35 


320 


6,710 


35 


192 


Intake to 1st left, new slope 


9,540 


24 


397 



In the Tyson seam quite an extensive opening has been made; 
and in addition to supplying fuel for the boilers at the mine, 
it is now being shipped. The coal is very good in quality, and some 
miners are working it about as readily as the Big Vein. This 
operation is ventilated by a small fan, of "Stine*^ make, which 
supplies plenty of air for the present, but will soon need more 
power to force air enough into the small areas of the thin vein. 

With over 800 employees at these mines, it is a large under- 
taking for one man to supervise, and too much for personal direc- 
tion. The mine foreman has four or five assistants. More 
machine coal is mined than from any other mine, and it is re- 
markable that accidents are so infrequent, with the high coal, the 
large space of roof left untimbered while cutting, and even some- 
times while loading the coal cut and ready in a place. Coal is 
often blasted here during the day, and often the places left filled 
with smoke; then it is said that there is not air ventilation up to 
legal standard; but the fact is that 100 feet per man per minute 
will not remove powder smoke, where indiscriminate blasting is 
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^one, and if smoke is to be kept out, there must either be less 
blasting, or it must be at stated times, by both men and companies. 

Ocean Mine No. 8. 

Charles Latham, Mine Foreman. 

At Midland, Ocean Mine No. 8 is located on a side track or 
back switch, from the C. & P. R. R. The mine was opened to 
work the coal lying between Ocean Mine No. 1 and the Georges 
Creek Coal & Iron Company's property, bordering on their "Cutter 
Mine,'' or "Engineside." The most of this mine's product is pick 
mined, and it is beyond doubt one of the best mines in the region 
from a workman's standpoint. The coal is good, the mine is con- 
venient, not being very extensive, and conditions as to ventilation 
and drainage are first-class. One machine is used in the mine, 
and is able to cut all the places where it is practicable to use the 
"puncher." Drainage and roads are all that could be desired. 
The mine is ventilated from Ocean No. 1, and this is an average 
inspection report: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake at mouth of mine 


21,420 


75 


285 









The current is carried around the places, and finds its way 
into Ocean No. 1. The haulage is by a small compressed air 
motor, on the main heading, and mules on the cross headings to 
gather the cars. 

Ocean Mine No. 9. 

Joseph Radcliffe, Mine Foreman. 

This operation is located about two miles east of Frostburg, and 
is on the main line of the C. & P. R. R. It is opened in the 
"Tyson vein," with two good openings, the ventilation furnished 
by a large fan, and about the best "Tyson" around that locality. 
It is claimed to be one of the best places to work in the region, 
although small vein coal. The coal mined is almost entirely used 
by the railroad for coaling its engines. Another opening is being 
made nearer Frostburg, and a side track put in. A dump will 
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be built here, and the output of one of the present openings, to- 
gether with the new opening, is to be shipped; one opening being 
sufficient to supply the locomotives on the railroad with fuel. 
About thirty men are employed at this mine, and conditions are 
generally good. The development of the Tyson coal has been 
larger here than anywhere else in the upper part of the region, 
and it has established the fact that the Tyson vein is of gr^t com- 
mercial value. It lies about 100 feet above the Big Vein, and is 
sometimes, though not often, affected by the removal of the coal 
below. 

H. & W. A. HITCHINS COAL COMPANY. 

John Malloy, Mine Foreman. 

This company was formed about six years ago, and is now work- 
ing some of the abandoned coal, lost on Georges Creek when ven- 
tilation was a secondary consideration. The mine is located on 
the C. & P. R. R., close to the old Frost mines. A long plane 
extends from the dimip up to a tramroad, at the end of which is 
another plane and a short tramway, to the opening. This open- 
ing, called "No. 3,^^ is rapidly being worked out. "No. 2^^ open- 
ing is at the foot of the second plane, and promises to be quite 
a large operation. At present they are driving across, into old 
workings, making places for the men as they go along. The coal 
is the highest quality of Big Vein, but crossing the old workings, 
cleaning up and timbering the old places makes it very expensive 
mining at present. The mines employ about 45 men; consider- 
ing the character of the work, ventilation is all that could be 
expected. 

BARTON & GEORGES CREEK VALLEY COAL COMPANY. 

Carlos Mine. 

A. Hitchens, Superintendent. 

Mine Foremen. 

The Barton and Georges Creek Valley Coal Company have their 
mines at Carlos, on the Carlos branch of the C. & P. R. R. The 
company has been mining the Big Vein, from three openings. 
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The lower or "old mine'^ is worked out. The company is making 
commendable efforts to observe the mining laws. Cut-throughs 
are being driven at the required intervals. It may be noted that 
falls extending 80 to 100 feet have occurred in narrow work — 
headings — in this mine, yet no trouble has been found with cut- 
throughs driven between rooms 13 to 15 feet wide. Apparently, 
falls are from purely local causes, and do not indicate any struc- 
tural weakness in a mine, such as would render complete com- 
pliance with the law as to cut-throughs unsafe. 

The ventilation at the slope is furnished by a 16-foot fan, and 
at no time during the year just ended has there been any cause 
for complaint. The miners are permitted to blast their coal at 
this operation, after preparing it, and they blast it at any time of 
day. For that reason the smoke from blasts is thick at times. 

The average inspection of the mine follows: 



Where Measured. 



Intake at fan 

Inside cut-through, 1st left. . . 
Intake to No. 1 slant, 1st left 
Inside cut-through, 1st right. , 

Outlet of new mine 

Outlet of slope 



Cubic 


Number 


feet air. 


Employees. 


41,662 


143 


8,075 


58 


8,990 


25 


11,250 


39 


9,165 


21 


12,150 





Air 
per man, 

291 
139 
360 
299 
436 



Boads and drainage are in good condition here, and the output 
is hauled up the slope by a stationary engine; gathering is done 
by drivers, with horses, no mules being used. A very good bath- 
room is provided in the powerhouse for the fan, where miners may 
change their clothing and take a bath before going home, hot and 
cold water being provided. All in all, this is one of the best of 
the good places to work in the region. 



BOWERY COAL COMPANY. 
Uriah Jones, Superintendent. 

This is a company recently organized, to open a part of the old 
^^owery Fumace^^ mine, and the "Johnson" mine. It is, like 
many other operations here, going after coal once given up for 
lost. Only a few men are working at present, putting the mine 
in readiness for shipping. They will ship over what is known 
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as the Midlothian branch of the C. & P. B. B. The coal is Big 
Vein. 

This company has another operation, in the Tyson coal, close 
to Frostburg, worked exclusively for fuel, for local trade. Only 
three or four men are employed, working mostly during the winter. 
Last year they mined 2,200 tons. 

BBADDOCK COAL COMPANY. 
F. C. Harwood, Superintendent. 

Pine City Mine No. 1. 
Joseph Cutter, Mine Foreman. 

What was the ^^Bock Vein Coal Company^^ is now the Brad- 
dock Coal Company, the company being re-organized some time ago. 

This company has one mine. Pine City, No. 1, located about 
three miles east of Frostburg, in the extreme eastern section, 
where the coal crops out. There is some doubt as to what vein of 
coal is worked; being variously assigned as the Barton four foot, 
and the Thomas three foot seams. It is a very good grade of 
coal, and no doubt can be mined with profit. There are two 
openings, but a short distance from one another. The ventilation 
has not been good at any time during the year, very little atten- 
tion having been paid to ventilation since the mine was first opened. 
On my last visit more had been done toward putting up brattices 
and making airways, than at any time previous. I have recom- 
mended that a fan be put in here, and understand that the com- 
pany intend making this improvement at once. The coal is con- 
veyed from this plant to the railroad by a novel means — ^the only 
one of its kind in the region, and deserving of some notice. The 
coal is dumped from the miners' cars into a chute or bin, close 
to the mouth of the mine, and a stationary engine of 33 horse- 
power furnishes the power to operate a cable, to which is attached 
12, and sometimes 14 buckets, with a capacity of 10.00 cwt. each, 
which are suspended on an aerial cable. There are two cables; 
one is stationary, and the bucket has a trolley, fitted to the sta- 
tionary cable; the bucket is attached to the other until it reaches 
the terminal at the mine, when by an automatic arrangement it 
is released from the rope, and rests at the chute until loaded. 
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When the next bucket comes along the loade^ bucket is started 
automatically on its journey to the bins at the railroad, and when 
the bins are reached, dumped, and settled back on a platform, 
until the next load arrives and starts it off on the return trip 
down the "empty" side of the conveyor. 

The bin at the mine has a capacity of 100 tons, and that at 
the railroad 250 tons. The cables are supported by five buttresses 
between the two bins. For a limited output this means of con- 
veyance has some things to recommend it, but of course the output 

must necessarily be small and to some extent uncertain, for the 
crippling of any part of the system will stop the conveyor. 

The company ships on the Eckhart branch of the C. & P., and 

about 20 miners and laborers are employed. 



WACHOVIA COAL COMPANY. 
MoNTELL Mine. 

Wm. H. McClune, Superintendent and Mine Foreman. 
Montell tunnel was driven a good many years ago, and aban- 
doned. It is supposed to enter the "Davis" or "Six-foot" seam. 
The present company was recently organized, and is making prep- 
arations for considerable development. They have a large area 
of coal, very little of which has been mined. Mining machines 
have been installed, of the puncher variety; during the present 
year an air-way has been constructed, in one side of the tunnel, 
which it is hoped may improve their ventilation, giving the air 
a return. A very fine dump, of the "Phillips Cross Over'^ make, 
with pole weights, has been constructed here, and good tracks laid. 
The mine is located about one mile east of Vale Summit, and ships 
over the Georges Creek & Cimiberland Railroad. 

At present about nine men are employed, not enough to bring 
the mine under the provisions of the mining laws. 
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GEORGES CREEK COAL AND IRON COMPANY. 

R. L. Somerville, Superintendent. 

Mines No. 1 and Cutter, Tyson Nos. 16 and 17. 

Richard Spear, Mine Foreman. 

Mines No. 1 and Cutter, or "Engineside/^ as they are familiarly 
known, are located near Lonaconing, on the C. & P. Railroad, and 
are among the old mines of the region, especially No. 1. Cutter 
mine is ventilated by a large exhaust fan, and at all my visits 
the air was good. At times I have found places too far ahead 
of the air — that is, cut-throughs not made every 105 feet, as re- 
quired by law — ^but when I called the attention of the mine fore- 
man to it, he promised that there should be no trouble on that 
Bcore. 

The following is an average inspection for the year: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 


Intake at mouth of mine 


19,845 
4,220 
7,875 
8,250 
4,672 

29,460 


70 
32 
12 
19 

7 


284 


Intake to Cutter headins: 


132 


Intake to " Q. X." headW 


656 


Outlet of Peeles headine 


434 


Outlet of Blue headine 


667 


Return to fan 





» 

Eoads and drainage are generally good. 

Mine No. 1 is about worked out, only a few men being mining 
coal. The Tyson vein, opened at this place some time ago, is being 
pushed vigorously, and it is proposed to make this the largest pro- 
ducing mine in the region in this vein. The company has built 
a power house at this plant that is a model. All work is to be 
done by electricity, and the power-house is amply equipped to 
supply all power needed for years to come. All haulage is to be 
done by electric motors. At present an electric motor only 29 
inches high is being used to haul the mine cars from the openings 
to the dump, at the top of the conveyor. This conveyor is a new 
thing in this region. Instead of the old-time plane, this is a 
trough or sheet-iron lined chute, passing down the heavy grade 
from the bin at the mine mouth. Coal is let into this in small 
quantities from the bins, and pulled through by a constantly 
travelling endless rope, to which is attached plates, every three feet. 
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about ten inches in diameter. At the lower terminal of the convey- 
or is a washery, also something new locally. A chute receives the 
coal^ and it passes over a screen. The lumps go on to the railroad 
cars, and the slack is run into the washery, thoroughly cleaned of 
any impurities, and by a belt conveyor transferred into a long 
chute, whence it is deposited in the railroad cars, absolutely clean. 
This washed coal is mainly shipped in box cars, for smithing pur- 
poses. 

The company's enterprise deserves commendation, and lit is 
hoped that they may develop a new market for the Tyson coal. 
About 100 men are employed at the four mines — No. 1, Cutter, 
and Tyson Nos. 16 and 17. 

No. 3, OR Pine Hill Mine. 
John Boyd, Mine Foreman. 

Pine Hill Mine, or No. 3, is about halfway between Lonaconing 
and Midland, and ships over the C. & P. Eailroad. An inclined 
plane conveys the coal from the mine down the mountainside to the 
dump, where it is placed on the railroad cars. The mine is a good 
one; ventilation is by natural means, but the cut-throughs and 
brattices are so closely watched that the ventilation is generally good 
all the year round. Another thing helps to keep the mine well 
aired — ^the grade inside is heavy; once the hill is dug through, 
the heading acts like an air-shaft, pulling to the highest point in 
the winter time, and to the lowest in the summer. 

About thirty-five miners are employed. 

Mine No. 12. 

Mine No. 12 is a short distance east of Pine Hill Mine, on the 
neighboring hill. It is a knob of coal, all to itself; and the com- 
pany is getting it in readiness for making quite large shipments. 
Only six men were working here on the occasion of my visits, 
hence not enough to bring it imder the law. A long inclined 
plane brings the coal to the Georges Creek and Cumberland E. E., 
on which they ship. 
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Columbia^ or Mine No. 9. 

John Boyd, Foreman. 

Columbia, or Mine No. 9, is located at Gilmore, and ships coal 
over the G. C. & C. R. R. This mine is opened in the workings 
of the old Midland mine, of the Hampshire & Baltimore Coal 
Company. The property was purchased by the Georges Creek 
Coal & Iron Company to enable them to get at some coal of their 
own that lies beyond this property. The mine is ventilated by 
natural means, and like "Pine HilF^ brattices are kept well up, 
and with heavy inside grades, conditions as to ventilation are much 
the same. 

About twenty-five miners are employed, and roads and drainage 
are always in good condition. 

Mine No. 10. 

Mine No. 10, located at Midland, is an opening intended to 
get to the other side of the same hill in which "Columbia Mine^' 
is working, to get some coal that cannot be reached from that 
mine. Not enough men to bring the mine imder the law^s pro- 
visions. 

Conditions generally good. 

NEW CENTRAL COAL COMPANY. 

Duncan Sinclair, Superintendent. 

KooNTz Mine — Big Vein and Tyson. 

William Thompson, Mine Foreman. 

The New Central Coal Compan/s Koontz mine is about two 
miles north of Lonaconing, shipping over the G. C. & C. R. R., 
a branch of which runs up to the mine. An inclined plane leads 
from the dump to the mine, whence the haulage is done by rope 
and stationary engine. This operation was very badly handled 
before the present management took it in charge. A "squeeze'* 
and consequent great loss of coal was allowed to come upon the 
mine by carelessness. The effect of this is apparent in the mine 
to-day. The covering is very heavy here, and the coal not being 
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taken out cleanly permitted the overlying strata to shift its weight 
always to the places that were being worked. At present they are 
beginning to be relieved of some of this trouble, the mine being 
now in the best condition I have seen it. From the causes men- 
tioned there has been some very dangerous work in this mine, and 
too much credit cannot be given the management for their vigil- 
ance, nor to the miners for their skilful and painstaking methods 
in caring for their working places. Ventilation is furnished at 
this mine by a twenty-foot fan, and is generally very good. Under 
the former management little attention was paid to driving air- 
courses, and old workings surround the mine, the Georges Creek 
Coal and Iron Company^s mines and the Consolidation Coal Com- 
pany's mine No. 7 being adjoining. The fan is a ^T}lower," and 
thus fights back the "black damp'^ from the old workings. 

About 49,200 cubic feet of air is furnished at the intake of the 
large fan, to the ninety miners, making 546 cubic feet of air per 
man. Of course, not all this reaches the miners, but enough does 
so to keep the air generally pretty good. 

The Tyson vein is one of the best in the region, the coal being 
very uniform and of good quality. The haulage is upon the 
"tail-rope" system, by a stationary engine; mules being used to 
gather the cars to the rope. Ventilation is also by a force fan, and 
*at present is in very good shape. The fan is 12 feet in diameter, 
capable of supplying plenty of air for a much larger number of 
men than is employed. 

This was the condition of the ventilation upon my last inspec- 
tion: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air. 
per man 


Intake from fan 


16,320 
4,640 
7,020 

13,440 


25 
9 

7 


653 


Intake to first left 


516 


Inside cut-throneh in 1st rieht 


1,003 


Outlet at mouth of mine 
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MARYLAND COAL COMPANY. 
P. E. Brackett, Superintendent. 

Applbton Mine. 
William Dodds^ Mine Poreman. 

Appleton Mine, of the Maryland Coal Company, is on the west- 
em hill, at Lonaconing, and is one of a group of mines that have 
long been opened, and some of which are worked out, only the 
Appleton and Kingsland mines remaining. Appleton mine is is 
many respects one of the best in the region, its roads and drain- 
age being all that could be desired in a mine. This company 
merits special commendation for its practice of keeping a "square 
turn,'' or equal distribution of cars to the miners. All men, pro- 
vided they can load them, get an equal number of mine-cars. An 
unequal turn, or discrimination in the distribution of cars be- 
tween men in a coal mine, is often the source of great contention, 
arraying one man against another, because some miner, for some 
reason or other, and very often for no reason at all, but the care- 
lessness of those having the distribution of the cars in charge, 
gets cars that properly should go to his neighbor. I should like 
to see all the companies as scrupulous about this matter as the 
Maryland Company. 

The ventilation at this mine is furnished by an exhaust fan, 
sixteen feet in diameter, and supplies sufl&cient air, very often 
more than the law requires. This ventilation travels entirely over 
the air courses and headings, none going into rooms by means of 
cut-throughs as the law provides, because the company refuses to 
make the cut-throughs. Section 209 H of the mining law says : 
*lt shall be the duty of the mine foreman to see that proper cut- 
throughs are made in all the rooms and pillars, at such distances 
apart as the mine inspector may deem requisite, not more than 
35 yards in any instance, for the purpose of ventilation, etc.'' 
This, the company has not been doing, and when I approached its 
ofBcers about it, they said their coal would not stand the necessary 
cut-throughs, being too soft in its nature, and faulty in its roof- 
coal. I have discussed the matter exhaustively with the Super- 
intendent and other officials of this company, making several 
special trips to see them, but have failed to secure even a partial 
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compliance with the law. At my visit in December, 1904, I re- 
quested that some effort be made to obey the law, since I had no 
discretion in the matter, but must under the law see the cut- 
throughs be made. I asked that cut-throughs be driven in the 
right side of the mine, which shows no sign of ^'squeeze,^^ there 
being some evidence of weight in the left side of the mine. At 
parting, my understanding was that cut-throughs would be driven 
in the right side. The Superintendent claims that his imder- 
standing was, that one cut-through was to be driven, to show that 
the coal wouM not stand cutting. On my next visit, February 16, 
1905, I found a cut-through, in room 5, of the 3rd right, 160 feet 
from the heading, doing no good whatever to the ventilation. The 
Superintendent sent me word a day or two after this to the effect 
that they had done all they agreed to do, but would drive another 
eut-through, closer to the pillaring, to show the effect sooner. 

I concluded that only one course was left — ^to ask the courts to 
enforce the law; and accordingly swore out, before a Justice of the 
Peace, a warrant for the arrest of the mine foreman, charging 
violation of the section of the mining law above quoted. This 
case is still pending before the court, and I would not like to 
say an)rthing that would in any way prejudice it; the matter of 
driving the cut-throughs, however, is of great importance ; sufficient 
air for the miners working cannot be conducted up mining "rooms^' 
450 to 500 feet long, without being forced by cut-throughs. Nor 
is the company's contention as to the peculiarly bad quality of their 
roof good; in Carlos mine the heading fell about 100 feet, the entry 
being driven eight feet wide ; while rooms, driven off this heading, 
13 to 15 feet wide, have cut-throughs the same as at any other part 
of their mine. Perhaps the trouble is that the company does not 
leave sufficient pillars between their rooms. I have measured 
pillars 12 to 28 feet in thickness, and for a distance of nearly 500 
feet — that is a very slim support for a mountain, with such a 
pitch as it is at this mine. It is little wonder the company has 
difficulty in getting some rooms driven up — ^they practically take 
out the pillars going up. Under some companies in this region 
pillars 100 feet in thickness are left between rooms, because of 
the great amount of cover. These companies drive their cut- 
throughs in compliance with the law. 
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There is an inclined plane in this mine, drivers with horses 
gathering the mine-cars left and right to the plane. At the 
bottom of the plane the cars are taken in charge by a small loco- 
motive, and pulled to the dump, whence the coal is shipped over 
the G. C. & C. R. E. 

An average inspection of the mine during the year follows : 



Where Measured. 



Intake from the Manway 

Intake from the mouth of the mine. 

Intake from the 2nd right 

Outlet of 4th Intake, 3rd right 

Outlet of 4th left and air-course 

Outlet of 3rd left 

Outlet of 2nd left 

Return to the fan 



Cubic 
feet air. 



39,240 
18,600 
6,800 
7,660 
5,496 
4,975 
3,825 
59,150 



Number , 
Employees 



8 
46 
15 
27 
20 



Air 
per man. 



850 
164 
366 
184 
191 



This report shows plenty of air travelling over the headings and 
in the air courses, but it is not carried as close to the miners by 
means of the cut-throughs as is required by the law, and is neces- 
sary for the maintenance of a healthful condition in the working 
places, where the miners are employed. 

About 160 miners are employed in this mine. 

Patton Mine. 
August Ricker, Mine Foreman. 

This mine is a short distance west of Lonaconing, the farthest 
west the company is operating. It is rapidly being worked out, 
and before another annual report is made it is doubtful if Patton 
mine will be included as one of the mines shipping the famous 
Georges Creek coal. About 65 miners are now employed here, 
and conditions generally are good; there being no longer any 
lengthy rooms remaining in the mine. Ventilation is furnished 
by a pressure fan, which must be kept running at a very low rate, 
because of the contracted operations of the mine. This is the 
average condition during the year: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake from fan 


17,280 


61 


283 









The air is carried around pretty well, to the 60 to 65 miners 
who are employed. Around the hill a short distance east of Pat- 
ton mine is an opening in what is known as "crop coal;" in this 
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mine are about 20 miners. Ventilation is natural, but when the 
coal is taken out the places generally fall to daylight, the cover 
being mostly light, so air is plentiful. Roads and drainage are 
always in good shape here, and the same system of equal distri- 
bution of cars prevails here, as at Appleton mine. An excellent 
system of haulage, by a stationary engine and rope, is used, ship- 
ping being over the 6. C. & C. R. E. 

LONACONING COAL COMPANY. 

Shamrock Mine. 

J. J. Dobbie, Superintendent. Thomas Keating, Mine Foreman. 

"Shamrock^^ mine is on the G. C. & C. R. R., a short distance 
east of Lonaconing. I have made but two visits to this mine, it 
having been finished on the occasion of my last visit. About seven- 
teen men were working at my first visit, under fair conditions. 
An inclined plane transported the coal from the mine's mouth 
to the dump. Some time in July the operation was abandoned, 
and since that time the company has not been operating in this 
State. 

AMERICAN COAL COMPANY. 

Jackson Mines. 

Isaac Bradbum, Superintendent. John Peel, Mine Foreman. 

A large number of openings distinguish this operation, on the 
eastern side of Lonaconing, along the mountainside, east and west 
of the dump. A tramroad extends around to Moscow Mine, of 
the Piedmont Coal Company, on the west side, and up "Coon 
Hollow,^' on the east. The openings from the west side are being 
rapidly worked out, except No. 5, where the largest opening under 
the company is located. Here a stationary engine, by means of a 
rope, hauls the coal outside. A locomotive is used on the tram- 
road to haul the coal both ways to the dump. It is quite large, 
for mine work, is both an economic and safe means of conveyance. 
No. 5 mine has most of the men in it. The mine is ventilated 
by a force fan, run at present at a very low rate of speed. It is 
one of the best fans in the region, and at one time the extent of 



44 Soport of Mine Imqpeetor for 1905. 

Caledonia Mine, Barton. 
David Williamson, Mine Foreman. 

Caledonia Mine of the American Coal Company is located at 
Barton, and comprises operations both in the big vein and Tyson 
coal. Like many others in this region, the big vein is merely 
skirting around the hills for miles with a series of openings, by 
means of a tramroad and locomotive, hauling the coal to the 
head of the plane, whence it is lowered by means of a cable and 
wheelhouse, to the dump below. Natural means are employed to 
ventilate the big vein mine, and the management do all in their 
power to obey the law, making holes to the surface every 160 to 
200 feet, and thus securing a plentiful supply of good fresh air. 

The Tyson at this place is one of the best regulated mines in 
the region. A shorii plane leads up to it from the top of the main 
plane, and down this the cars are lowered; thence down the main 
plane to the bottom. At present four headings are working in 
this mine, employing about 55 men, and while by natural means, 
the ventilation is always good. 

This shows about the average condition of ventilation: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Niunber 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake at mouth of mine 


7,845 
6,800 


55 


143 


Outlet at No. 1 heading 







General condition of roads and drainage first-class. The com- 
pany ships over the C. & P. Eailroad. 

PIEDMONT MINING COMPANY. 

George P. King, Superintendent. 

Pekin Mine. 

William Morgan, Mine Foreman. 

The Pekin mine of the Piedmont Mining Company is located 
at Pekin, a mining town on the C. & P. E. E., over which road 
the company ships their coal. The mine skirts the property of the 
Maryland Coal Company, finding some very good coal, among 
workings abandoned years ago, in the "crop coal.^^ When it was 
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thought the Big Vein was inexhaustible the "crop coal/* lying near 
the surface and sometimes slightly discolored by the atmosphere 
and dampness, was unsalable — ^now a very good quality of coal is 
mined, giving employment to about 50 men, and adding to the 
general good. 

An incline plane leads from the dump to a tramroad, on which 
a small steam locomotive operates, hauling the mining cars when 
empty to the couple of openings. Long distances are covered for 
very little coal, and the question of reaching the railway cars is 
serious. The method employed by the company seems to me the 
most economical. Ventilation at this operation is by natural 
means; places are driven through to the surface at intervals of 
150 or 200 feet, and while no air readings can be obtained, be- 
cause the air is not confined enough to measure, the spirit of the 
law is being observed and at most times the ventilation is fair. 
Roads and drainage are generally in fair condition. 



Moscow Mine. 

Charles Stevens, Mine Foreman. 

Moscow mine is situated a short distance east of Barton, on the 
C. & P. E. E. It is in the ^T)ig vein,** working what was the 
"Shaw** coal before acquired by the company. With the Ameri- 
can Coal Company's No. 13 on one side worked out, and the 
abandoned Potomac Big Vein mine on the other, the mine works 
under difficulties. About 20 to 25 men find employment. Venti- 
laEon, by means of air holes in the hillside, is generally good. 
Roads and general condition of the mine as to drainage and safety, 
very good. A tramroad, or outside haulage road, is made around 
the hill, and the coal hauled from this opening to the top of an 
incline plane, down which the cars are lowered by a cable and 
drum to the dump, at railroad switch. 
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MOSCOW-GEORGES CBEEK COAL COMPANY. 

W. A. Somerville, Superintendent. 

Moscow MiNBs^ Nos. 2 and 3. 

William Askey, Mine Foreman. 

Moscow mines Nos. 2 and 3 are on the west bank of Georges 
Creek, near Barton, and ship on the C. & P. B. B. The mine 
works the ^^Barton four foof ^ coal, which is of very good quality, 
although it seems to be more refractory than elsewhere. The mine 
is a drift, ventilated by a small ^Tjasket*^ fumace.^^ Of course, 
this is inadequate ; and when the required number of men are work- 
ing, it will not meet the requirements of the law. The *T)ig vein" 
or No. 2 is in the old Pekill property, dumping its product over 
the same dump used by No. 3. An incline plane of considerable 
length leads to the first opening, which is about worked out. 
Within the past year this company has spent a large sum of money 
in laying up another plane and opening up the old Pekill prop- 
erty, where it is hoped that they will find much big vein. I be- 
lieve they will; it looked promising on my last visit there — ^in 
April. Ventilation is by natural means, and is very good; plenty 
of air-holes being through to the surface. 

Boads and drainage are in good condition in the *T)ig vein," 
not so good in the ^^Barton four foot." 

Moscow Mine No. 1. 
W. A. Somerville, Superintendent 

This operation in the ^^arton four foot" is located near Barton, 
on the C. & P. B. B. It is ventilated by a small fan, and the air 
is fairly good. Usually not enough men are working to bring the 
mine under the law's provisions, although sometimes I have found 
over ten men employed. Like many others, the mine is not in 
as good condition as it might be, owing largely to the fact that 
it has been mismanaged at the start. Drainage is bad, much of 
the work being toward the dip. The openings are drifts — ^three 
in number, and all in the ^'Barton four foot," or ^^Bakerstown" 
coal — an excellent coal. 

At present the mine is being worked by Henry Myers — said to 
be under a lease. 



Maryland Goal and Olay MinM. 47 

POTOMAC COAL COMPANY. 

Henry Shriver, General SuperintendeDit. 

P. H. Gallagher, Mine Foreman. 

The Potomac Coal Company has its operation at Barton, ship- 
ping over the C. & P. R. R. All their big vein is worked out, and 
the company is working two of the veins below the big vein. 
The first is the "Dirty nine-f oof or ""Little Clarksburg'' coal ; two 
openings have been made. A plane of about 1,000 feet is used to 
convey the coal down to a tramroad, whence a small locomotive 
takes it to the diunp. This mine has natural ventilation, and 
in unfavorable weather not what it should be. In small seams, 
Buch as this, the ventilation must be very strong to meet the pur- 
poses of the law; which is no more than is necessary for the health 
of miners and the proper mining and cleaning of the coal. The 
Superintendent visited the mine with me, to consider the best way 
of properly ventilating it; no water is to be had on the hill where 
the mine is located, and the question of power is a difficult one. 
The Superintendent thought at one time of piping steam from 
the Barton four foot mine, a distance of about 9,000 feet; but 
this was found impracticable; and the company decided to work 
only a couple of men until they could get through the mountain, 
and thus create a natural suction at all times of the year. A 
couple of air shafts have been sunk at the left side of the mine, 
which while they improved the case somewhat, did not increase 
the force sufficiently to bring the mine up to standard requirements. 

The openings in the "Barton four foot" are three in number, 
and among the best in the region. This is the best, in my opinion, 
of any of the lower veins, except perhaps the six foot. A large 
blowing fan, 20 feet in diameter, ventilates the mines, and keeps 
them generally in good condition. For some time before February 
last this operation has not been working. The drainage has not 
been the best here, but the coal lies low, and many local "dips" 
make it a hard matter to keep the mine anything like well drained. 

About 48 or 50 miners and mine laborers are employed here. 
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W. J. CHAPMAN COAL COMPANY. 
W. J. Barnard, Superintendent and Foreman. (Resigned and 

succeeded by Edward Clark.) 

The W. J. Chapman Coal Company is working two different 
veins at Barton — ^the "Barton four foof ^ or "Bakerstown^^ about 
400 feet below the big vein, and the Tyson, a vein about 100 feet 
above the big vein. The "Barton four foot'' is in pretty fair con- 
dition as to ventilation, a heading being driven through the hill^ 
and the opening being much higher than the mine-mouth, creates 
a draft, either up or down, at every season of the year. I consider 
this vein of great commercial value, and enough importance has 
hardly been attached to its development. The drainage is not of 
the best — not enough attention has been paid to it in the beginning, 
and the local "dips'' also complicate matters. 

About twenty men are employed. 

The Tyson, or upper mine, is reached by two incline planes 
and a tramroad about six hundred feet long, between the planes. 
The Tyson vein here and at all mines further south, is much thicker 
than up the region, toward the north-east. It ranges from five 
to seven feet thick here, a good workable coal. Ventilation has 
been nothing like it should be, and previous to Feb. 17th last 
no effort was made to obey the law. On that date I appeared be- 
fore a Justice of the Peace at Barton, every effort to secure obedi- 
ence to the law by inspection and discussion having failed, and 
swore out a warrant for the arrest of the Superintendent and fore- 
man, charging violation of Section 209 6 of the mining act — "The 
operator or superintendent of every coal mine, whether shaft, slope 
or drift, shall provide and hereafter maintain ample means of 
ventilation," etc. This mine is in a solid piece of coal, though 
of not very large extent. Upon my first inspection I saw ven- 
tilation was a serious matter. As the operation is small, I agreed 
with the Superintendent not to insist upon a fan being placed 
at the mine, provided he would drive air-holes to the surface. It 
was a question of results, more than of means. This was in 
June, 1904. The mine was getting larger, more men were being 
employed, but no means of ventilation being provided. In August 
I found conditions worse, and asked that they be remedied. In 
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October I found conditions no better; could get no air readings. 
Superintendent claimed expense was too great to drive an airhole 
to the hill'Side. In December I found the conditions becoming 
intolerable, and asked the Superintendent if the company pre- 
vented him from making the improvements I asked; he frankly 
said they were not, that the matter was entirely in his own hands, 
and the only reason he did not drive the air-course was the great 
expense involved. I again asked him to carry out the compromise 
course first agreed upon, and left. On February 17th I again in- 
spected the mine, and finding nothing done toward obeying the law, 
resorted to the only means remaining to secure obedience to the 
laws. 

On April 4th I visited the operation, and found conditions very 
much improved. An air-shaft had been sunk at a considerable 
distance from the mine-mouth, and the mine is now in very good 
condition as to ventilation. 

Much annoyance and unpleasantness would be avoided if every 
mine official would note fully the requirements of the laws, which 
the Inspector must enforce, regardless of any considerations, rea- 
sonably and fairly. 

About thirty-five miners work in this mine. 

FROSTBURG COAL COMPANY. 

William Thomas, Superintendent and Mine Foreman. 

The mines of the Frostburg Coal Company are at Reynolds, a 
new town on the Westemport and Lonaconing Electric Railway, 
and ship by the C. & P. R. R. Operations have been suspended 
for some time, but were resumed in January of the present year. 
The veins worked are the "Thomas^^ or three-foot, and directly 
above, with an incline plane leading up to it, the "Barton four 
foot,^^ although at present not being worked. The Thomas coal 
at this point is very hard — almost as refractory as anthracite. 
Puncher mining machines of "IngersoU-Sargent'^ type are used in 
undercutting the coal, the power being supplied by an air-com- 
pressor in their engine room. All coal is mined by machine, no 
pick mining being done at present. The mine is ventilated by 
a blowing fan, situated some distance from the mine-mouth, which 
furnishes plenty of air for the mine, but on account of the ex- 
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ceptionally cai^less manner in which the mine was formerly worked, 
air courses had fallen in, headings run into each other, brattices 
either never put up or indifferently built, all coal mined from the 
nearest points, regardless to the future of the mine, either as to 
safety or ventilation, conditions are not good. The present man- 
agement has made considerable improvement, and while much 
yet remains to be done, it is encouraging to see something acccmi- 
plished. The fan is 12 feet in diameter, and steam is piped quite 
a distance to run it. 

This is an inspection report: 



Where Measured 



Intake from the fan 

Outlet of 2nd right, and intake to 3Fd right. 

Inside cut in 5tn rieht 

Outlet at the mouth of the mine 



Cubic 
feet air. 



21,260 

2,160 

945 

16,100 



Number 
Employ! 



20 

7 
4 



Air 
per man. 



10,63 
308 
271 



Boads and drainage only in fair condition, but the general 
demoralization of the property is the cause of this. 



PHOENIX AND GEOKGES CREEK COAL COMPANY. 

A. T. Althouse, President. 

John Rankin, Superintendent and Mine Foreman. 

The Phoenix and Georges Creek Coal Company has three open- 
ings in the big vein coal, one in the "dirty nine-foot,^' or '^Little 
Clarksburg,^^ and two in the ^^arton four foot.^^ The openings 
in the big vein are in the abandoned Phoenix mine mainly, and 
out of it they have gotten and yet will get a good deal of coa;l. 
The mines are all drifts. Natural ventilation in the big vein, 
and generally all right, air-holes being driven to the surface for 
ventilation. In the "Barton four foot^^ are employed about 25 
men, and conditions there are very good. The coal at this point 
seems to be better than most places farther up the valley. Venti- 
lation is by a furnace, and gives satisfaction, the mine being not 
yet very extensive. The management agrees to put in a fan as 
soon as it is required. The "dirty nine-foot'^ is just being opened 
up. The company has a large area of this coal, as well as of the 
Barton four foot, which they intend to develop. An incline plane 
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reaches from the dump to the "Barton four foot/^ the first mine 
working; another plane leads to the big vein, and about half-way 
up this plane the "dirty nine-foot'^ is reached. 

This is a report of the ventilation of the "Barton four foot'^ 
mine: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake at the mouth of mine 


5,390 
4,160 
7,425 


• • ■ • 

25 




Inside cut-through in main heading. 

Return to furnace 


167 



This operation is about two miles east of Westemport. 

CUMBEELAND AND GEOEGES CEEEK COAL COMPANY. 

Penn Colliery. 
J. L. Conrad, Superintendent. 

A short distance from the Phoenix Company^s mine is this 
company's mine, the adjoining property. There are three open- 
ings at the plant, all in the "Barton four foot,'' vein. The coal 
here, like that of the Phoenix Company, is extra good quality, 
and the mine should be in much better condition. The mine is 
another of those in the hands of the law. The Grand Jury of 
Allegany county indicted the Superintendent at the January term 
of court, 1905; the case is still pending. 

On my first visit in June, 1904, I saw the mine was very poorly 
ventilated. A small furnace, with a wooden stack about four feet 
square, is the ventilating apparatus. This is all right when a mine 
is small, but when the excavations proceed any distance, as is the 
case now at this mine, it becomes totally inadequate. Upon my 
second visit I again asked the Superintendent to put in a fan. 
The Superintendent said he would cheerfully do so, but that his 
company would not let him. I wrote his officials, telling them 
the condition of their mine, and received an answer to the effect 
that they had been in the coal business for twenty-five years in 
Pennsylvania, and that furnace ventilation had always given them 
satisfaction there; and they could see no reason why it would not 
do here. I wrote them again, that furnace ventilation might do in 
mines of larger coal- veins, and with properly constructed furnaces, 
but at their operation the furnace was almost worthless. The 
first indictment was found at the January term of Ciicuit Gwa\.^ 
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and the States Attorney continued the ease to the April term, on 
the compan/s promise to "fix things up/* as he told me. Twice 
since January I have visited the mine — once in February and once 
in April. Mine No. 3 has been opened since; this the company 
claimed would solve the ventilation problem. The first left head- 
ing in No. 2 opening is connected with No. 3 opening, giving an 
inlet for No. 2 first left heading. As soon as the first left heading 
is passed the ventilation will be as bad as ever. Their ventilation 
arrangements are in no way equal to their needs, and anything 
they are doing is but temporary makeshifts, in no manner cal- 
culated to put their mine in a safe and healthful condition. 

The mine ships over the C. & P. E. E., on which is a fine dump, 
with a long incline plane to the mine. Some time ago the com- 
pany prospected extensively for the "Davis Six Foot** or lower 
Kittaning coal. About 25 or 30 miners generally work here, 
sometimes reaching over 40 and at times down to about 15. 

PIEDMONT AND CUMBEELAND COAL COMPANY. 

Hampshire Mine. 

James McDonald, Superintendent and Mine Foreman. 

This mine is in the "Davis Six Foof* or Lower Kitanning coal, 
and is situated near Westernport, where the Hampshire mine of 
the Hampshire and Baltimore Coal Company once was. It is 
still called the Hampshire mine. The mine was opened up, and 
like many others the company proceeded to work out the close 
coal, the result being that the operation becomes a "go as you 
please" method of working, disastrous both for employer and em- 
ployee. Ventilations is supplied by a force fan, and except where 
the air is lost through the before-mentioned ^Tiogging** methods of 
mining, it is carried in fairly good quantity to the working places. 

In the second left heading of this mine there was some ^TMLarsh 
Gas," or carburetted hydrogen. The heading was being driven 
toward the point where the coal goes under Georges Creek, and 
the outcrop is lost, on the left side of the mine. The gas would 
gather in a short time, a sufficient quantity to severely bum a 
person, did they come upon it unexpectedly. The company 
stopped operations upon the heading where the gas was noticed 
in such quantities, and have not since worked it. I have advised 
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the mine foreman to take every precaution possible against acci- 
dent, as this heading showed more gas than anywhere else in the 
re^on. In fact, only in two mimes — ^Washington No. 3 and 
Hampshire mine, are these dangerous and treacherous gases gener- 
ated. It may be that these places will ^^low out" and exhaust 
themselves as sometimes happens; I trust so; but so many catas- 
trophes occur in mines never known to have gas before the wreck 
occurs, that I feel it my duty to urge upon everyone connected 
with the mines, that they double their vigilance, believing in the 
old maxim that an "ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure." 

A large amount of powder is used here for the coal produced, 
and at times the working places are filled with smoke. 

This is an average inspection during the year: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake from fan 


26,910 
5,470 
5,950 
9,900 


47 

6 

30 

11 


573 


Inside cut-throush in 2nd left 


912 


Inside cut-through in 2nd right 


198 


Outlet at mouth of the mine 

Working in other parts of the mine, 
drivers, etc., 


• ■ • 



Roads and drainage in fair condition. 



DAVIS COAL & COKE COMPANY. 
BuxTOK Mine. 



0. Tibbitts, Superintendent. 



Robert Grant, Mine Foreman. 



This is another operation in the "Davis six foot," or Lower 
Kitanning, and while a large part of the excavations are in Gar- 
rett county, the opening is in Allegany county, and has been so 
described by my predecessor. It is at present the largest operation 
in the "Davis" seam in the State. The coal is shipped over the 
West Virginia Central and Pittsburg Railroad, an incline plane 
leading up to the mine, whence an endless rope haulage conveys the 
cars to and from the various headings. This haulage system 
makes a complete circuit of the mine, from right to left, and the 
mine cars are brought to the haulage roads by drivers, with small 
mules. This company had a large amount of trouble the past 
winter, with the breaking of various parts of the machinery in 
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their power-house. This power-house furnishes power to let the 
loaded cars down the plane^ and when empty bring them up again ; 
hauls the rope and cars around the haulage circuit; and supplies 
power to drive the two fans that are used, one for the right and 
one for the left side of the miner. In the 5th right heading the 
company has also met serious trouble, having for some time been 
driving through solid rock. It is to be hoped they will get through 
this "fault/^ since a large number of people depend upon the 
operation for a livelihood. 

The mine is ventilated by two force fans, one of the best equip- 
ments in the State. The ventilation has never fallen below the 
requirements of the law during the past year. 

The following presents an average inspection during the year : 



VHiere Measured. 



Intake from fan, right side 

Intake to Ist cross, 1st ri^t 

Intake to 1st ri^ht 

Intake to 2nd nght 

Intake to 3rd ri^t 

Intake to 4th right 

Intake from fan, left side 

Outlet of 2nd left 

Outlet of 3rd left 

Outlet to 4th left and intake to main heading 

Intake to 5th rieht 

(This last reading was taken some dis- 
tance from the working place, and 
not all reaches the men.) 

Outlet of both sides 



Cubic 


Number 


feet air. 


Emplosreee. 


27,280 


115 


5,280 


12 


6,510 


32 


9,450 


51 


3,423 


10 


5,100 


10 


41,800 


39 


12,150 


9 


9,460 


11 


8,225 


15 


5,700 


4 


60,200 





Air 
per man. 

237 

440 

203 

185 

342 

510 
1,072 
1,350 

860 

548 
1,425 



This shows a large volume of air travelling in all the headings, 
and yet, with the great amount of powder used, there is often plenty 
of smoke. The drainage at this plant is quite a problem, as nearly 
all the mine slopes toward the dip. Every effort is made to keep 
the water out of the places, but frequently I have seen men working 
whert it was wet, and consequently very disagreeable. Possibly 
the company may be able later to let off the surplus water through 
the Piedmont and Georges Creek Company^s Washington Mine 
No. 3, on the other side of the mountain, as work advances. 

About one-third of the employees in this mine work at night, 
there not being places enough for them all to work in day-time. 
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MORRISON'S LAND COMPANY. 

De Warren H. Reynolds, Roderic Clary, 

President. Secretary-Treas. 

J. H. Cofrode, Jr., Superintendent. 

This mine is located at Reynolds, on the line of the Western- 
port & Lonaconing Electric Railway. It is worked exclusively for 
the use of the railway company, to generate power for one of the 
nicest and cleanest trolley lines in the county. The coal worked 
is the "Thomas three foot,'' or Upper Preeport, and is of very 
good quality. Preparations are on foot to ventilate the mine with 
a fan. The output last year was 2,239 tons, two men and a boy 
being employed. 



Garrett County Mines. 

PATTISON COAL COMPANY. 
6. C. Pattison, Superintendent. 

This is the only mine in the State shipping direct over the 
Baltimore & Ohio Bailroad^ and is situated about one mile west 
of Bloomington. There are two openings— one in the ''six foof' 
or Davis vein, the other reached by an incline plane^ in the ''Bar- 
ton four foot^' coal. About thirty men and boys are employed 
in both mines at present, although no work was done for the 
first five months of my term. The fan in the "six foof ' mine 
is not kept running at all times, as it should be; although that 
is explained by claiming that they have no water at dry seasons 
of the year. As ventilation is most essential to the health and 
safety of the miners, the company should make strenuous efforts 
to keep their fan going. The Barton four foot coal, higher up the 
hill, is a very good mine, but at times the management does 
not drive cut-throughs as close as the small seam requires. The 
coal in the "four foot" mine is of good quality, and mostly free 
from any faults. It is the most persistent and uniform of all 
the smaller veins. 

The sii foot coal is troubled at this point with many faults or 
clay seams. 

MONROE COAL MINING COMPANY. 

G. C. McParlane, Superintendent. 

H. B. Kight, Foreman, Six Foot Mine. 

L. R. Kight, Foreman, Four Foot Mine. 

This Company's Bamum Mines, Nos. 1 and 2, are located at 
Barnum, West Va., (on the Maryland side of the Potomac) and 
ship over the W. Va. C. & P. R. R. The No. 1 mine or "split 
six'' as it is called, is ventilated by a fan; it is in fairly good con- 
dition as to ventilation, but could be much better. The present 
company did not open the mine, and the previous owners worked 
it very carelessly. In part this accounts for a great loss of air 
before it reaches the place intended for; leaky brattices and old 
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workings being responsible for about half of the air that the fan 
throws. Machines are used in this mine, of the puncher type. 
The roof is very dangerous, being a soft fire clay, at places, very 
hard to keep up. The following is an average inspection of the 



mine: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
(feet air. 


Number 
Emplosrees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intak<^ from fan 


29.110 






Inside cut-through in 5th right 

Inside cut-through in 6th right 

No lur reading on main heading 

Outlet on 6th left 


1,150 
910 


6 

4 


192 
227 


1,960 
1,380 
9,240 


3 
3 


653 


Inside cut in 5th left 


460 


Outlet, near the mouth 





This shows plenty of air for the miners employed, but it also 
shows a great loss from the work of the fan. The outlet, I 
measured inside of some leaky brattices on main road, and have 
nearly 20,000 cubic feet air per minute less than the intake from 
the fan. 

The "Barton four foot'^ coal is reached by an incline plane, 
about 450 feet above mine No. 1. A considerable area is worked 
in this mine, ventilation being altogether by natural means. The 
company had a fan about completed on the occasion of my last 
visit, April 14th, 1905, and no doubt is furnishing plenty of 
good air ere now. It was badly needed at this operation, as ven- 
tilation at times, particularly during spring and fall, when the 
temperature was about the same outside as inside, was very bad. 
The coal of the upper mine is very good, and with improved con- 
ditions good ventilation will bring, will no doubt prove very 
profitable. 

DAVIS-HAEVEY COAL COMPANY. 

J. H. Davis, Superintendent. 

The Davis-Harvey Coal Company has opened a mine about one 
mile north of Blaine, W. Va., in Garrett Coimty. It is in the 
'Tipper Freeport,^^ or "Thomas'^ vein, and promises to become 
quite important. First shipments began early in February of the 
present year, but at no time yet have enough men been employed 
to come under the law. When first started no scale was used, 
but the owner paid the miners on a basis of one ton, five hundred 
weight assumed weight for each car loaded, until he could com- 
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municate with myself. At the superintendent's request I went 
to the mine February 8th, and in the presence of all the miners 
and the mine owners measured the cubical contents of a couple 
of cars, which all parties agreed were loaded about the usual way; 
and found that not more than one ton load. However, as measur- 
ing coal is not absolute, some cars out of the same places weigh- 
ing more than others, and as this "Thomas" coal is a refractory 
grade, a semi-anthracite coal in nature, both sides agreed to make 
the rate one ton, two and one-half hundred-weight, until the com- 
pany put in a mine scale, which they are anxious to do as soon 
as possible. 

Shipment is made over the W. Va. C. & P. Hailroad. 




BLAINE MINING COMPANY. 
. B. Brydon, Superintendent. Wm. Draimer, Mine Forem 

This is an ideal coal mine. The Lower Kittanning, or **Davis 
six foot** coal is worked, and at no time during the year has there 
been any violation of the ventilation laws. I have always been 
able to get a great deal more air current than the law requires, 
in each of my six visits of inspection. There has been some dis- 
satisfaction at this mine, about the weight. I have made a test 
of the scales, and found them absolutely correct, and after a most 
thorough investigation can say that I have discovered nothing 
indicating that the Company is doing wrong in this direction. 

The following is an average inspection of the mine: 




Where Measured. 


Cubic 


Number 


Air 


- 


feet air. 


Employees. 


per man. 


Intake from fan 


42,120 


64 


658 


Inside cut-through, 1st ri^ht 


14,200 


7 


2,028 


Inside cut-through, 2nd nght 

Inside cut-through, 3Fd ri^t 


11,486 


5 


2,297 


10,780 


4 


2,695 


Inside cut-through, 4th right 


10,102 


6 


1,683 


Inside cut-through, 5th right 


9,555 


5 


1,911 


Inside cut-through, 6th right 


8,120 


7 


1,160 


Inside cut-through, 7th right 


7,280 


5 


1,456 


Inside cut-through, 8 th right 

Inside cut-throueh, 8th left 


5,120 


10 


512 


5,635 


6 


939 


Inside cut-through, 7th left 


4,410 


5 


882 


Inside of all working places, 5th left . 


8,505 


4 


2,126 



The local dips in this vein everywhere make it 
drain at times, therefore the drainage is not always 



difficult to 
of the best. 

The mine is about a half-mile south of Blaine, West Va., at Dill, 
and ships over the West Va. C. & P. E. E. 
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GAREETT COUNTY COAL MINING COMPANY. 

H. B. Douglas, Superintendent. 

Thomas Malloy and William Jones, Mine Foremen. 

The mines of this Company at Dodson, Nos. 1 and 3, were in 
pretty bad shape as to ventilation the first three visits I made. 
It was not that the Company did not want to ventilate, but be- 
cause they were undecided as to the kind of fan they wanted to 
put in. In September, 1904, they completed one of the best fans 
in the State, at their No. 1 mine — one of the Crawford-McCrimmon 
make. They are putting in overcasts, thus avoiding the necessity 
of trap-doors and consequent interruption of the air-current, also 
saying the expense of an attendant. The seam worked here is the 
' Jjower Kittanning, or Davis six foot, in which about 80 men and 
' boys are employed, and the Upper Kittanning in Mine No. 2, 
employing about 15 men and boys. This is the only place in the 
two counties where this seam is worked, and some claim that the 
coal does not exist in Allegany County. , It is a very good coal, 
about four feet high, an,d comparatively free from impurities. 
Furnace ventilation is used, but furnace ventilation has its limita- 
tion, and in a short while a fan will be required. The company 
has built a very pretty town at this place, with superintendent's 
residence and a complete water system, water piped into every 
house. Coal is shipped over the W. Va. C. & P. Railroad, from 
a point close to Harrison, where the Elk Garden branch of that 
road meets the main line. 

The following inspection report was taken after installation of 
the fan: 



Where Measured. 



Intake from fan 

Inmde cut, 1st right 

Inside cut-through, 2nd ri^t. 
Inside cut-through, 3rd liSbt. 
Inride cut-through, 3rd left. . 
Inside cut-through, 2nd left. . 
Inside cut-through. 1st left. . . 
Outlet at mouth of mine 



Cubic 
feet air. 



52,650 
7,560 
7,175 
4,600 
1,815 
6,510 
8,100 

51,650 



Number 
Employees. 



80 
17 
12 
12 
12 
13 
14 



Air 
per man. 



658 
445 
598 
383 
151 
500 
578 



These readings were somewhat back from the face of the head- 
ings, air courses being behind. Miners prefer to work headings, 
and because of that the air courses in some cases were hard to 
keep going. 
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DATESMAN MINING COMPANY. 

Now, Stoybr Run Coal Company. 

H. E. Gray, Superintendent. 

This mine is located at Stoyer, a small village, located about 
two miles north of Gorman, on the West Va. C. & P. Bailroad. 
There are two openings, rather close to each other for good 
results in ventilating. A furnace is built with a wooden upcast, 
some distance from the openings. On the occasion of my first 
couple of visits to this operation, I found conditions very bad; 
no air, places wet and mine in a generally dangerous condition. 
About the middle of August the Datesman Coal Company went 
into the hands of receivers. Some time later the property was 
sold at public sale, and bought by the present owners. In Feb- 
ruary of this year operations were resumed. Early in that month 
I visited the mine and found conditions little better. Told the 
superintendent I would be forced to take action against him if 
he did not improve ventilation. The new company promised to 
better the air, and under the present mine foreman, Thomas Rob- 
inson, I find much improvement. 

This is the last report: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake at mouth of both openings. . . 
Return to the furnace 


4,500 
4,320 


18 


250 



This is much better than any of my former visits. The com- 
pany contemplate some very extensive improvements during the 
present year. 

NETHKIN COAL COMPANY. 

John Jose, Superintendent. 

This mine is located close to Bayard, West, Va., but the open- 
ing is made in Maryland. No shipments have been made as yet. 
Some coal is being mined for local use, and it is expected that 
quite a large operation will eventually be established. I visited 
the mine on two occasions, but did not find men enough to bring 
the operation under the law. When shipping begins, it will be 
over the W. Va. C. & P. R. R. 
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UPPEE POTOMAC COAL COMPANY. 

F. L. G. Grammer, Supt. (Kesigned Sept., 1904). 

H. Y. Williams, Superintendent. Eobert Brown, Mine Foreman. 

Upper Potomac Mine was in very bad condition when I first 
visited it, especially as to ventilation. The seam they are work- 
ing is not very high, excavations are of considerable extent, and the 
means of ventilation was a furnace, poorly constructed, and air- 
courses, totally inadequate, being too low, and the power of the 
furnace spent before it reached the miners. The company made 
two new openings, about a half-mile around the hill from the old 
ones, and abandoned the former workings. Under the present 
superintendent and mine foreman this mine has been made a de- 
sirable place to work, because of the improvement in ventilation. 
Where before only 10 to 20 men could be employed, now from 
40 to 50 find work, showing that as an economic proposition it 
pays to observe the laws; and what appears a hardship when en- 
forced, proves a blessing in the end. 

The following will show the present condition of the mine: 



Where Measured. 


Cubic 
feet air. 


Number 
Employees. 


Air 
per man. 


Intake at mouth of mine 


5,376 
2,660 
2,460 
5,655 


30 
18 

9 ^» 
3 


179 


Inside cut-through, 1st right 

Infflde cut-through, main heading 

Return to furnace 


146 
273 



Overcasts, or air-bridges, are being put in at this mine, to give 
each heading its separate split of pure air. 

Some of the mines in Garrett County have not worked so much 
as was expected, from the large development and the impetus 
given the coal trade in 1902. Franklin Mine, one of the largest 
mines reported in Garrett County, operated by the Davis Coal and 
Coke Company, was abandoned during the past year, being worked 
out. During the last year the mines of Garrett County produced 



184,942 tons of coal, employing 283 minerB and llfi mine laboren, 
in and outside the mines. The following table shows the on^nit 
of the Garrett County mines in detail. 



fy- 



^v 



{/ 



Improvements During Year. 



Worked out or Abandoned. 



le, wheelhouse, tramroad, 1 new opening 
ie, wheelhouse, tramroad, 2 openings 



Extended, 1 new opening 

^^ngine, rope haulage, on slope, tramroad ex- 
feet 

^'>-^Milage, third rail 



Suspended. 



One opening worked out 
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The Co-Operative Insurance Law. 

(Chapter 412, of the Acts of 1902). 



AN ACT to create a Co-operative Insurance Fund, to be main- 
tained by Coal and Clay Miners and their Employer in Allegany 
and Garrett Counties, and to add four new Sections to Article No. 
1 of the Code of Public Local Laws, title "Allegany County,^' 
under the sub-title Coal and Clay Miners and Employers' Co- 
operative Insurance and Liability, and, in like manner, to add four 
new Sections to Article No. 12, of the Code of Public Local Laws, 
title "Garrett County,^' under the sub-title Coal and Clay Miners 
and Employers' Co-operative Insurance and Liability. 

WHEREAS, Experience has shown that in certain perilous oc- 
cupations followed in Allegany and Garrett Counties, in the State 
of Maryland, by its workmen and artisans a great nimiber of fatal 
accidents annually occur, so that the frequency thereof may be 
estimated from year to year, in which perilous occupations is has 
been found by uniform experience that the unavoidable or trade 
risk is responsible for at least ninety-five per cent, of such fatal 
accidents; and 

WHEEEAS, The persons who suffer such fatalities are usually 
poor, working from day to day to sustain themselves and their 
families, and unable to accumulate any estate for the sustenance 
of their widows and infant children in case of their imtimely 
death; and 

WHEREAS, It is unjust and against public policy that in such 
perilous occupations the burdens of the trade risk should be en- 
tirely borne by the widows' and orphans of such workmen; and 

WHEREAS, It is of grave necessity and importance that some 
method of partial indemnification, at least, should be available 
to the dependants of such persons as are inevitably killed in such 
perilous employment, lest they come to undeserved suffering, and 
the State be required to undertake their support; therefore, in 
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consideration of the premises^ and other considerations, the fol- 
lowing Act. 

Section 1. Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That four new sections be, and the same are hereby enacted 
and added to Article No. 1 of the Code of Public Local Laws, title 
"Allegany County," said sections to follow after Section 195, of 
said Article No. 1, under the caption, "Coal and Clay Miners and 
Employers* Co-operative Insurance and Liability,** and to be desig- 
nated as Sections 195a, 195b, 195c and 195d, respectively; and 
be it further enacted. That four new sections be, and the same are 
hereby added to Article 12 of the Code of Public Local Laws, title 
"Garrett County,** said sections to follow after Section 149 of said 
Article No. 12, under the caption "Coal and Clay Miners and 
Employers* Co-operative Insurance and Liability,** and to be desig- 
nated as Sections 149a, 149b, 149c, and 149d, respectively; said 
sections, as to both Allegany and Garrett Counties, to read as 
follows : 

Section 195a of Article 1, and Section 149a of Article 12. Any 
corporation, partnership, association, individual, individuals, en- 
gaged in the business of owning or conducting any coal mines, 
clay mines in Allegany or Garrett Counties, whether such owner 
or owners, operator or operators, be residents of the State of Mary- 
land or not, employing persons in the operation of mining coal 
or clay, shall be liable in law to any employee engaged in such 
occupation or to his legal representatives, in case of death, for the 
damage arising and flowing from any injury received by said 
employee through the negligence of said owner, or operator, or 
from the negligence of any agent or agents, employe or employes, 
and if the negligence causing such injury be found to consist 
of the joint or collective negligence of both the employer, his 
agent or agents, employe or employes, on the one hand, and of 
the negligence of the injured employe on the other hand, then it 
shall be the duty of the jury, or of the Court sitting as a jury, 
to determine and ascertain as near as may be the proportion of 
such negligence of which each has been guilty, and having ascer- 
tained and determined such proportion of negligence causing the 
injury, it shall be the duty of the jury, or of the Court sitting as 
a jury, to apportion the damages arising from said injury in 
like proportion or degree and award to the plaintiff or plaintiffs 
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the propoi-tion of damages suffered which it shall have been de- 
termined was the proportion of the defendant or defendants' 
negligence contributing to the injury complained of. 

Section 195b of Article 1 and 149b or Article 12. Provided, 
That no employer, owner or operator shall be liable imder the 
aforegoing section of this Act if the said employer, owner or 
operator shall pay annually in advance in monthly installments, 
to the Insurance Commissioner of the State of Maryland, on 
the first Monday in each month, the following sums of money, 
respectively, one-half of which may be deducted by such owner, 
•employer or operator from the wages of their employes, and the 
employer shall inform their employes of the provisions of this 
section, and make the same a condition of their employment, to 
wit, as follows : Any coal mine or clay mine employer or employers 
shall pay said Insurance Commissioner the annual sum of one 
dollar and eighty cents for each and every person employed on 
its pay roll in the State of Maryland; provided, however, that 
no employer liable under the preceding section of this Act «hall 
be entitled to take advantage of this Act and its provisions, unless 
the said party shall on the first Monday of each month make a 
report under oath to the Insurance Commissioner aforesaid, stat- 
ing the number of persons actually employed in Maryland, and 
on its payroll during the preceding month, and the estimated 
number to be employed during the month of the report, and shall 
pay the monthly installment above required. 

Section 195c of Article 1, and Section 149c of Article 12. It 
is hereby made the duty of the Insurance Commissioner of Mary- 
land to receive and safe custody keep of all such sums of money 
or insurance premium as may be paid to him under the provisions 
of this Act, and to keep such moneys in a distinct fund, free from 
all other moneys which may come to him. And the bond if 
said Insurance Commissioner shall be liable for all rtioneys which 
come into his hands, imder the provisions of this Act, and to 
keep accurate account of such moneys and the number of accidents 
in each occupation giving rise to any claims against the same, 
and in the event of the death of any employe insured under the 
second section of this Act, who shall have come to his or her death 
in the course of his or her employment and from causes arising 
out of such employment covered by this Act; provided, that such 
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death shall not have occurred at a period longer than one year from 
the date of the injury, then the State Insurance Commissioner 
upon being satisfied by adequate evidence of such death, shall 
pay to the legal representative or unto the widow or children or 
husband of the deceased as the said Insurance Commissioner shall 
deem wisest for the defendants, if there be any, the full sum of 
one thousand dollars, and shall pay such indemnification for no 
other reason or cause whatever. 

Section 196d of Article 1, and Section 149d of Article 12. The 
said Insurance Commissioner shall report in January of each 
year to the Governor the experience of this function of this de- 
partment and keep proper statistics of the operation of the same, 
and shall have power to regulate from year to year the amount 
per capita required from each employer for each employe engaged 
in the occupations above prescribed, and said Insurance Com- 
missioner shall have plenary powers to prescribe the notice of ac- 
cident, the character of proof thereof and the proof of death, 
and the character and specific requirements of the monthly report 
herein provided for and to make full regulations for the govern- 
ment of this function of this department, and shall receive from 
the annual receipts of such insurance premiums one per centum 
for the payment of such extra services as may be required in the 
administration of the duties imposed by this Act. The word em- 
ploye as used in this Act shall be construed to mean every person 
employed by the employer in such employment working in the 
State of Maryland. 

Section 2. And be it enacted. That this Act shall take effect 
from the first day of July, in the year 1902. 

Approved April 8, 1902. 



Accidents During the Year. 



The total number of accidents during the year, from May Ist, 
1904, to May Ist, 1905, was 54, a decrease of 25, as compared 
with the corresponding period of the year preceding. Of this 
number, 16 were fatal, 38 non-fatal. There were 15 fatal acci- 
dents incident to the production of coal, and one in the fire-clay 
mines of the State. Of the non-fatal accidents, 37 were in the 
mining of coal, and one in the fire-clay mines. Sixteen of the non- 
fatal accidents were serious, and 21 were slight in nature. The 
one accident in the fire-clay mines was slight. The number of 
fatal accidents is extraordinary for the year just ended. Twelve 
of these fatal accidents resulted from falls of roof coal and slate; 
two on haulage systems; one a driver, the other an electric motor 
driver; one by the careless use of blasting powder; and one by 
a run-away mule, outside the mine. It will thus be seen that 
the great destroyer of human life in our coal mines is roof-coal, 
this alone being the direct cause of eight fatal accidents, beside 
two from places caving in altogether, one in fire-clay and one in 
a coal mine; one from draw-slate falling, and one by 'T)one coal*' 
— 12 in all, three-fourths of all the fatal accidents. The top coal 
that forms the roof above the big vein is usually from two feet 
to two and one-half feet in thickness. It is full of ^^slips,'* fre- 
quently running very irregularly, and again will extend hundreds 
of feet in one direction. This is one of the most dangerous roofs 
in mining anywhere, and it is solely by the superior intelligence 
and skill of the miners and the vigilance of the foremen in the 
region that the death rate is kept as low as it is. At present 
about 75 or 80 per cent, of the coal mined is pillar coal, conse- 
quently more accidents from roof coal falls are to be expected. 
Mine foremen and their assistants should insist at all times upon 
the miners properly timbering their places, for nearly all acci- 
dents occur in working places that are considered safe; miners 
taking risks there that they would not take in a place visibly 
dangerous. The only safe method of mining the ^4)ig vein'* is 
to put up a prop whenever there is room for it, regardless whether 
the roof sounds hard or soft, and whether there is a car to finish 
or not. Prompt attention to this would reduce the loss of life 
greatly. I also wish to call attention to the reckless handling of 
explosives. I have seen miners making cartridges with their lamps 



Maryland Coal and OUkj Mines. 09 

blazing on their caps, and when their attention was called to the 
risk would offer some flimsy excuse. Some men in mines need 
parental attention and watching to preserve their lives. 

This watching can best be done by the mine foreman and his 
assistants, and they generally are competent men. They should 
not hesitate to call any miner^s attention to any risk he may be 
running, whether the miner be experienced or not. Sometimes 
the experienced miner takes risks. 

In every fatal accident, as soon as I could reach him, I notified 
the county coroner; but after investigation but one case seemed to 
require an inquest — ^that of Thomas Watkins, killed in the fire- 
clay mine. There were, as before stated, 38 non-fatal accidents 
during the inspection year. Mine foremen are not so prompt as 
they should be in sending in their monthly reports of accidents. 
Some did not report monthly at all, and I had to go to their 
company for them when the year was ended. Sub-section A. of 
the mining law says: "The mine foreman shall report monthly 
to the Mine Inspector, on blanks furnished by said Inspector, 
all accidents resulting in personal injury." This would ma!ke the 
work of compiling the annual report much easier. Quite a num- 
ber of minor accidents, resulting from miners riding on planes 
where riding is prohibited, and from being on haulage roads, 
when there are other means of egress and ingress, are reported. 
But three accidents were reported from Garrett County, none of 
them fatal. I have included these in the general list of accidents, 
tables of which appear in this report. 

FATAL ACCIDENTS. 
1904. 

May 16. Albert Harris, miner, employed in Union Mine No. 
2, aged, 28, single, residence Eckhart, was instantly killed by a 
fall of breast slate. This slate is between the bottom and top 
coal, and sometimes very thick. It would seem an unavoidable 
accident. 

May 16. At the same mine, and on the same day, John Ma- 
looley, a miner, aged 32, with wife and two children, living at 
Morantown, was internally injured by a fall of breast slate, and 
died 15 days afterwards. The only wonder is that he was not 
killed outright. The accident looked to me like a case of gross 
carelessness. The putting up of a prop might have prevented it. 
, May 25. Allen Spier, a miner in Carlos slope, of the Barton 
and Georges Creek Valley Coal Company, aged 48, married, with 
family of six children, resided at Midlothian; was internally in- 
jured by a fall of roof coal, from which he died about 12 hours 
later. This was an accident none could foresee; his place was 
well timbered, and he was a prudent, careful miner. 
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May 30. Thomas Watkins^ a miner working in the fire clay mines 
of the Union Mining Company, at Mt. Savage, age 26, married, had 
wife and one child. His residence was Mt. Savage. This was a 
case where it would seem as if the imfortunate man walked into 
his death. The day was a holiday — Memorial Day — ^and the fire 
clay miners were not at work. Those who came to work were 
told they could have all the cars they could load. Watkins and 
his "partners/* the men who worked with him, went into a place 
that had been abandoned, it is supposed to get some softer, easy 
clay, when in some way the roof caved in, letting down tons of 
coal, slate and fire clay. The others got out, but Watkins was 
buried beneath the debris, from which he was not extricated until 
4.30 next morning. The mine foreman had visited that part of 
the mine at 8.30 that morning, and found Watkins and his com- 
rades in their proper place. Why he was there, however, could 
not clearly be determined. Coroner O'Neill, of Cumberland, em- 
paneled a Jury, and an inquest was held. It was shown that the 
company was not responsible for Watkins' being in the abandoned 
place, and that their regular place was in good condition, and 
they wero exonerated from blame. 

July 8. John M. Thomas, a miner residing at Frostburg, 
aged 56, married, with grown-up family, was hurt by a fall of 
roof coal, from which he died a few hours later, in the "old mine" 
at Carlos, operated by the Barton & Georges Creek Valley Coal 
Company. He was a most prudent, careful and experienced miner, 
and when I visited the place in which he was killed, I found it 
in good condition. No man would think it possible for a serious 
accident to occur. 

August 10. Robert McMillan, miner, single, aged 18. This 
was a most distressing accident. Young McMillan worked in the 
"Koontz" or "Waynesburg" mine, about two miles from the com- 
pany's stables. The regular driver in the mine lived directly 
below the mine, at Pekin, and McMillan had been in the habit 
of taking the mule to the stable, as he lived in Lonaconing, thus 
saving the driver much time and, trouble. It is not known posi- 
tively how the accident occurred, but probably in attempting to 
mount, the mule became frightened and ran away, and the lad, 
becoming entangled in the traces of the mule, before any one 
could get near him, was dragged to a horrible and untimely death. 
The mule ran three miles with the body before being stopped. 

November 15. James Wilson, a miner, employed at Union Mine 

No. 2 of the New York Mining Company, aged 34, and immarried ; 

living at Allegany. The cause of the accident was a fall of slate 

and roof coal from a 'Tiorse-back." He had just fired a blast, 

and without waiting to examine the overhanging top, went up to 

find what the blast had accomplished — as many miners foolishly 
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do ; when it gave way and injured him internally^ from the effects 
of which he died in three days. 

December 22. James Wells, a miner working in Ocean Mine 
No. y, or "Klondyke/^ of the Consolidation Coal Company, aged 
20, single, residing in Lonaconing. As in all such cases I ex- 
amined the working place just as it was when the accident occurred, 
and I regret to say that I believe the accident could have been 
prevented by the setting up of a couple of props and cross-bar. 
The same thing that has lost the lives of many other miners in 
thi6 region was there apparent — ^a car almost loaded, and perhap 
a wait to finish the loading before setting the props that would 
have prevented the fatal accident. The man died a few minutes 
afteir being removed from beneath the top coal. 

December 28. Harmon Crowe, a miner and extra driver, aged 
23, unmarried: residing at Borden mine. Was almost instantly 
kiUed by being run over by a trip of cars in the ineide plane ik 
Union Mine No. 1, of the Union Mining Company. I was on 
the scene a couple of hours after the accident; foimd that he was 
killed 150 or 200 feet past where his duties as a driver called 
him; no one seemed to know why he was at this point, so far 
from his proper place. 

1905. 

January 11. David Hudspith, miner, aged 26, married, residing 
at Savage, West Va., employed in the ^^uxton'^ mine of the Davis 
Coal & Coke Company ; was fatally injured by a fall of slate, dying 
about three hours later. This "draw-slate*^ generally falls without 
any warning; as it did in this case. 

January 13. Harry McMannis, a miner aged 15 or 16 years, 
single, residing at Franklin, employed in Penn Colliery, of the 
Cimiberland and Georges Creek Coal Company, was fatally burned 
by an explosion of powder. Whether he was making a cartridge 
or fooling with the powder no one seemed to know; although I 
had information that he had been in the habit of doing this. 
He was terribly burned about the head, arms and body. Was 
taken to the Western Maryland Hospital, in Cumberland, some 
days after the accident, and died there Jan. 24th, eleven days after. 

January 17. Daniel Timiney, aged 32, miner, married, with 
wife and one child, working in No. 9, one of the mines of the 
American Coal Company, was buried beneath a fall that extended 
to the surface. About seven or eight miners were working with 
Timiney at the time, and all had very narrow escapes in getting 
out) one or two being slightly injured. I arrived at the scene 
that evening, about 8.30, and found the company doing all in 
their power in the work of rescue. The body was not recovered 
imtil 6.30 the morning after the accident. The exact conditions 
before the fall could not be seen, as in most other accidents. I 
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telephoned the coroner^ asking him to make an investigation, which 
he did^ bringing all the men who were working with Timiney 
before him. Their testimony agreed that the place did not appear 
at all dangerous; they were all standing close by when the fall 
came. The other men escaped^ and Timiney was caught — ^that 
was about the testimony. The coroner decided that an inquest 
was unnecessary. This was the last work done in this opening, 
as the fall closed the mine. 

January 27. Hiram Porter, motorman, aged 26, unmarried, 
residence Borden, was run over and instantly lolled in Union Mine 
No. 2 of the New York Mining Company. He had just come 
out of the second left, or Carlos heading, with 11 loaded cars, 
leaving the rest of his train to be run down by hand, as was the 
custom. With the 11 loaded cars he had two brakesmen, and was 
moving very slowly, when the front brakesman saw his light raise 
up, then disappear, and instantly felt the jar of the cars leaving 
the track, and the trip stopped. They found young Porter under 
the second loaded car, the motor and first car having passed over 
him. 

February 7. Joseph Williamson, colored, miner, aged 36, single, 
residing at Franklin and employed in Penn Colliery of the Cum- 
berland-Georges Creek Coal Company. He was making a cut- 
through from heading to air-course, and imder a large amount of 
^Tbone coal," which is very thick at this point, nearly two feet, 
and had no post, nor prop of any kind, imder it; when it fell, 
inflicting internal injuries upon the man from which in a few 
hours he died. 

Questioning the superintendent as to permitting miners to be 
so careless, he said that his men would quit if he insisted upon 
their propping their places. Being told that the man died of 
shock, I telephoned Dr. Parsons, the attending physician, and he 
sent me this statement: 

Piedmont, W. Va., Feb., 18, 1905. 

Thos. Murphy, Mine Inspector, Midland, Md. 

Dear Sir: — 

On or about the 7th of February I was called to see 
Joseph Williams, colored, who had been accidentally injured in 
Cumberland and Georges Creek Coal Compan/s mines. I saw 
him about nine to ten in the morning, and found him suffering 
from severe shock, greater than I could detect the cause for. He 
seemed to rally some before I left him, but died in some 8 or 
10 hours. Next morning, while the undertaker was preparing 
him for burial, I had him to open his abdomen. I did not make 
a thorough investigation of the injuries, but saw the muscles of 
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the abdomen severely bruised and contused. The lower part of 
the bowels and all the abdominal viscera that I saw were in the 
same condition^ with extravasation of patches of blood into the 
cavity^ and among the bowels. I thought there was sufficient cause 
for death, and made no further examination. 

EespectfuUy yours, 

K H. PARSONS, M. D. 

February 8. Charles Miller, a miner, iiged 45, married, and re- 
siding at Barton, was fatally hurt by fall of roof coal at Cale- 
donia mine of the American Coal Company. He was bent over, 
making a hole to set a prop down with which to hold up a bar 
against the roof, when the top coal gave way, almost killing him 
outright. He lived but a few hours. This could hardly have 
be«DL foreseen; the men working were good miners, careful and 
painstaking timbermen, and no one would have thought for a 
moment that he was in the least danger. 

March 16. William Trappe, miner, aged about 50, married 
and having a large family, was fatally injured in Carlos mine, 
of the Barton & Georges Creek Valley Coal Company, "on the 
hill.^^ He was engaged in what the miners call "scutching^^ when 
he "faced^^ a V-shaped "slip.^^ The cross-bar the men had set 
up had but one timber prop; the other end resting in a hole dug 
in the coal at the side of the excavation. When the weight of 
the loosened coal, a ton or a ton and a half, fell to the bar, the 
sunken end tore out of the coal, swung out, and dropped the mass 
on Trappe. The practice of putting cross-bars in holes in the 
coal cannot be too strongly condemned. It is not often that this 
coal will hold solid for any length of time, and it is hardly ever 
safe if weight comes upon it. 

NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS. 

1904. 

May 4. Roy Johnson, miner, 18 years old, single, lived at 
Lonaconing. Hurt toe with pick. Oflf work three weeks. Injured 
in Jackson mine, American Coal Company. 

May 9. Joseph Sleeman, miner, age 22, single, residence Vale 
Summit, working in Consolidation Coal Compan/s "Hoffman^* 
mine. Leg and arm hurt by fall of breast coal, not seriously. 

May 13. John McGeady, Sr., aged 60, married, residing at 
Ocean. Working in Ocean mine. Consolidation Coal Company. 
Slightly hurt by fall of breast coal. 

May 16. Harmon Arnold, driver, aged 21, single, residonce 
Barton, worked at Phoenix mine, of the Phoenix & Georges Creek 
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Mining Company. Hit on head and breast by prop^ knocked out 
of place by a lump of coal. Not serious. 

May 16. Percy Sesny, miner, aged 25, married, residence Mt. 
Savage, worked at Union No. 2, the New York Mining Company. 
Foot injured by falling piece of breast coal; slightly. 

May 17. Erwin Blank, driver, aged 21, single, residing at Mt. 
Savage, working in Union Mine No. 2, New York Mining Com- 
pany. Collar bone injured from falling before cars, outside mine. 
Slight. 

May 17. Jerome Taylor, driver, aged 25, married, residence 
Frostburg, employed by Consolidation Coal Company at Ocean 
Mine No. 7. Kicked by mule. Leg broken. 

May 20. Patrick McGovem, driver, aged 20, single, residence 
Frostburg, employed by Consolidation Coal Company at Ocean 
Mine No. 7. Foot caught in loaded car; slightly hurt. 

June 21. David Mann, miner, aged 55, married, residing at 
Lonaconing, employed by American Coal Company at Jackson 
mine. Slightly hurt by sticking pick in his right foot. 

July 1. John Young, miner, aged 29, widower, residence Lona- 
coning, employed by Georges Creek Coal and Iron Company at 
Pine Hill mine, hurt by fall of breast coal. Thigh fractured, 
pelvic bone fractured, rib fractured. Also internal injuries; a 
serious case. 

July 19. John Sloan, miner and extra driver, aged 35, mar- 
ried, residence Lonaconing, employed by Consolidation Coal Com- 
pany at Ocean No. 7. Foot caught in loaded car. Slight injuries. 

July 20. Eobert Nesbitt, miner', aged 20, singje, residence 
Woodland, employed by Consolidation Coal Company ot Ocean 
Mine No. 7. Caught by falling piece of breast coal ; not seriously 
hurt. 

July 26. Reese Harris, timberman, aged 36, married, residence 
Frostburg, employed by Consolidation Coal Company, at Ocean 
Mine No. 7. Caught by hoisting rope and leg broken. Serious. 

August 2. Wm. G. McMillan, miner, aged 16, single, residence 
Frostburg, employed by Rockvein Coal Company, now Braddock 
Coal Company, at "Pine City" mine. Hand injured; run over 
by empty car. 

August 10. Reese Bevans, miner, aged — , single, residence 
Frostburg, employed by Consolidation Company, at Ocean Mine 
No. 1. Foot slightly hurt by fall of breast coal. 

August 30. Henry Spencer, driver on tramroad, aged 14, single, 
residence Dill, W. Va., employed by Blaine Mining Company at 
North American Mine. While crossing bridge across Potomac 
river with trip of empty cars, the front car jumped the track, 
throwing him over the bridge to the river bed below, breaking 
his left leg in two places, above and below the knee, and fractur- 
ing his left wrist. 
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September 18. John Bond, miner, aged 35, married, residence 
Lonaconing, employed at Jackson mine by Ainerican Coal Com- 
pany. Slight injuries to hand by falling prop. 

September 28. Eobert Gibson, miner, aged — , married, resi- 
dence Gilmore, employed at Ocean Mine No. 1 by Consolidation 
Coal Company. Arm slightly hurt by fall of breast coal. 

September 29. Harry Probert, timberman, aged 49, married, 
residence Lonaconing, employed by Gteorges Creek Coal and Iron 
Company at Mine No. 10. Leg broken by fall of top coal. 

September 30. Joseph Stewart, coupler at bottom of slope, 
aged — y married, residence Midland, employed at Ocean No. 1 
by Consolidation Coal Company. Leg crushed by being struck 
by rope. 

October 13. George Tippen, miner, aged 17, single, residence 
Frostburg, employed by Consolidation Coal Company at Hoffman 
mine. Both feet hurt by fall of breast coal; not serious. 

October 17. David Brooks, roadsman, aged 36, single, residing 
at Barton, employed at Moscow mine by Piedmont Mining Com- 
pany. Run over by empty mine car. Not seriously hurt. 

October 22. Thomas Connolly, miner, aged 40, married, resi- 
dence Bloomington, employed by Davis Coal and Coke Company 
at Buxton mine. Hurt by fall of draw-slate, dislocated spine; 
was at first thought could not recover, but at present is said to 
be doing well. 

October 22. John Graham, driver, aged 26, married, residence 
Frostburg, employed by New York Mining Company at Union 
Mine No. 2. An empty car knocked out a prop, a little slate fall- 
ing bruised his hand slightly. 

November 11. Paul Chauft, miner, aged 25, married, residence 
Frostburg, employed at Union Mine No. 1 by Union Mining Com- 
pany. Fall of top coal, with slight injuries. 

December 12. Dennis Eagan, miner, aged 20, single, residence 
Savage, West Va., employed at Buxton mine by Davis Coal and 
Coke Company. Leg broken — ^hurt by rope. 

December 12. John L. Weimer, miner, aged 58, married. Besi- 
dence Savage, W. Va., employed at Buxton mine by Davis Coal 
and Coke Company. Arm broken in accident with haulage rope. 

1905. 

January 6. John D. Wamick, miner, aged 39, single, residence 
Barton, employed by American Coal Company at Jackson mine. 
Fall of roof coal disabled his right arm. 

January- 21. Ewen Wilson, driver, aged — , married, residence 
Gilmore, employed by Consolidation Coal Company at Ocean Mine 
No. 1. Leg broken by fall of roof coal. 
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January 26. Jethro Jeffries, driver, aged 22, single, residenoe 
Prostburg, employed at Union Mine No. 2 by New York Mining 
Company. Coat caught on brake hanger and dragged him to a 
close place in the "rib.^^ Not seriously hurt. 

January 27. George Douns, miner, aged 18, single, residence 
Finzel, Md., employed at Mt. Savage Fire Clay Mine by TTnicm 
Mining Company. Loss of one eye by premature ezplosicm. 

February — . Frank Olack, miner, aged — , married, residence 
Stoyer, Md., employed at Alice mine by Stoyer Bun Coal Company. 
Injured by piece of slate falling; leg broken. 

February 22. James Grindle, miner, aged 60, married, resi- 
dence Lonaconing, employed by Piedmont-(Jeorges ,iGreek Coal 
Company at Washington Mine No. 3. Seriously injured by fall 
of breast coal; leg broken and otherwise hurt. 

February 23. Robert Egler, car checker, aged 60, married, 
residence Allegany, employed at Union Mine No. 2 by New York 
Mining Company. Hand caught by wheel; not seriously hurt. 

February — . Edward White, driver, aged 41, married, resi- 
dence Ocean, employed at Ocean Mine No. 1 by Consolidation Coal 
Company. Leg broken by fall of breast coal. 

March 16. Samuel Patterson, miner, aged 45, married, resi- 
dence Moscow, employed at Caledonia mine by American Coal 
Company. Caught by rope on plane ; leg broken. 

April 6. Waridon Smith, miner, aged 25, single, residence Deer 
Park, Md., employed at North American mine by Blaine Mining 
Company. Left shoulder dislocated, face and right arm bruised 
seriously, by fall of coal. 

April 13. Louis H. Biddle, miner, aged 23, married, residence 
Westemport, employed by Cumberland-Georges Creek Coal Com- 
pany at Penn Colliery. Leg broken above faiee, getting off run- 
away trip of mine-cars. 



No. 



> 



&> 



Name of Mine. 



Name of Company. 



1904 



lackson 

[ofifman 

>cean No. 1 

*hoenix 

Tnion No. 2 

f^nion No. 2 

^cean No. 7 

►cean No. 7 

rackson 

»ine HiU 

^cean No. 7 

>cean No. 7 

*ine City 

>cean No. 7.. . . 

►cean No. 1 

Forth American. 
Fackson 

^cean No. 1 

Line No. 10 

>cean No. 1 

[offman 



L0SC50W 

burton 

rnion No. 2. 
Fnion No. 1. 

Buxton 

luxton 



tlackson 

^nion No. 2 

►cean No. 1 

'ire Clay 

lice 

'^ashington No. 3.. 

^nion No. 2 

lOcean No. 1 

/aledonia 

[North American. . . 
Penn Colliery 



American Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Phoenix & Georges Creek Mining Co. 

New York Mining Co. 

New York Mining Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

ConsoUdation Coal Co. 

American Coal Co. 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Braddock Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Blaine Mining Co., Garrett County. 

American Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Piedmont Mining Co. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co. 

New York Mining Co. 

Union Mining Co. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co, 



American Coal Co. 

New York Mining Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

Union Mining Co. 

Stoyer Run Coal Co., Garrett County. 

Piedmont & Georges Creek Coal Co. 

New York Mining Co. 

Consolidation Coal Co. 

American Coal Co. 

Blaine Mining Co. 

Cumberland & Georges Creek Coal Co. 



is greatly lessened, and the feeling of doubt that has always existed 
may in large part be eliminated. 



Weights and Weighing. 



Before taking up the work of giving a history of my efforts to 
establish the fact whether the coal mined is being accurately and 
honestly weighed, it may be of interest to the industry to quote 
some little historical matter, from a work called "Facts and Factors 
in Accurate Weighing,^^ compiled by H. A. Foss, weighmaster of the 
Chicago Board of Trade, for a copy of which I am indebted to the 
United States Bureau of Weights and Measures. In this work 
the author says: "There is no use trying to travel back to the 
origin of scales; they were a necessary factor of the earliest civili- 
zation, and in their simpler forms were as nniversal as pottery. 
In the Egyptian Book of the Dead, traced back over six thousand 
years, the soul of the departed is taught to justify itself before 
the Gods by a 'Negative Confession,' in which it remarks under 
oath, ^I have not diminished the measure of grain,' 'I have not added 
to the weights in the balance,' ^ have not nullified the plummet 
of the scales/ " 

If any of our weighmasters should happen to land before the 
High Egyptian Court, it is to be hoped he may justify. How- 
ever ancient the balance and the practices that called for such jus- 
tification or such perjury, we can claim a tremendous advance in 
accurate methods of weighing within the last few years. 

The first platform scale was invented in England in 1774, by 
James Edgel. The first American patent for machines to weigh 
heavy loads was granted in 1831. This patent was closely followed 
by others covering wagon track and hopper scales. These have 
been continually improved, until at present we have scales that 
with anything like proper construction, and ordinary care after 
being set up, with weighmasters careful and painstaking in the 
weighing of the coal as they should be, the chance for inaccuracies 
is greatly lessened, and the feeling of doubt that has always existed 
may in large part be eliminated. 
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In August; 1904; three months after I entered upon my duties 
as Mine Inspector^ I visited the United States Bureau of Weights 
and Measures^ in Washington^ to gather what information I cotdd^ 
relative to weights and weighing. The information I received was 
of great value to me, and helped me to perform my duties on this 
subject. I then visited thie Bureau of Weights and Measures in 
Baltimore, there procuring information of value, and also visited 
the Fairbanks Scale Company's oflSces, and from its representatives 
secured a knowledge of how to test the accuracy of scales. My 
next move was to procure the necessary test-weights, to test the 
scales. The law provides that these shall be furnished by the 
State, but no provision is made for payment therefor. An Act of 
the Assembly of 1872 established a Bureau of Weights and Meas- 
ures for Allegany county, and imder this law I made application 
to the Commissioners for Allegany county, to procure 1,000 pounds 
of standard test weights, which were supplied to me. During 
November, 1904, with horse and wagon, I hauled these test weights 
to every scale in Allegany county, and the result of that investiga- 
tion is appended. This test was made entirely public, as it was 
always my wish to see as many of the men interested, as possible, 
both employers and miners, present. 
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Tested Blaine Mining Cob. scale at Blaine^ Glarrett Co. Correct. 

Measured cars of Davis-Harvey Coal Co., at Blaine, W. Va., 
found that Superintendent had agreed to give the miners one ton 
5 cwt. on cars, which would not hold the weight. Compromised at 
one ton 2% cwt. 

Visited Washington No. 1, Piedmont & Georges Creek Coal Co., 
whose scale had been broken. Tested it and found it correct. 

With regard to the instances of inaccuracies shown above, I have 
the assurances of the respective companies that they have since 
been corrected by experts, the only persons capable of this work. 

There is no evidence of any purpose to defraud, for but few of 
the scales are incorrect, and those but slightly ; not enough to make 
any difference. No company knew at any time when I would ap- 
pear to test their scales, nor did they in any way obstruct me in 
the work of testing, but on the contrary showed me every considera- 
tion, and every facility for accomplishing my work. 

In July, 1904, a notice was posted by the Consolidation Coal 
Company at its several mines, instructing their weighmasters to 
test their scales every morning. I believe this notice is without 
a parallel in mining in this country, and is especially notable be- 
cause there is no check-weighman at any mine in this State, all 
the weighing being done by the companies. I append the notice. 

CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY. 
Ikstructions to Weighmasters. 

"Weighmasters operating small scales on which the miners^ 
weight is determined, are expected to test their scales regularly 
every morning, before beginning work. The test will be made in 
the following manner, using two 56 pound weights, which should 
be constantly kept in each weigh-ofRce. These two 56-lb. weights 
will be placed on the scale alone, and weighed. They will then 
be removed, and a loaded car run on the scale. After this car is 
weighed the two weights will again be placed on the scale with the 
loaded car, and should show a difference of exactly 112 pounds. 
Should the scale fail to show the correct weight of these 56-lb. 
weights in either instance, the weighmaster will report at once to 
the Mining Superintendent's office, at Frostburg, by telephone, 
stating the amount of error in the scale. Weighmasters will be 
held responsible for any errors in the weight which may occur 
except in cases where they have duly notified the Mining Super- 
intendent's office and the scales have not been placed in proper 
order. 

"B. S. Randolph, Mining Superintendent.*' 
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This system of testing could be followed by all the other com- 
panies at very small expense, and would help to allay the ofttimes 
honest suspicion of the miners. There is scarcely a miner, who 
does not at times feel that he is not getting credit for all the coal 
he puts on his car; there is not a scale in the State that is not 
liable to get out of trim at any time; nor a weighmaster who is 
perfect, or free from mistakes in weighing of cars; so too many 
safeguards cannot be thrown about the weighing of the miners* 
coal. The weight represents the miner^s only capital : the product 
of his skill and muscle; and he should have his full measure of 
justice, neither more nor less. 

At Ocean No. 7, the Consolidation Coal Company has installed 
a Fairbanks self-registering scale. The weighmaster only copies 
what the scale shows, so in that mine at least, the saying, "It's 
not in the scale, but in the pencil,'* hardly obtains. The output 
at this mine is very large, reaching about 4,000 tons a day, and this 
scale greatly facilitates the weighing. The present Superintendent, 
J. C. Brydon, installed this scale. 

While I have received complaints here and there about the weight, 
generally I have found it a mere matter of opinion — ^the most vexa- 
tious of all the problems in mining to-day. At one mine in the 
region the few miners employed (it is a small operation) quit work, 
on account of the weight. The next morning I went to the mine, 
bringing my test weights, and found the scale correct. The only 
inaccuracy I discovered was, the company was taking too much 
weight for the empty cars. This I corrected, the miners going to 
work next morning. 

Miners have no right to embarass a company by stopping a mine 
upon suspicion. Had they made complaint to me and kept on 
working, I would have seen that they were justly dealt with, so 
far as I was able to do. 

I have devoted a great deal of time to the weight question, believ- 
ing a better understanding necessary, and being anxious to work 
for the time when complaints will be rare, because there will be 
little cause for them. Owing to human fallibility, however, I fear 
the time will never come when miner, shipper, carrier and con- 
sumer will lie down in continuing amity; but with all interests 
working together, co-operating to avoid mistaken weights, faulty, 
and leaky cars, both in mines and on railroads, there is hope for 
happier times in the coal trade. 
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FIRE CLAY HINES* 

BIG SAVAGE FIRE BRICK COMPANY. 

John N. Benson, Superintendent. Joseph Maury, Foreman. 

This company has a fire-clay mine in that famous clay known 
as the "Mt. Savage Fire Clay/' located on the C. & P. R. R., a 
short distance east of Frostburg, at Allegany. This promises to 
make one of the thriftiest and best towns in Allegany county. A 
tramway, or plane, operated by an engine that is stationed at the 
mine, conveys the clay to the brickyard, at Allegany. This tram- 
road is over two miles in length. The most of the coal used at the 
brick plant is brought down this road. During my visits there only 
a few men were working, barely enough to bring it within the scope 
of the law. The ventilation is by natural means, and is none of 
the best, but the company intends improving this in the near future. 
A number of comfortable houses have been built by the company at 
Allegany, greatly adding to the appearance and value of the place. 



SAVAGE MOUNTAIN FIRE BRICK COMPANY. 

C. H. Shuckhari;, Superintendent. 

The mines of this company are about three miles west of Frost- 
burg, on the National Pike. From the mines there is a tramroad 
about a half-mile in length, where the coal is dumped into wagons, 
and hauled thence down the Pike to the brick plant, on Bowery 
street, in Frostburg. A new tunnel has been driven to get at more 
fireclay, and also to do away with the old tunnel. The new open- 
ing will have better drainage, a very important matter in mining 
fireclay. This plant has been operated since 1863, for forty-two 
years, and is now working the fifth opening. A matter worthy of 
note is the fact that in all that time not one man has been killed, 
and only one injured, losing an eye by going into a delayed blast. 

The mine is in Garrett county, and the clay is the same as the 
Mt. Savage fireclay. About ten men work here, and conditions are 
generally good. 
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VNION MINING COMPANY'S FIRECLAY MINE. 
Henry Shriver, Superintendent. James Yantz, Mine Foreman. 

There are but four openings here at present, numbers 1 and 3 
being worked out at present. The general condition of a fireclay 
mine is in no wise like a coal mine. The hard clay is generally 
between soft clay layers, below and above, although sometimes 
-changing position. In this region, these clays are generally wet, 
and with the action of the water and air, disintegrate, and make 
a very soft and muddy bottom, and very dangerous top. Number 
5 mine here is the worst, it being the largest, and having been very 
carelessly worked years ago. It is now highly dangerous, and very 
expensive to operate. Despite this fact, there have been very few 
accidents, and but one that proved fatal; which is more fully 
described under the head of "Fatal Accidents." About as many 
laborers are employed renewing timbers and cleaning up roads in 
these mines, as miners. Ventilation is generally good. It is 
from these mines that the fireclay is mined that has made famous 
the "Mt. Savage Fire Brick,'' the standard of brick excellence 
throughout this country. A fact worth mentioning is that the 
longest inclined plane in this country, and perhaps in the world, 
leads from the mines down to the tramroad — about one and one- 
half miles in length. The small locomotive used on the tram- 
road takes the clay to the brick yard, a distance of about two and 
one-half miles. 120 miners and laborers are employed in this 
operation. 

There are but three fireclay mines in the State at present, one 
at Mt. Savage, operated by the Union Mining Company; one at 
Allegany, operated by the "Big Savage Fire Brick Company," and 
the third at Frostburg, the Savage Mountain Fire Brick Company's 
plant. All work the famous Mt. Savage fireclay. 

STATISTICS OF FIRE-CLAY MINING. 



Operating Company. 


Miners 


Labor- 
ers 


Total 


Output 
Tons 


Accidents 


Days* 


Fatal Non-ft. 


Work 


Union Mining Co 

Big Savage Fire Brick Co. 
Savage Mt, Fire Brick Co. 


45 
17 

7 


105 
8 
5 


150 
25 
12 


48,000 
10,455 
10,000 


1 




1 




285 
205 
275 



It will thus be seen that 68,000 tons of fireclay were mined by 
69 miners and 118 laborers. 187 were employed, wltk o\Na I'skak. 



84 Report of Mine Inspector for 1905. 

accident, a proportion of 5.35 per cent, to the thousand, or much 
liigher than the mortality in coal mining in our State. This report 
is exclusive of those employed in the manufacture of brick. The 
mines work almost every day, having worked an average of 283 
days in 1904. The employes and companies get along very har- 
moniously. There is a coal seam lying just above the fireclay, 
about three feet in thickness called by some the Mt. Savage coal, 
and is mined for local purposes at the mines, such as furnishing 
steam, keeping up fires in winter, etc. 

All these mines are in Garrett county, at the northeastern end, 
and is one of the many resources of Allegany and Garrett counties 
that yet is practically undeveloped. The clay is from 8 to 14 feet 
thick, averaging about ten feet; although sometimes it disappears 
entirely. 
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are hereby enacted and added to Article Number One of the 
Code of Public Local Laws, title Allegany County," sub-title 
**Mine Inspector," to read as hereinafter set forth respectively, 
and that Sections 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 
160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 164A 164B, 164C, 164D, 164E, 164P, 
164G, 164H, 1641, 164J, 164K, 164L, 164M, 164N, 1640 and 164P 
be and they are hereby enacted and added to Article Number 
Twelve of the Public Local Laws, title * * Garrett County, ' ' sub- 
title ** Manufactures and Mines," to read as hereinafter set 
forth, respectively, to wit: 

APPOINTMENT OF MINE INSPECTOR. 

Section 196 of Article 1 and Section 150 of Article 12. That 
the Governor shall, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, appoint one Mine Inspector for the counties of Alle- 
any and Garrett, who shall hold his office for two years from 
the date of his appointment. No person shall be eligible to 
the office of Mine Inspector until he shall have attained the age 
of thirty years. He shall possess a competent and practical 
knowledge of the different systems of mining and properly ven- 
tilating coal mines in said counties, and the nature and con- 
stituent parts of the various gases found in coal mines, and of 
the various ways of expelling the same from said mines, and 
shall have had five years' practical experience as a miner in 
one or both counties combined next immediately preceding his 
appointment, and shall receive an annual salary of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, payable quarterly by warrant of the Comptroller 
upon the State Treasury for the same. Before entering upon 
the discharge of the duties of his office the said Mine Inspector 
shall take the oath provided in the Constitution of the State, 
and shall give bond in the sum of two thousand dollars, with 
sureties to be approved by the Chief Judge of the Fourth Judi- 
cial Circuit of Maryland. Said Mine Inspector while in office 
shall not be interested in the operation of any mine, or act as 
land agent, superintendent or manager of any mine, and it shall 
be his duty to make a report to the Governor of his proceedings 
in office and to set forth in such reports all such information 
that may be proper or beneficial, and also to make such recom- 
mendations and suggestions as he may consider important as 
to legislation on the subject of mining. 

DUTIES OF MINE INSPECTOR. 

Section 197 of Article 1 and Section 151 of Article 12. Said 
Mine Inspector shall devote the whole of his time to the duties 
of his office. It shall be his duty to examine each mine in said 
counties as often as possible, but a longer period of time than 
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two months shall not elapse between said examinations to see 
that all the provisions of this Act are observed and strictly 
carried out, and he shall make a record of all examinations of 
mines, showing the condition in which he finds them, especially 
with reference to ventilation and drainage, the number of per- 
sons employed in each mine, the extent to which the law is 
obeyed and progress made in the improvement of mines, the 
number of serious accidents and the nature thereof, the num- 
ber of deaths resulting from injuries received in or about the 
n^ines, with the cause of such accident or death, which record 
completed to the first day of May of each and every year shall 
be filed with the GTovernor of the States and one thousand 
copies of said report shall be printed for distribution at once 
by the Inspector, and the cost thereof shall be paid by the 
Treasurer upon the warrant of the Comptroller. 

Section 198 of Article 1 and Section 152 of Article 12. It 
shall be the duty of the Mine Inspector, on examination of any 
mine, to make out a written or partly written and partly 
printed report of the condition in which he finds such mine 
and post the same at the mouth of the mine properly protected 
from the weather. The said report shall give the date of the 
visit, the number of cubic feet of air in circulation and where 
measured, and that he has measured the air at the cut-through 
of one or more rooms in each heading or entry, and such other 
information as he shall deem necessary, and the said report 
shall remain posted in the office or conspicuous place, and may 
be examined by any person employed in or about the mine. 

Section 199 of Article 1 and Section 153 of Article 12. In 
case the Inspector becomes incapacitated to perform the duties 
of his office or receives a leave of absence from the Governor, 
it shall be the duty of the Governor to appoint, upon said Mine 
Inspector's application or that of five miners or five operators, 
some competent person to fill the office of Inspector until the 
said Inspector shall be able to resume the duties of his office, 
and the person so appointed shall be paid in the same manner 
as is hereinbefore provided for the Inspector of Mines. 

Section 200 of Article 1 and Section 154 of Article 12. That 
the Mine Inspector may be enabled to perform the duties herein 
imposed upon him he shall have the right at all times to enter 
any coal mine to make examination or obtain information, and 
upon the discovery of any violation of this Act, it shall be the 
duty of said Mine Inspector to report the same to the Grand 
Jury for the proper county, and the Grand Juries for each of 
the said counties are hereby directed to summon said Mine 
Inspector before them at each term of Court, iand the respective 
Courts of Allegany and Garrett counties shall call this section 
to the attention of each Grand Jury. 
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Section 201 of Article 1 and Section 155 of Article 12. When- 
ever loss of life or serious personal injury shall occur by rea- 
son of any accident whatever, in or connected with 
any coal mine, it shall be the duty of the person 
having charge of said mine to report the fact without delay, 
to the Inspector, and the said Inspector shall, if he deem neces- 
sary from the facts reported, and in all cases of loss of life, 
immediately go to the scene of said accident and render every 
possible assistance to those in need. 

Section 202 of Article 1 and Section 156 of Article 12. That 
the Mine Inspector shall also be an inspector of weights and 
measures at all mines now or hereafter opened in said counties, 
and shall weigh several cars of coal mined therein once every 
two months, on the scales of the different mines, or when re- 
quested to do so especially by any miner or operator, in order 
to test the accuracy of said scales, and the State shall supply 
said Mine Inspector with the required weights and apparatus 
for testing scales, and to do any other act he may deem neces- 
sary to ascertain whether the coal be justly weighed at said 
mine, and it shall be the duty of every person acting as weigh- 
master for the owner, lessee or agent of said mines, before 
entering upon the performance of his duty as weighmaster or 
check-weighman, or before making any report, to make oath 
before some justice of the peace, in the proper county, that he 
will perform the duty of weighmaster or check-weighman as 
prescribed by this Act, at such mines, with honesty and fidelity, 
and will keep a true and accurate account of all the coal so 
weighed by him, and will credit and allow the full weight, 
and no more, of coal in each mining car, to the party or parties 
who mined the same at the rate of two thousand two hundred 
and forty pounds per ton, and all fractions thereof be counted 
in hundred weights, a copy of which said oath shall be posted 
up in said weigh-office, where such coal is weighed. But the 
said oath of weigh-master or check-weighman shall be under- 
stood and construed as only requiring said weighmaster or 
check-weighman to allow and credit said fractions of tons in 
whole hundred weights (cwts.) in manner following, namely: 
Where the odd pounds in any mining cars in excess of the 
whole hundred weight therein, shall equal or exceed fifty-six 
pounds, the said weighmaster or check-weighman shall credit 
such miner with a whole hundred weight, for such odd pounds, 
but where such odd pounds, less than a whole hundred weight 
(cwt.) shall be less than fifty-six pounds, then such weigh- 
master or check-weighman shall give such miner no credit 
whatever for such odd pounds ; and it shall be the duty of said 
weighmaster and of any check-weighman to perform the several 
acts and matters prescribed in said affidavit. Provided that 
every car when weighed shall be uncoupled and stopped on 
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master employed at such mine, it shall be the duty of such 
check-weighmaster to immediately lay all such information be- 
fore the State's Attorney of the county in which such weigh 
house is situated, or the Mine Inspector, for their action upon 
the same. 

Section 206 of Article 1 and Section 160 of Article 12. That 
it shall be the duty of every person acting as weighmaster in 
any of the said mines, to keep in ink or indelible pencil a list 
or statement of the number of mning cars, and the weight of 
coal in cars mined each day, and the person mining the same 
and place and keep said list at the weigh house, where said 
coal is weighed, where the parties interested therein may in- 
spect it ; which lists shall be kept for reference and inspection 
by all persons interested therein for at least thirty days time. 
And it shall be the duty of every operator to provide correct 
and accurate scales, upon which all coal mined in said mine 
shall be weighed in the state in which it is mined, before the 
same shall be dumped or taken from the mining cars, in which 
the miners have loaded the same; and no operator shall dock 
any miner in excess of five hundred pounds (cwts.) on any one 
car, and it shall be the duty of the operator to cause the aver- 
age weight of each empty car used at any such mine to be 
plainly stamped on the outside of each car. 

PROPPING AND CARE REQUIRED. 

Section 207 of Article 1 and Section 161 of Article 12. That 
the owner, lessee or agent of every mine in operation in the 
counties of Allegany and Garrett, shall furnish at their own 
expense, all props and all requisite timber required to be used 
in the working of said mines, and as the miners employed to 
work therein proceed with the working of their excavations 
it shall be the duty of the owner, lessee or agent of said mine, 
to furnish a sufficient quantity of props and timber of suitable 
character at the place in the heading, room, cross-cut or other 
excavation in the mine, where the miners are at work, and the 
owners, lessee or agent operating any such mine shall, at their 
own expense, properly timber any headings, rooms, pillars, or 
other excavations, not recently worked, and lay up roads by 
pontract or otherwise to or in the same, previous to the miners 
starting new or further work of excavations therein ; and said 
owner, lessee or agent shall construct each heading hereinafter 
driven in every mine of sufficient width and height, with at 
least two feet and a half of room on the brake side of such 
heading, or if no brakes be used, then upon some given side of 
such heading, so as to admit of the passage of the drivers who 
may be engaged in dAving along said heading. And it shall be 
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the duty of every agent, lessee, owner, operator, weighmaster, 
or mining boss, overseer, roadman, driver, miner or any other 
person working or engaged in any employment whatever in or 
about the said mines in said Allegany and Garrett counties, or 
tram road or incline planes leading therefrom, to observe all 
practical care, caution and prudence in the work in which they 
may be engaged so that all lives, health and safety of them- 
selves and their co-laborers, and the property of the owners 
in and about said mines, may be protected so far as practicable, ^ 
consistent with the dangerous character of the work, from loss 
or injury, and it shall be the duty of all miners engaged in any 
of the said mines to carefully prop and timber all rooms, head- 
ings and other excavations wherein they may be working, as 
close up to their work as may be reasonably practicable, so 
as to guard, as far as practicable, against all accidents from fall 
of roof, side or breast coal or slate, earth or other surrounding 
matter, and any miner or other person employed or working 
in or about said mines, who shall be guilty of any wilful negli- 
gence in respect of any of the matters specified in this section, 
whereby the lives, health or safety of any co-laborers in and 
about any of said mines or any of the property of the owners 
in or about said mines may be lost, destroyed or injured, or 
unnecessarily jeopardized, shall be liable to indictment, and 
upon conviction to be fined as hereinafter provided, and when- 
ever in any case it shall be brought to the notice of the Mine 
Inspector that any person is violating any of the provisions 
of this section, he shall at once order such person to take im- 
mediate steps to secure the safety of the persons or property 
so jeopardized, and in case the refusal of any person to com- 
ply with such order, it shall be the duty of said Inspector to 
proceed at once to have such offender arrested and punished 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

MAP OF MINE. 

Section 208 of Article 1 and Section 162 of Article 12. The 
operator or superintendent of every coal mine shall make, or 
cause to be made by a competent engineer or surveyor, an 
accurate map or plan of such coal mine, not smaller than a 
scale of two hundred feet to an inch, which map shall show as 
follows: First, all measurements of said mine in feet, or deci- 
mal parts thereof. Second, all the openings, excavations, 
shafts, tunnels, slopes, planes, main entries, cross entries, and 
rooms in said mines. Third, by darts or arrows made thereon 
by a pen or pencil, the direction of air currents in the said 
mine. Fourth, an accurate delineation of the boundary lines 
80 far as possible between said coal mine and all adjoining 
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mines or coal lands, whether owned or operated by the same 
operator or other operator, and the relation and proximity of 
the workings of said mine to every other adjoining mine or 
coal land. Fifth, the bearings and length of each tunnel or 
entry and boundary or property lines. The said map or plan, 
or a true copy thereof, shall be kept in the general mine office 
by the said operator or superintendent for use of the mine in- 
spector, and for the inspection of any person or persons work- 
ing in said mine whenever said person or persons shall have 
eause to fear that any working place is becoming dangerous 
by reason of its proximity to other workings that may contain 
water or dangerous gas. 

Section 209 of Article 1 and Section 163 of Article 12. At 
least once in every six months, or oftener if necessary, the 
operator or superintendent of each mine shall cause to be shown 
accurately on the map or plan of said coal mine, all the excar 
vations made therein during the time elapsing since such ex- 
cavations were last shown upon said map or plan ; and all parts 
of said mine which were worked out or abandoned during said 
elapsed period of time shall be clearly indicated by colorings 
on said map or plan; and whenever any of the workings or 
excavations of said coal mine have been driven to their desti- 
nation, a correct measurement of all such workings or exca- 
vations shall be made promptly and recorded in a survey book 
prior to the removal of the pillars or any part of the same 
from such workings or excavations. 

MUST BE TWO OPENINGS. 

Section 209A of Article 1 and Section 164 of Article 12. It 
shall not be lawful for the operator, superintendent or mine 
foreman of any coal mine to employ more than twenty persons 
within said coal mine, or permit more than twenty persons to 
be employed therein at any one time, unless they are in com- 
munication with at least two available openings to the surface 
from each seam or stratum of coal worked in such mine exclu- 
sive of the furnace upcast. But provided, that in any mine 
operated by a shaft or slope and ventilated by fan, if the air 
shaft shall be divided into two compartments, one of them may 
be used for an airway and the other for the purpose of egress 
and ingress from and into said mine by the persons therein 
employed, and the same shall be considered a compliance with 
the provisions of this section hereinbefore set forth. And there 
shall be cut out or around the side of every hoisting shaft, or 
driven through the solid strata at the bottom thereof, a travel- 
ing way not less than five feet high and three feet wide, to 
enable persons to pass the shaft in going from one side of it 
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to the other without passing over or under the cage or other 
hoisting apparatus. The Mine Inspector may upon application, 
if he deem it necessary, grant a period of time not exceeding 
eighteen months in which the operator shall provide the second 
opening, under such terms as the Inspector shall prescribe, and 
the second opening required may be through an adjoining mine 
if the way thereto and the opening itself be kept and main- 
tained in proper condition. 

Section 209B of Article 1 and Section 164A of Article 12. 
The shaft or out-let, other than the main shaft or out-let, shall 
be separated from the main outlet and from the furnace shaft 
by a natural strata at all points by a distance of not less than 
one hundred and fifty feet (except in all mines opened prior 
to June 30th, 1901, where such distances may be less, if, in the 
judgment of the Inspector one hundred and fifty feet is imprac- 
ticable). If the mine be worked by drift two openings, exclu- 
sive of the furnace upcast shaft, and not less than thirty feet 
apart shall be required. Where the two openings shall not 
have been provided as required hereinbefore by this Act, the 
Mine Inspector shall cause the second to be made without de- 
lay; and in no case shall furnace ventilation be used where 
there is only one opening into the mine. 

PASSAGES REQUIRED. 

Section 209C of Article 1 and Section 164B of Article 12. 
Unless the Mine Inspector shall deem it impracticable, all mines 
shall have at least two entries or other passage-ways, one of 
which shall lead from the main entrance and the other from 
the other opening into the body of the mine, and said two 
passageways shall be kept well drained and in a safe condition 
for persons to travel therein throughout their whole length, 
so as to obtain in case of emergency, a second way for egress 
from the workings. No part of said workings shall at any 
time be driven more than three hundred feet in advance of 
the aforesaid passageways, except entries, airways or other 
narrow work, but should an opening to the surface be pro- 
vided from the interior of the mine, the passageways aforesaid 
may be made and maintained therefrom into the working part 
of the mine, and this shall be deemed sufficient compliance with 
the provisions of this Act relative thereto; said two passage- 
ways shall be separated by pillars of coal or other strata of 
sufficient strength and width. 

Section 209D of Article 1 and Section 164C of Article 12. 
Where necessary to secure access to the two passageways re- 
quired in any slope mine where the coal seam inclines and has 
workings on both sides of said slope, there shall be provided 
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an overcast for the use of persons working therein, the dimen- 
sions of which shall not be less than four feet wide and five 
feet high. Said overcast shall connect the workings on both 
sides of said slope, and the intervening strata between the 
slope and overcast shall be of sufficient strength and thickness 
at all points for its purpose; provided, that if said overcast 
be substantially constructed it shall be deemed sufficient. 

Section 209E of Article 1 and Section 164D of Article 12. 
The machinery used for lowering or raising the employes into 
and out of the mines and the stairs used for ingress and egress 
shall be kept in safe condition, and inspected once in each 
twenty-four hours by a competent person employed for the 
purpose ; and such machinery and the method of its inspection 
shall be approved by the Mine Inspector. 

Section 209F of Article 1 and Section 164E of Article 12. No 
greater number of persons shall be lowered or hoisted at any 
one time than may be permitted by the Mine Inspector, and 
notice of the number so allowed to be lowered or hoisted at any 
one time shall be kept posted up by the operator or superin- 
tendent in conspicuous places at the top and bottom of the 
shaft, and the aforesaid notice shall be signed by the Mine 
Inspector. 

VENTILATION. 

Section 209G of Article 1 and Section 164 F of Article 12. 
The operator or superintendent of every coal mine, whether 
shaft, slope or drift, shall provide and hereafter maintain 
ample means of ventilation for the circulation of air through 
the main entries, cross entries and all other working places 
to an extent that will dilute, carry off and render harmless 
all noxious or dangerous gases generated in the mine, afford- 
ing not less than one hundred cubic feet per minute for each 
and every person employed therein; provided that in the case 
of old workings when the Mine Inspector shall deem it im- 
practicable to secure 100 cubic feet or air per minute for each 
man, then he may reduce it to 80 feet per man per minute, for 
such old workings. 

Section 209H of Article 1 and Section 164G of Article 12. It 
shall be the duty of the mine foreman to see that proper cut- 
throughs are made in all the rooms, and pillars, at such dis- 
tance apart as the Mine Inspector may deem requisite, not more 
than thirty-five yards in any instance, for the purpose of venti- 
lation, and the ventilation shall be conducted through said 
cut-throughs into the rooms by means of check doors made of 
canvas or other suitable material, placed on the entries or 
in other suitable places, and he shall not permit any room to 
be opened in advance of the ventilation current. Should the 
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Mine Inspector discover any room, entry, or other working 
places being driven in advance of the air current, or shall dis- 
cover any crosscut or cut-through not properly closed or brat- 
ticed contrary to the requirements of this Section, he shall 
order the workingmen working in such places to cease work 
at once until the law is complied with. 

Section 2091 of Article 1 and Section 164H of Article 12. 
One year after the passage of this Act, every mine employing 
more than seventy-five, persons must be divided into two or more 
districts, and each district shall be provided with a separate 
split of pure air and the ventilation shall be so arranged that 
not more than seventy-five persons shall be employed at the 
same time in any one current or split of air; provided that a 
larger number, not exceeding one hundred and thirty may be 
allowed by the Mine Inspector when in his judgment it is im- 
practicable to comply with the foregoing requirements. 

Section 209J of Article 1 and Section 1641 of Article 12. In 
all mines the doors used in guiding and directing the ventila- 
tion of the mine shall be so hung and adjusted that they will 
close themselves, or be supplied with springs and pulleys, so 
that they cannot be left standing open, and an attendant shall 
be employed at all the principal doors through which cars are 
hauled, for the purpose of opening and closing said doors when 
trips of cars are passing to and from the workings, unless an 
approved self-acting door is used, which principal doors shall 
be determined by the Mine Inspector or mine foreman. A hole 
for shelter shall be provided at each door, so as to protect said 
attendant from being run over by the cars while attending to 
his duties, and persons employed for this purpose shall at all 
times remain at their post of duty during working hours; on 
every incline plane or road in any mine where hauling is done 
by machinery, and where a door is used, an extra door shall 
be provided, to be used in case of necessity. 

Section 209K of Article 1 and Section 164 J of Article 12. 
The mine foreman shall measure the air current at least once 
a week and the Mine Inspector at each visit at the inlet and 
outlet and at or near the faces of the entries, and shall keep 
a record of such measurements. An anemometor shall be pro- 
vided for this purpose by the operator of the mine to the 
foreman, and the same shall be supplied to the Mine Inspector 
by the State. 

Section 209L of Article 1 and Section 164K of Article 12. 
All ventilating fans used at the mines shall be provided with 
recording instruments, by which the number of revolutions 
of the effective ventilating pressure of the fan shall be regis- 
tered and the registration with its date for each and every 
day shall be kept in the office of the mine for future reference 
for one year from its date. 
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BORE HOLES. 

Section 209M of Article 1 and Section 164L of Article 12. In 
any place that is being driven toward or in dangerous prox- 
imity to an abandoned mine or part of a mine suspected of or 
containing gases, or which may be inundated with water, bore 
holes shall be kept not less than twenty feet in advance of the 
face, and on the sides of such working places, said holes to be 
drilled diagonally not more than eight feet apart, and any 
place driven to tap water or gas shall not be more than ten 
feet wide, and no water or gas from an abandoned mine, or 
part of mine, and no bore holes from the surface shall be 
tapped until the employes, except those engaged at such work, 
are out of the mine, and such work to be done under the imme- 
diate instructions of the mine foreman. 



GENERAL RULES. . 

Section 209N of Article 1 and Section 164M of Article 12. 
For any injury to person or property occasioned by any viola^ 
tion of this Act, or any failure to comply with its provisions 
by any owner, operator or superintendent of any coal mine or 
colliery, a right of action shall accrue to the party injured 
against said owner or operator for any direct damages he may 
have sustained thereby, and in case of loss of life by reason 
of such neglect or failure aforesaid a right of action shall ac- 
crue to the widow and lineal heirs of the person whose life 
shall be lost, for like recovery of damages for the injury they 
shall have sustained. 

Sub-section A. If any person shall receive any injury in or 
about the mine, and the same shall come within the knowledge 
of the mine foreman, and if he shall be of the opinion that the 
injured person requires medical or surgical treatment, he shall 
see that said injured person receives the same. The mine fore- 
man shall report monthly to the Mine Inspector on blanks 
furnished by said Inspector for that purpose all accidents re- 
sulting in personal injury. 

Sub-section B. No unauthorized person shall enter the mine 
without permission from the superintendent or mine foreman. 

Sub-section C. No person in a state of intoxication shall be 
allowed to go into or loiter about the mine. 

Sub-section D. All employes shall inform the mine foreman, 
or his assistant of the unsafe condition of any working place, 
hauling roads or traveling ways, or of damages to doors, brat- 
tices or stoppings or of obstructions in the air passages when 
known to them. 
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Sub-section E. No person shall be allowed to travel on foot 
to or from his work on any incline plane, diUy or locomotive 
roads, when other good roads are provided for that purpose. 

Sub-section F. It shall be the duty of operators or super- 
intendents to keep at the mouth of the drift, shaft or slope, 
or at such other place about the mine as shall be designated by 
the Mine Inspector, a stretcher, properly constructed, and a 
woolen and a water-proof blanket in good condition for use in 
carrying away any person who may be injured at the mine. 
Provided, that when more than two hundred are employed, 
two stretchers and two woolen blankets and two water-proof 
blankets shall be kept. 

Sub-section 6. No person shall ride upon or against any 
loaded car or cage in any shaft or slope in or about any coal 
mine ; no person other than the trip runner shall be permitted 
to ride on empty trips on any slope or incline plane, when the 
speed of the cars exceed six miles per hour. The transporta- 
tion of tools in and out of the mine shall be under the direction 
of the mine foreman. 

Sub-section H. No person under the age of twelve years 
or female of any age, shall be permitted to enter any mine to 
work therein; nor shall any boy under the age of fourteen 
years, unless he can read and write, be allowed to work in any 
mine; and the mine boss shall see that this requirement is 
fully met. 

DUTIES OF EMPLOYES. 

Section 209O of Article 1 and Section 164N of Article 12. He 
shall examine his working place before beginning work and see 
that it is made safe before commencing to dig or load coal. 

Sub-section A. It shall be the duty of every miner to mine 
his coal properly, and after each blast he shall exercise great 
care in examining the roof and coal, and shall secure them 
safely before beginning work. 

Sub-section B. When a driver has occasion to leave his trip 
he must be careful to see that it is left, when possible, in a 
safe place secure from cars and other danger, or from endan- 
gering drivers of trips following. 

Sub-section C. The driver must take great care while taking 
his trips down grades to have the brakes or sprags so adjusted 
that he can keep the cars under control and prevent them 
running on to himself or others. 

Sub-section D. He shall not leave any cars standing where 
they may materially obstruct the ventilation current, except 
in case of accident to the trip. 

Sub-section E. No employe shall burn any oil in the mines, 
composed wholly or in part of petroleum or its products, but 
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such oil must be at least seventy-five per cent, pure lard, pro- 
vided, this Section shall not prevent the use of ** Sunshine" 88 
an illuminant. 

Sub-section F. Any person or persons whomsoever, who 
shall intentionally or carelessly injure any shaft, instruments, 
air course or brattice, or obstruct or throw open air ways, or 
injure any part of the machinery or open any door in the mine 
and not close it again immediately, or open any door which 
opening is forbidden, or disobey any order given in carrying 
out the provisions of this Act, or do any other act whatsoever 
whereby the lives or health of persons or the security of the 
miners or the machinery is endangered, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and may be punished in a manner provided 
for in this Act. 

Section 209P of Article 1 and Section 164 O of Article 12. 
The neglect or refusal to perform the duties required to be 
performed by any Section of this Act by parties therein re- 
quired to perform them, or the violation of any of the pro- 
visions or requirements hereof, shall be deemed a misdemeanor 
and shall, upon conviction thereof in the Circuit Court of the 
County wherein the misdemeanor was committed, or before 
a Justice of the Peace for such County, be punished by a fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the 
county jail for a period not exceeding six months, or both, in 
the discretion of the Justice of the Peace, or of the Court. 
(This Section as amended by Chapter 243, of the Acts of 1904.) 

RULES OF INTERPRETATION. 

Section 209Q of Article 1 and Section 164P of Article 12. In 
this Act the term **Coal mine'' includes the shafts, slopes, adits, 
drifts or inclined planes, connected with excavations penetrat- 
ing coal stratum or strata, which excavations are ventilated by 
one general system of mine railroads over which coal may be 
delivered to one or more common points outside the mine when 
such is operated by one operator. 

Sub-section A. The term ** excavations and workings" in- 
cludes all the excavated parts of a mine, those abandoned as 
well as the places actually being worked, also all underground 
workings and shafts, tunnels and other ways and openings, 
all such shafts, slopes, tunnels and other openings in the course 
of being sunk or driven, together with all roads, appliances, 
machinery and material connected with the same below the 
surface. 

Sub-section B. The term ** shaft'* means a vertical opening 
through the strata, and which is or may be used for the pur- 
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* 

pose of ventilation or drainage, or for hoisting men or material, 
or both, in connection with the mining of coal. 

Sub-sectin C. The term ** slope" means an incline way or 
opening used for the same purpose as a shaft. 

Sub-section D. The term ** operator" means any firm, cor- 
poration or individual operating any coal mine or part thereof. 

Sub-section E. The term ** Superintendent" means the per- 
son who shall have, on behalf of the operator, immediate super- 
vision of one or more mines. 

Sub-section F. The provisions of this Act shall not apply 
to any mine employing less than ten persons in any one period 
of twenty-four hours. 

MINE INSPECTOR'S DUTIES EXTENDED TO FIRE-CLAY 

MINES. 

Sub-section 6. It shall be the duty of the Mine Inspector 
to make as to the Clay or Fire Clay Mines in Allegany or Gar- 
rett Counties, the examination and reports required as to coal 
mines under Section 197 of Article 1, and Section 151 of Article 
12 of this Act, and to make recommendations to the Governor 
as to the legislation requisite to protect life and health in such 
day mines. 
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Prefatory Note 



The year 1905 has been fairly prosperous for the mining industry 
of this State, and there was a very considerable increase in the pro- 
duction of coal. In 1904 there was mined in the State, 4,277,196 tons, 
while in* 1905 4,571,209 was the total output. Of this tonnage 4,344,267 
tons was mined in Allegany county, 3,942,388 tons by pick, and 401, 879 
tons mined by machines; Garrett county mines produced 207,606 tons 
by pick, and 19,336 tons by machine mining, a total of 226,942 tons. 
This is an increase in Allegany county of 252,044 tons, and in Garrett 
county of 41,969 tons. The largest individual increase in Allegany 
county was by the Consolidation Coal Company, which exceeded two 
million tons, as shown elsewhere in this report. The largest single 
mine is this company's Mine No. 7, its production going over the 
million-ton mark. In this State's production of coal were engaged 
4,579 miners, 342 drivers, 708 inside laborers and 601 outside employ- 
ees, making a total employed in the coal industry of Maryland of 6,230 
persons. The increased tonnage in Garrett county is largely due to 
new development, and the good work still goes on. Notices olthe 
incorporation of new mining companies in this State are frequent, 
and it is encouraging to note that in most cases with ample capital 
and good prospects of success. If proper methods are applied to the 
development of these properties, they will be a source of profit to 
their owners and the communities in which they are established, and 
a means of great revenue to the State. The activity noted in my last 
report as existing in Garrett county is increasing, and ere many years 
the output of Garrett county will be many times what it is now. In 
another part of this report is a special article upon the "Coal Area 
in Maryland," that may be of some benefit to those desiring to invest. 
The accidents are included in another part of this report. In this con- 
nection I would say that while most of the accidents were unavoida- 
ble, in my judgment, yet there were a few that were the result of 
carelessness on the part of those hurt and killed. I again reiterate 
that Mine Foremen should not allow many of the reckless acts I have 
noted as being done, at times Sometimes they are afraid to offend 
somebody, or to establish a good reputation among their men, fail to 
see that the men take care of themselves. Generally, in mines thus 
managed, the highest percentage of accidents is found. On the other 
hand. Mine Foremen, trying to make a personal reputation for getting 
out cheap coal, disregard the danger to life and property. Such men 
need sharp admonition. I have in mind some Mine Foremen, at this 
moment, who are constantly using almost parental 'guardianship over 
the men under them, and while the men do not seem to show it, they 
have the profoundest respect for such officers. 

In my last report I recommended an amendment to the law, requir- 
ing the Mine Foremen to visit each working place at least once in two 
days. I have nothing to add to that recommendation, except my re- 
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grets that it was] not taken up by the Delegates from this county, and 
enacted into law by the last General Assembly. I also recommended 
in my last report, an ap^eodment to the mining law, upon the question 
of the oil to^be used for illuminating purposes in mines. This is a 
more serious question than the average person considers, with five 
hundred, six hundred, and in one case nearly one thousand lights burn- 
ing in a mine, many consuming the cheapest oil to be bought, regard- 
less of the menace of the poisonous smoke to the health, not ' only of 
the user, but of all other men employed where the smoke can befoul 
the atmosphere. The standard is set unnecessarily high in the present 
law, for oil compounded according to the formulas required in Ohio 
or West Virginia give off very little smoke, produce a good light, and 
yet are cheap to the miners, for a good grade of oil burns much more 
slowly than cheap oils, and actually costs less through that saving. 
The present standard is so high that it is disregarded in the main, 
and the only means of enforcement would lie in endless and costly 
litigation. Oil — such as it is — can be bought at grocers for twenty-five 
cents a gallon ; an oil that produces more smoke, and that of most 
acrid and poisonous quality, than illumination. Yet, if most of the 
men were to buy the best oil, and but a few to persist in consuming 
the cheapest grade, the effect, because of the peculiar ventilation sys 
tem necessary in mining, would be almost as deleterious upon the 
general health of the miners employed in that mine as if all used the 
poorest oil on the market. The health of the miners employed in 
constant proximity to this danger, is of more importance than the 
cost of the oils, or any other property consideration. We have 
long boasted of the high average intelligence of our Maryland miners, 
and I trust that no attempt to lower that standard will be made. 
In another part of this report I have considered the question of "shot- 
firing" in detail, and while this question is not at issue in all 
Maryland mines, it is of great importance in those mines where it 
is now an issue. Generally speaking, the n^ines of Maryland are in 
much better shape than in previous years, yet very much more can be 
done, and will be done, for the health and safety of the employees, 
and the care and saving of the valuable properties. 

I beg to thank all those who have given me their help, and for 
the kindly consideration with which I am generally, treated; for 
the courtesies extended by the coal companies, in furnishing sta- 
tistical matter for the information of the State 

In my last report I referred to the matter of expenses ; a contingent 
fund should be established for the proper conduct of this office. It 
is absolutely necessary to the administration of thij office that some 
such provision be made. At present a special Act must be passed by 
the Legislature every two years, to pay for the printing of the an- 
nual report, which the law requires to be printed. Other expenses, 
likewise required by law, must also be paid by the same slow and 
cumbrous method, which often entails a delay of a couple of years 
in paying the regular expenses of the State ; this certainly should be 
remedied. 



Maryland's Mine Inspectors 



5^=? 



Name Tenure of Office 



PETER CAIN From 1st. Monday in May, 1874, to lat. Mon- 

day in May, 1876. 
OWEN RIORDAN, lat. Monday in May, 1876, to Ist. Monday in 

May, 1878. 
OWEN RIORDAN, from Ist. Monday in May, 1878 to Ist. Monday 

in May, 1880. 
THOMAS BROWN, 1st. Monday in May, 1880, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1882. 
THOMAS BROWN, let. Monday in May, 1882, to Ist. Monday 

in May, 1884. 
DENNIS SHERIDAN 1st. Monday in May, 1884, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1886. 
DENNIS SHERIDAN 1st. Monday in May, 1886, to Ist. Monday in 

May, 1888. 

Mr. Sheridan died during the early part of 

his term. 
CHAS. H. HAMILL, appointed September 9, 1886, began his duties 

Sept. 16, 1886, and served the rest of his 

the term to May, 1888. 
R. T. BROWNING 1st. Monday in May, 1888/to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1890. 4^ 

R. T. BROWNING 1st. Monday in May, 1890, j^ 1st. Monday in 

May, 1892. . i 

F. J. McMAHON, 1st. Monday in May, 1892, 'i» 1st. Monday in 

May, 1894. 
F. J. McMAHON, 1st. Monday in May, 1894, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1896. 
OTTO HOHING, 1st. Monday in May, 1896, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1898. 
ALEX. RANKIN, 1st. Monday in May, 1898, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1900. 
JAS. P. CARROLL, Ist. Monday in May, 1900, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1902. 
JAS. P. CARROLL, 1st. Monday in May, 1902, to 1st. Monday in 

May, 1904. 
THOS. MURPHY, 1st. Monday in May, 1904, to Ist. Monday in 

May, 1906. 
Mr. R. T. Browning is the only Inspector that has been appointed 
from Garrett county, all the others being from Allegany county. 



Table of Inspedlion^^Made in 1 905 



Operator Mine No. Visits 

Cumberland Basin Coal Company, Stafford and McGlone 3 

McMullen Bros. Coal Company Barrel Isvi lie No. 1 :. . .6 

Georges Creek Bald Knob Coal Company Nos.X and 2 1 

Midland Mining Company " i^\ . '.'. ....... ^/.Trimble. . v.. . . ^ * • .6 

Midland Mining Company Enterprise 6 

New York Mining Company. .' , ... ; -.Union No. 2 6 

Union Mining Company Union 6 

Union Mining Company. . .•v'.\ . .'.'. . : .Union No. 1 just open^. ,a, . . ., 1 

Consolidation Coal Company Ocean No. 1 . ... .22 

Consolidation Coal Company^. Ocean No* 2 Tyson .., ,. -^ 

Consolidation Coal Company Ocean No. 3 Hoffman 14 

Consolidation Coal Cortrpany. . .':* Ocean No. 34 Eckh^ct. > ...ft 

Consolidation Coal Company Ocean No. 7 .25 

Consolidation Coal Company. .:..;.. Oc^n No. 8. .• .8 

Consolidation Coal Company Ocean No. 9 .6 

H. and W. A. Hitchins Coal Company , ...>*.-, .Borden. . ^>..6 

Piedmont & Georges Creek Coal Company Washington No. 1 6 

Piedmont and Georges Creek Coal Go. , . . .Washington No. 2 ,, 6 ; 

Piedmont and Georges Creek Coal Co., Washii)|j^.tpn :No. 3. . . ... ^;. . . .6 

Braddock Coal Company .Pine City 1 

Wachovia Coal Company ;...... .... . v, v. . . Moqt^llv , 2 . 

Barton and Georges Creek Valley^ Coal Co., Carlos No, 2 A 3. ......... .6 

Bowery Coal Company. . :. . . .^ . . ..: i ;: ; . .Bowerjr... . . . , 3 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Co No. 1 & Engineside 6 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Co No. 16 and 17 Tyson. . ... -4 

Georges Creek Coal Iron Co No. 3 or Pine Hill 6 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Gb. ... . . .No. 9. ur- Culumlt^iAi » . . ., 7 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Co No. 12 . 6 

Georges Creek Coal & Iron Cw. No. 10 & Fine Coal, Dirty. 9.v... 3 

New Central Coal Co Koontz, Big Vein and Tyson. . , . .,, 6 

New Central Coal Co. . :>:■; *;:... :: . .v. . . . :. . . ...j.^'. Big X^in*.^ • 2 

Maryland Coal Co Appleton and Ty^on 6 

Maryland Coal Co. . . t . . . .•'..•..'. ;.;... .Patton. 6 

American Coal Co Jackson Tyson and Waynesburg. 6 

American Coal Co. : . : . . . ^ /;' . •. , .Caledonia.-. 6 

Piedmont Mining Co Pekin. . ., ,.v 5 

Piedmont Mining Co. . . . . . . . M . . ... . ".> '. : . . > wm . ^Moscow .6 

Moscow-Georges Creek Mining Co Moscow Nos. 2 & 3. v.,. .. 6 



Table of Inspections, [Continued] 

" ^ 

Operator Mine No. Visits 



Chapman Coal Mining Co ...... .Swanton. ... . .6, 

Potomac Mining Co Potomac .6 

Frostburg Coal Co Ginseng 6 

Phoenix & Georges Creek Coal & Mining Co. 

Phoenix and Eckhart .6 

Cumberland & Georges Creek Coal Co. Cumb'd & Geo. Cr'k 6 

Piedmont-Cumberland Coal Co .Hampshire .6 

Davis Coal & Coke Co Buxton or No. 17 6 

McCullough Fuel Coal Mine No. 1 .1 

Hansel's Fuel Coal Mine No 1. . .. .. .....2 



• it' 



\ Total Inspections for Allegany County ,282 

Inspections in Garrett County 

G. C. Pattison Coal' Co Enipire. .....;.. .6 

/ Monroe Coal Mining Co Elk Run Nos. 1 and 3 : .... .6 

Potomac Valley Coal Co. (Was the Davia-Harvey Com- 
pany) Davis 5 

Blaine Mining Co Dill No. 2. 7 

Garrett County Coal and Mining Co Dodson No. 1 5 

Upper Potomac Mining Co Big Seven ,6 

Stoyer Run Coal Co Stoyer Run Nos. 1 and 2. .....;.:. . 

Beechwood-Cumberland Coal Co No. 1 .......... 4 

Nethkins Coal Compa.iy Bayard Mine 4 



. : *:■■' 



Total for Garrett county *. . .43 

Total visits to coal mines during year .325 

Inspections in the Fire Clay Mines 

Union Mining Company Fire Clay Mine^. .5 

Big Savage Fire Clay Co., Fire Clay Mine 4 

Savage Mountain Fire Brick Company Fire Clay Mine. > ... .3 

Total visits to Fire Clay Mines ;....-.... ... » ,. . i 12 



Total visits of inspection during year ; v 337 



.';l 
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The G>al Area of Maryland 

In my last report I stated that many of the coal comfMuiies were un- 
able to furnish statistics as to the amount c^ coal worked out, and the 
amount yet to mine, hut hoped to be able to furnish the information 
in this report. I regret to state that the fiipires received this year 
are biit little more complete than last year's. 

The\lartr^t operations in this State are in the Big Vein, the total 
orii^inal area of which was about 18,000 acr<^, much of which yet re- 
mains ip be mined. With the present imp^ved methods of mining 
this seaitly there remains about as much coal yet to be marketed as 
has been miiMd during the existence of the r^on. This statement 
made by me in last report, seemed over-confident ; but further investi- 
gatton lu^f convinced me more fully of its trfiih. At present recovery 
of the Big Vein is going on at many points ia the region; at Phoenix, 
Cieorgeif Creek Coal and Mining Company ; at Caledonia mine, of the i 
American Coal Company ; at both mines of the Piedmont Mining Com- i^ 
pany, at Moscow and Pekin ; at one mine of ^ Moacow-Georges Creek ^J 
Mining Company. The Maryland Coal Comn|py is lifting the bottom I 
coal npw, which represents about one-third ^of the workable seam of 
the Big Vein, thousands upon thousands of ^ns of which lies buried 
in these hills. New Central Coal Company is recovering coal both | 
at their KoonU and Big Vein mines. The Geclri^ Creek Coal and 
Iron G^pany is lifting bottoms and going aftei Big Vein coal, long 
repute^ worked out. The American Company is doing the same \ 
thing ^ their Jackson mines. The Midland Mining Company is work- 
ing ou{ good coal, supposed to have been taken out long years ago 
from the Consolidation Coal Company's old drift mines of Ocean No. 

1. The H. & W. A. Hitchins Coal Company is recovering no end of 
cpal at thciir Borden mine, formerly "worked out" by the Borden 
Mining Company ; approximating probably a quarter-million tons. 
This com^ny has also leased the "Old Shaft," in which it is said 
about as m^ch coal remains as has been removed. The Bowery Coal 
Company at Midlothian, are working parts of the "Johnson" and 
"Blaen Avon" mines, and expect to get much coal from the old 
"Bowery" mine, of the Borden Mining Company. The Consolida- 
tion Coal Company has launched into the recovery business also, and 
here are some figures gotten from their engineering department, of 
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coal actually measured and mapped, that has been recorered er is in 
process of recovery on the lands of this company : 



i^M> 



Location Tonift 

Ocean Mine No. 1 (Old Lye) 185,e00 

Hoffman drift mine (shipped so far, much more yet remaining) 96,000 
Eckhart, No. 8i, in process of recovery 2,600,000 

Total amount now located !^721,€0(> 



Aside from this is old Allegany mine, where it is known that much 
coal can be secured ; old Frost taiines ; New Hope— although soiiie of 
this is included in the Eckhart figures-H>ld Gonsolklation ; alid the 
Astor mine, at Vale Summit ; and to my own personal kMKlwledge, 
coal lying all the way from Astor mine down to the Midland Minfag 
Company's lines, and adjoining Ocean mine No. 1, on the other side; 
all owned by the same companj^ Nor is this all, the Piedmirtit and 
Georges Creek Coal Company, ^b pioneers in the recovery movement 
on Geoiges Creek, are still in rasiness at their Washingioil No, 1 
mine, with prospects good for many years to come. 

This is a brief summary of what is going on in this particular 
line, in Allegany county. Another feature of the recovery of 6eal is 
perhaps not considered greatly. : About eighty-five percent* of the 
value of coal lies in the lalxHr ; and in this character of work coal 
cannot be mined so cheaply as when solid. Falls have to be Cleaned 
upi much more timber used, and; sometimes great disadvantages in 
haulage overcome, as when the toal must be entered from a iM^ier 
point, and .worked ''toward the dip." The money spent in reoover- 
ing such coal is so much to the people of Maryland, that the miners, 
realizing it, often do ''dead work" without pay, that they should not 
be expected to do. 

The area and extent of the smaller veins is not yet very well defin- 
ed. The "Tyson" seam, which lies directly above the Big Vein, is 
one of the best, outside of the Big Vein, if not the best. It is found 
in the "Monongahela" formatiot:^ and is mined extensively through- 
out the region. At the lower e$d of the r^ion it is fhtan five to 
seven feet in thickness, and at thie upper end from three to four feet, 
averaging about three and one-hall feet. In the same formation is 
another coal, almost as good as the Tyson, although clay veins are 
more frequently encountered in working it; it is called the "Koontz" 
or "Waynesburg" coal, and at prdisent is being mined at but one 
point in the region ; by the American Coal Company, at Jackson. 
These are the only seams now beii^ operated above the Big Vetn« 
and since the "Koontz" occurs only on the highest points, its area 
is but limited. A large area of the "Tyson" coal is yet imtouched 
mainly owned by th^ C!onsolidation Coal Company. The Big Vein, 
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which has already been discussed, is the lowest coal in the "Monon- 
gahela" formation. The next vein of any importance is the ''Frank- 
lin," or " Dirty-Nine-foot, " which is from 155 to 200 feet below the 
Big Vein, in the Conemaugh formation. This seam is not extensively 
mined as yet, being worked at but three points : Phoenix, Potomac 
and a fuel mine operated by the Greorges Greek Coal and Iron Com- 
pany. In this formation occurs also the * * Bakerstown, ' ' or Barton 
Pour- Foot" about 425 feet below the Big Vein which is mined more 
largely^ than any other seam below the Big Vein. It averages about 
thirty inches of clean coal, and is very uniform and persistent in char- 
acter. At Potomac, where it is mined on a larger scale than anywhere 
else in this region, many of the miners scate that they prefer the work 
to the Big Vein. There is a large area of this coal, which goes 
below Georges Greek at the lower end of Pekin, and does not show 
above level again until Morantown on the north-east, extending al- 
most-to the top of Dan's Mountain on the east and to Savage Moun- 
tain ^n the- West. This coal extends over portions of Garrett county, 
and is being mined at Bloomington and at Bamum. I predict a great 
future for this coal, when it will be largely developed, and perhaps 
worked upon the "long wall" system. There are other seams in this 
formationy but it is my purpose to speak only of coal being operated. 
The ''Thomas, "or "Upper Freeport" coal lies about 675 feet below 

. the Big Vein, at the top of the Allegany formation. Wherever 
worked in this State the "Thomas" coal is extremely hard, almost as 
refactory as anthracite, and difficult to work by pick mining. Ma- 
chines are used in this coal by the Frostburg Mining Company, and 
properly used turn out a fine quality of coal. This coal makes a good 
quality of coke, and some day we may have large coking plants here, 
as this coal has a much larger area than the Bakertown, being about 
255 feet below that coal. Next lower in the Allegany formation is 

'the "Upper Kittanning" coal, in this State, so far defined only atone 
place— Dodson, in Garrett county, where it is operated by the Gar- 
rett Coal and Mining Company. Geologists say this coal is not present 
on Georges Creek, oi if present is not of sufficient thickness to justify 
the belief that it will ever possess any commercial value. At Dod- 
son this coal is four feet thick, clean, with a grain and structure very 
much like the Big Vein. The coal is free to work, with a good, 
smooth bottom and hard top, and the only trouble is that it shows 
some "rust," even when well under the hill. If this coal is general- 
ly present in our coal sections, it will probably prove. the best of 
our lower, or smaller seams. It is about 765 feet below the Big 
Vein, and about 60 feet above the "Davis," or "Lower Kittanning." 
The "Davis Six-Foot," or "Lower Kittanning," is about 825 feet 
belo^y- the Big Vein, and is more generally worked in the State than 

• any other smaller vein. In Allegany county it is generally under 
such heavy coyer that as yet we have few operations working it. It 
passes beneath Georges Creek at a point near Franklin, and is not 
worked anywhere above that point. Below, there are two large mines 
—Washington No. 3, of the Piedmont-Georges Creek Coal Company, 
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with a daily capacity of about 1,000 tons, and Buxton mine, of the 
Davis Coal & Coke Company, about the same size. In Garrett coun- 
ty this seam is largely developed, being reached everywhere in that 
county, up to the Doer Park ** anticline" by drift. At or about Stoy- 
er it goes under the Potomac, on the southern slope of this ''anti- 
cline, ' ' and from there southward it must be reached by shaft. The 
afea of thii^ coial is'^more extensive than that of any other coal seams 
before mentioned, and it is also the thickest seam being mined, be- 
low the level of the Big Vein. It is a coal that can be mined eco- 
nomically wherever it is free from faults, but little timber being 
needed in advance work, and comparatively little in pillar work. 
Scarcely any hruishing is needed, except where faults occur, and 
in development so far, it is not' apparent' 'that these will seriously 
interfere with economic mining. This vein lies in the ** Allegany" 
formation, and is the best of the seams named in that section. 
Below the "Davis" coal, about fifty feet, is the ** Parker, "or 
* 'Clarion" seam, but at only two points is it being operated, in both 
places on a small scale; bt Barrellsville, by the Cumberland Basin 
Coal Company, and at Westernport, by J. O. J. Greene. Thirty feet 
lower still lies the *-Bluebaugh" or "Brookville, " seam, which is 
yet little worked. Probably this coal has some future, because it 
is highest in iquality, where it- is being mined, and with the great 
a^ea that is supposed to exist, the 6oa\ being 915 or 920 feet below 
the Big Vein, it must be some time before any great development 
can be expected. There are other coal seams in the Pottsville forma- 
tion, still lower down, below the Allegany, and some of them are be- 
ing mined on a very small scale, such as the "Mercer." or **Mt. 
Savage" coal, the "Westernport" and "Bloomington" coals. The 
"Mercer" cdal is mined in connection with the mining of fire-clay 
near Mt. Savage. 

Such is a brief outline of the coal resources of this State as dis- 
covered at present. It demonstrates, beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
that Marvland is good for a large fuel supply for hundreds of years, 
and that Western Maryland will be producing coal when some other 
States have exhausted all their workable seams. The lower veins 
here are as good a^ those in adjoining States, and if it were not for 
the indefensible 15 cent differential maintained against the Maryland 
mines by the Baltimore & Ohio, our mines would certainly be much 
more largely developed than at present. There might have been a 
time, when nothing but Big Vein was mined on Georges Creek, that 
the differential was in part justifiable, to develope the inferior coals 
of adjoining States ; but now, in addition to our Big Vein, we have 
seven or eight other workable seams, that would be shipping many 
times the amount of coal they are shipping now, if it were not for 
this discriniination. It would seem, too, to be false economy for the 
railroads— for the stockholders, at least— for surely the railroad can- 
not haul a ton of coal as cheaply, or cheaper, from regions 150 miles 
further away from eastern ports. This region is the closest coal 
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field to tide-wmter in the country, and idioakl have the fall benefit of 
its nmtunl advantages. 




the Coal'' 



While the question of ''shooting/' or blasting the ooal out in the 
mine, is not so serious^ a matter with us in Maryland as yet, as in 
some other States, mme-the-less it is a question of importance to the 
health and perhaps the safety of the miners in many mines in Mary- 
land. 

Bnterii^ some mines fm inspection, one will hear one blast after 
AiMther, going off like an artillery duel. Often when the worthing 
face is reached will be found a small round hole, showing where a 
''shot" has failed to do its work, but has shattered it to pieces, so 
when the next shot, whicl||JK» generally ppt in immediately, explodes, 
a mass of coal and slate is torn down, hopelessly intermixed. When 
loaded and sent to the dump, the result of the carelessness is ai^uur- 
eat in a mass of refuse, lowering the quality of tiie output. This 
''hogging" the coal has a bad effect upon the skilled miners, who 
take pride in their work ; we still have some of that class although 
the introduction of machines and growing use of blasting is reducing 
their number every year ; when any man who can turn the crank of an 
auger and make a cartridge is a full-fledged miner, and can take the 
place of any miner, pride in^ the skill that could "cut a straight 
rib," or "mine four feet uhder a breast of coal" is a vain thing, 
and skilled mining is indeed becoming a thing of the past. So-called 
"miners" will blast as often as four times (I have seen it) with 
cartridges anywhere from one to three feet in length, to avoid a lit- 
tle work in shearing or mining their coal before putting in these aw- 
ful, dangerous tmd wasteful charges— and get two or three tons of 
smashed-up coal. With sudi^. conditions, an inferior class of miners 
is likely to replace our old rlK^e of skilled handicraftsmen, men whose 
ignorance, carelessness and stupidity will work their own destruction. 
The evil of careless blasting harms health from the smoke emitted, 
ruins the coal product, and destroys tAie pride the Maryland miner 
used to take in his work. While it saves labor, temporarily, the 
miners must find some way to regulate its use, or in the end it will 
work Uieir own confusion. 



Weights and Weighing 

I>uring Uie fis<*al year from May, 1905 to May. 1906, the weighing 
of ooal has been given my most careful attention. The number of 
soales tested has increased, more testing having been done in Garrett 
than in the previous year. Of the scales tested I found but one incor- 



MINE INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT, 1905 17 

rect this year, and that was at a small operation, the **Big Vein" 
mine, of the New Central Coal Company. In this case the company 
requested that I bring my weights and test the scales. It was found 
to be weighing against the miners 30 pounds in 500, and about 70 
pounds in three tons. My weights were left at the company's desire, 
until the scales were properly adjusted. It is significant that of late 
nearly all requests to test scales have come from operators. This 
seems to indicate a desire upon their part to keep their scales in pro- 
per condition, and also to see that they do not suffer any injustice from 
inaccurate weighing, and incorrect scales. Automatic, or self -register- 
ing scales, of the Fairbanks make, have been installed at Hoffman and 
Ocean Mine No. 1, by the Consolidation Coal Company during the 
past year. This scale greatly simplifies the work of the weighmaster, 
and if properly adjusted must weigh correctly. 

The miners at Upper Potomac, Garrett county, employed by the 
Upper Potomac Coal Company at the Big Vein mine, decided to 
place a check-weighman at the scales to look after their interests. 
Unfortunately, the man selected had been discharged a few days 
before that, from the employment of the same company. The mipe 
foreman objected to his presence on the company's premises, and I 
was notified. I went at once to the place, found the conditions as 
above stated, got the men together and had an expression of their 
will, and found they were almost a unit for placing this man upon 
the scales. I then notified the company that unf*er the law they 
could not interfere in the selection of the checkweighman, and must 
permit the man selected by the miners to act in that capacity. This 
they promispJ to do, and the man wpnt to work, but was forced to 
quit in a short time, because he could not get pay enough to justify 
him in staying. 

It is manifestly just that miners should have a representative at 
the scales to see that the product of their labor is properly weigh- 
ed, so there could be no shadow of doubt that they are paid for their 
full labor. 

I again suggest that it would be well for each company to keep a 
couple of test weights at their scales ; this would save much time and 
cost to the State, and entail very little upon the operators. 



Accidents During the Year 



There were 72 accidents in the fiscal year, from May 1, 1905, to 
May 1, 1906, an increase of 18 as compared with the corresponding 
period of the year preceding. 13 of these were fatal, a decrease 
of three; and 59 non-fatal, an increase of 21. Of the non-fatal ac- 
cidents, 31 were serious and 28 slight in character. There were no 
accidents in the fire-clay mines during the year. Of the fatal acci- 
dents 5 were from falls of roof coal, in the Big Vein ; one from shale, 
or slate, in the ** Davis Six-foot," one from a fall of sand-rock in 
the same coal, one from being caught by loaded trip against a 
pile of ties, one from being dragged by a mule, and four from falls 
of breast coal. Of the latter four, two falls were but small pieces 
of coal, such as in most instances would result in but slight injur- 
ies; the other two were large falls of coal. Of the seven deaths from 
falls of roof -coal five were in the big vein ; about three of theee were the 
result of carelessness in timbering. The one from sand rock was from 
the same cause, and the other can only be attributed to an acci- 
dent. There is entirely too much reckless work going on in this re- 
gion. The greatest risks are constantly being taken b> men of a 
high order of native intelligence, and I can trace it only to thought- 
lessness or laziness. Mine foremen are to blame for much of this, 
for they should insist upon the miners timbering their work properly. 
Some foremen do this, and their men are experts; others are unwill- 
ing to enforce a proper discipline, and let their men run needless 
risks. It is not always certain that an old, experienced miner will 
be prudent; in fact, I have known them to take greater chances than 
the less experienced miner would. It is notable that in the worst 
cut-up mines, the most dangerous places, accidents are almost un- 
known. Accidents hardly ever occur in the Midland Mining Com- 
pany's Enterprise mine, at Washington No. 1, of the Piedmont & 
Georges Creek Coal Company, at the Borden Mine, at Koontz mine, 
at Caledonia mine, and many others of unurual danger. But in the 
*'safe" mines, where all is apparently secuie, men are continually 
being hurt. 

Inspecting a certain mine in Allegany county, I went into a room 
upon a certain heading, and found the men shoveling slate back into 
the **gob, " working under what I thought a dangerous piece of top- 
coal. I called the attention of the men to the fact, telling them they 
were taking great risks by working under such a heavy mass of top- 
coal. They said it **was some dangerous," but as soon as they got 
the slate out of the way they would take it down. I suggested 
that they set a prop under the edge of the hanging coal, which 
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they promised to do ; and I left them. About four o'clock that after- 
noon, when I left the fan, going to catch the train for home, I saw a 
crowd of men around a car coming out of the mine, and in the car, 
seriously hurt, one of the men whose place I had visited, hurt by the 
same piece of top-coal I had warned them about. It was the old 
story. They had waited to finish a car. 

As a general proposition, miners can now get all the props they 
want, for the companies realize, from an economic standpoint, (aside 
from humanitarian considerations) the importance of propping to get 
all the coal possible. Mine foremen and their assistants should have 
the courage to go after the men who will not care for their 
own lives, or the lives of their co-laborers, and insist upon their 
timbering their places properly ; and if for any local cause timber can- 
not be promptly furnished, send them home. Better that a man 
should lose an occasional day's work, than lose his life. The dragging 
to death of a boy, by a runaway mule, repeated an accident of last 
year. Now what always should have been done is being done : the 
harness is being stripped from the mules if they have any distance to 
go to the stables. 

As soon as an accident has occurred, it has been my policy to notify 
the Coroner; but in no case this year has it been necessary to hold an 
inquest. Two of the fatal accidents occurring were in Garrett county, 
both of such nature that they are not likely to occur very frequently. 
All these accidents appear in the proper tables in this report. 

I again call the attention of miners to reckless handling of blasting 
powder. A couple of serious accidents were caused by careless hand- 
ling of powder. Miners will make cartridges with their naked lamp- 
flame in their hands, without consideration even whether the air- 
current blows toward the can or not. 

Mine foremen should comply with the law requiring them to report 
to the Inspector at the end of each month, the accidents for the month. 
This is very little trouble, and would be a great help to the Mine 
Inspector in preparing his report. I would also ask that they make 
an effort to" answer all the questions asked. Most other States and 
the British Inspectors collect statistics similar, in some cases going 
farther, inquiring even the nationality and religion of the persons 
hurt. 
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Fatal Accidents, 1905-6, Detailed 

1, May 12.— George W. Poland, miner, employed at Ocean No. 8, by 
the Consolidation Coal Company, aged 43, residing at Gilmore, 
Allegany county, was instantly killed by a fall of roof-coal. 
Poland was working with another man on the lower side of a 
cross-cut, taking coal off a corner, whence coal had already been 
taken to allow room for a **turn" to be laid, to remove the pil- 
lar, or stump, above them. This ** stump" had been removed, 
and in their work the men encountered a long slip in the roof, 
dropping probably ten or twelve tons over a space of twenty feet. 
Poland was working at the lower end of the place, his partner 
at the upper end, and it is miraculous that both were not killed. 
There were cross-bars across the road- way, but propped only on 
one side, the side on which they were working being set into 
the coal. This I consider a case of gross carelessness, which the 
setting of a few props would have prevented. 

2. May 15.— John Donahue, aged 22, single, residing at Hoffman, with 

his widowed mother, was instantly killed at Hoffman mine (Con- 
solidation Coal Company) by a fall of roof coal. This was a 
very distressing accident. The young man and his companions 
had just finished their day's work, and had completed taking out 
a stump. Before leaving for home young Donahue went in to 
examine the place ; some said to pull out some rails that were 
going to be buried by the expected fall ; others, that he went in 
simply to see the condition of the place. When I arrived the 
place had fallen, and while the slip whence the men said the 
roof fell, could be seen, the circumstances previous to the acci- 
dent could not be discerned. Not knowing who had been negli- 
gent, I notified the Coroner, who came at once and investigated, 
deciding as a result that no inquest was necessary, for if there 
had been any negligence it was on the part of the men working 
in the place. 

3. July 6. — Alexander Wilson, miner, 55 years old, residing at Lonacon- 

ing, was instantly killed by a fall of roof coal, in Ocean mine 
No. 1, of the Consolidation Coal Company. This was one of the 
most experienced miners in the region, but it would seem that he 
took a risk in undercutting the coal that no miner should assume. 
With his brother, he was driving a room and had broken through 
on the right side of his place into an old heading, driven years 
before, called the **6th. right water ditch. " The roof had a 
very good smooth, at the top of the breast coal, which is fre- 
quently the case although not always. He was working on the 
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left side of the place, mining the breast, working wide to allow 
room for their track to go across the old ' ' water-ditch. ' ' Thus 
the only support for the coal he was working at, was being 
cut away, and when he struck a imall face slip, not apparently 
dangerous, about one and a half tons of coal fell, killing Wilson 
outright. 
4 July 14.— Steve Noggie, a miner, working in Dill No. 2, mine of the 
Blaine Mining Company, Garrett county, was instantly killed by 
a fall of breast coal. This mine is in the ** Davis six-foot'* 
seam, and the company requires the miners to undercut their 
'coal. From the position of things when I arrived it would seem 
that Noggie was lying on his side, with his head resting on a 
shovel turned down, engaged in backing up a "gib" or stump to 
support the bieast until undercut, when a piece of the breast 
coal, weighing perhaps a hundred pounds, dropped a footer four- 
teen inches, killing him outright. 

5. July 19 — Ham Ross, a miner, 39 years old, married, with three 

children, was instantly killed in the Piedmont Mining Company's 
Moscow mine, by a fall of roof coal. From all appearances 
this accident could have been prevented by the exercise of ordin- 
ary care. They were driving toward the waste, or where the coal 
had previously been mined, and had lifted the bottoms tq lay 
their track, to bring the car closer, for the purpose of making 
handy loading. I could not see where any prop had been set 
from the rock, or pavement, but on the contrary all the props 
around the face were on top of the bottoms. A large face slip 
crossed directly over the place, which any miner should have seen, 
and probably they did see it, but they had a partly loaded car, 
and took the risk to finish it before making the place secure. 

6. Oct. 3 — Alexander Wilson, Jr., was killed by a fall of roof coal 

in Columbia mine, of the Georges Creek Coal & Iron Company. 
He was 27 years old and had a wife and two children, residing 
at Lonaconing. Four men worked together in the place and the 
accident happened early in the morning, just as some of his 
comrades were coming in. He was working at the face of a place 
being driven out to the outcrop, and was trimming the top of the 
breast, or *'skutching" as it is locally called, when he freed the 
deadly face slip that so often appears in our roof coal, letting 
down about one and a half tons. He died shortly after getting 
him out. The place was reasonably well timbered, about as they 
are generally kept, and the accident seemed unavoidable. 

7. Dec. 13 — Bert Nines, a miner, working in Dill No 2. mine, of the 

Blaine Mining Company, aged 32, with a wife and no children, 
residipg at Blaine, W. Va., was killed outright by a piece of 
shale or rock, falling from the roof and striking him on the 
head, fracturing his skull. This is the second fatal accident at 
this mine during the year and, it is worthy of note, that you 
could hardly see how either man was killed, after examining 
the places, wherein they received their death. It appears as if 
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Nines was also mining when this small pot of roof slate fell, 
its thickest part was not more than four inches and it tapered 
down to a half inch. It seemed to have turned when falling, 
the heaviest portion going down first, striking him on the head 
and fracturing his skull as before stated. 
1906 

8. Jan. 4— Christopher Roberts, Sr., was fatally hurt at Ocean 

No; 7, of the Consolidation Coal Company, and died 11 days later. 
He was 60 years of age, married, and had a large grown up fam- 
ily, residing in Frostburg. Four men were working in the place 
pillaring. They had driven the cross-cut through and had start- 
ed up the inside of the stump to take the inner cut out first. 
Roberts Sr., was working at the face, trimming the top of the 
breast, when he freed a face slip. His son, Roberts, Jr., was 
working alongside of the car, cutting up the bottom, preparatory 
to putting up a prop under one of the cross-bars, (two of the 
cross-bars having no props under one end) that would probably, 
have prevented the accident. A large amount of roof coal fell, 
breaking the croos-bars off at the left-side props, fatally crushing 
Roberts, Sr., and seriously injuring Roberts, Jr. 

9. Jan. 26— James Hotchkiss was instantly killed by a fall of 

breast coal at Ocean No. 7, Consolidation Coal Company. He 
was 51 years old, married and had a large family; resided at 
Woodland. He and his two sons were working on the lower side 
of the heading, in a place that looked as safe as anywhere in 
any coal mine could be. The sons had each of the sides cut or 
sheared in past a face slip, that was very free and running di- 
rectly across the place. Some of this slip had been worked off, for 
I noticed pick marks upon it; the rest fell when probably they 
were undercutting striking the father and killing him outright. 

10. March 8. — Decilas Maury was injured at Ocean No. 7, Consolida- 

tion Coal Company, being caught by a loaded trip, in a close 
place, against a pile of ties, and rolled by two or three of the 
cars before freed. He died two days later. On account of his 
age it was stated by the doctors that he died from the shock pro- 
duced by the injury. Maury was 60 years of age, married, and 
resided at Frostburg. 

11. Feb. 19 — Thomas Richardson died in Lonaconing. He was injur- 

ed by a small piece of breast coal, ^slipping off the rib, where 
he was sitting at his dinner bucket; it struck him on the back, 
breaking it. At first^it was thought that he was only slightly 
hurt, but paralysis set in, in the lower part of his body, and he 
gradually wasted from the time of his injury, Oct. 3, 1905, un- 
til his death, Feb. 19, 1906. This was one of the most surpris- 
ing accidents of the year, from the small amount of coal that 
fell. Richardson was 55 years old, married, with a family, liv- 
ing in Lonaconing. 

12. April 21 — William Munsie, a driver in Ocean No. 8, Consolidation 

Coal Company met a most horrible death at Ocean No. 1 stables. 



'::jz 



Law Enforcement 



There were several cases against coal companies, alleging vari- 
s infractions of the mining la^^s, pending at the time of my 
st report. These cases came up for trial at the October term 

Circuit Court, along with some others, indictments that were 
ought by the Grand Jury of that term. The first case was 
ainst the Superintendent of the Cumberland Georges Creek 
»al Company, for failure to put in the necessary ventilating ap- 
ratus, or failure to comply with Sec. 209 G, of Article 1, which 
qiuires the ** operator or superintendent to provide and main- 
in ample means of ventilation, affording not less than 100 cub- 
feet of air per man per minute, ' ' etc. This not being obeyed 

that mine, action was brought in January, 1905; on the prom- 
5 to **fix things up" the State's Attorney postponed the case 
t:il the April term. In the meantime two other cases were 
ought before Justices of the Peace, one against W. J. Bernard, 
iperintendent of the Chapman Coal Company, for failure tosup- 
y the necessary ventilation under Section 209 G of Article 1, 
e other against William Dodds, foreman of the Maryland Coal 
>mpany, for failure to have cut-throughs driven, required under 
action 209 H of Article 1, of the mining law. These cases 
^re all overlooked at the April term, 1905, and it was October 
if ore Court again convened ; consequently the cases went over 

that time. At that term of court four other indictments were 
ought by the Grand Jury, one against William Dodds, foreman 

the Maryland Coal Company, for failure to have the cut- 
I'oughs driven, one against the Midland Mining Company, one 
rainst the H. and W. A. Hitchins Coal Company, and one 
rainst the Piedmont & Georges Creek Coal Company, for fail- 
*e to furnish proper ventilation. These cases were brought 
?ainst my judgment; for although the laws were not strictly 
t>served at these mines, yet I believed the companies were 
oing everything in their power to obey the law, under great difficul- 
•ies. I referred to this question in my last report. In some mines, 
working coal already partly removed, it is almost impossible to fully 
comply with the law. The cases came up for trial on Oct. 31, 1905, 
and the attorneys for the coal companies filed a demurrer to the indict- 
ments, arguing that none of the indictments were specific enough : did 
not state at what particular point in the mines these alleged violations 
of law occured ; and the court promptly threw the cases out. It was 
purely technical ground, the merits of the case itself being entirely 
ignored. I could have furnished time, place, or any other infor- 
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mation desired, and this goes to show that criminal prosecution upofl 
the part of the State needs some amending, so that when such a mis- 
take should occur, the Court would have the power to permit the 
amending of the indictment, rather than allow law-breakers to escape 
on purely technical grounds. 



Descriptions of the Mines 

McMULLEN BROTHERS 

Mine No. 1, Barrelsville 

D. F. McMuUen, General Manager 

James Barrett, Superintendent H. W. Curran, Foreman 

During the year 1905 McMullen Bros., Goal Gompany, worked rea- 
sonably steady. This coal locally known as the "Bluebaugh" ard 
said by geologists to be the equivalent of the ''Brookville'' seam in 
Pennsylvania, is of very good quality here the only place at present 
where it is being operated in this State. As I have said in my pre- 
vious report one of the greatest drawbacks in mining all of the lower 
coals or "small vein coal" as they are called, is in keeping them pro- 
perly cleaned. This subject is dealt with in a special article in an- 
other portion of this report. The second opening required by the 
Mining Law has been made here during the year, and an air shaft 
has lately been sunk which makes the ventilation as good as natural 
ventilation can be macJe under the circumstances. The improvements 
made during the year 1905, consist of one new opening, new tramway 
of 1450 feet long and extended their plane 800 feet. In addition to 
this the roads and drainage in the mine have been very much im- 
proved. They ship over the Gumberland & Pennsylvania railroad and 
are nearest to the port of Baltimore of any of the mines in the 
county. 



GUMBERLAND BASIN GOAL GOMPANY 
Stafford and McGlone 

This company has been practically idle all year, shipping but 195 
tons during that time. I visited the mine twice during the year and 
found but few men working. The ventilation was very good consid- 
ering that it is by natural means. They have openings in the ** Par- 
ker*' or **Glarion" seam, and the **Bluebaugh'' or **Brookville. " 
The ** Parker"* being a drift and the **Bluebaugh** a slope. A loca- 
motive operates over a branch road from off the Gumberland & 
Pennsylvania railroad and hauls the coal to the main line of the above 
mentioned road. A large number of comfortable houses have been 
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built here, and it is to be regretted that the company do not operate 
their mines more steadily which would be a source of profit to them- 
selves and the community. 



GEORGES CREEK BALD KNOB COAL COMPANY 
Jerry Wiland, Superintendent and Mine Foreman. 

At this mine during the past year I have made but two visits, due 
to mine not working, though their output has increased during^the 
year 2,993 tons. In my last report this operation was described at 
some length. A locomotive conveys the output to the head of the 
plane where it is lowered to the dump, and from there hauled to the 
Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad by another locomotive, operat- 
ing on the Wellersburg branch of this road. The ventilation is by 
furnace and on the occasion of my visits was very good. 



Where Measured Cubic ff. No.pf^ Air per 



Intake at mouth of mine 4,940 20 247 

Return to Furnace 5,170 



MIDLAND MINING COMPANY 

Trimble Mine 

W. A. Somerville, General Superintendent Job Stevens, Foreman 

This operation is at the extreme eastern outcrop of the "Big Vein" 
and is located at Morantown, on the line of the Cumberland and Penn- 
sylvania railioad. During the year some improvement has been not- 
ed in the ventilation, and the general character of the coal has also 
improved. Roads and drainage in fair condition. The following 
readings indicate the condition. 



WhprP Mpaqured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measurea ^jr per m. Employes Man 



Intake at mouth of mine 3,990 12 332 

Return to air shaft 4,120 
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Enterprise Mine 
John Askey, Foreman 

About one half mile east of Midland this mine is located, it ships 
over the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad, by a short branch 
road leading up along Hoffman, to the mine. It is working out 
abandoned coal belonc^ing to the Consolidation Coal Company, and 
during the last year has reached coal owned by themselves, which was 
formerly owned by the McCullough heirs, of Frostburg. This opera- 
tion will last for many years to come and is considered a very desir- 
able place in which to work. The ventilation is by natural meai.s 
and what is gotten from Ocean No. 1, ventilation system. The lower 
workings of this company are in close proximity to Ocean No. 1, **01d 
lye" and there being a ereat many leaks in this old work helps to fur- 
nish this mine with air. Roads and drainages in only fair condition. 



NEW YORK MINING COMPANY 
Union No. 2 



Henry Shriver, Superintendent 

John Sullivan, Foreman John Hannon, Sub-Foreman 



This operation is located on the east side of the Cumberland and 
Pennsylvania railroad, just above the valley of Jennings Run, and 
is among the large operations of the region, pressing Ocean No. 1,'of 
the Consolidation Coal Company, for second place in point of ship- 
ments. The coal here and its peculiar formation has been described 
at some length in my report for 1904. There is one matter worthy of 
note in speaking of this mine and that is, that during the year 1905 
while working a portion of the mine, it was found impossible to keep 
the rooms from falling in, there being only from 4 to 6 feet of cover. 
It was then the company conceived the idea of taking the cover, or 
"stripping it" as that kind of work is generally called. About one 
and a quarter acres was mined in this way. The coal thus taken out 
proved to be as good as any coal in their mine, and it was indeed a 
unique sight to seo this high seam, (for it was fully nine feet at this 
point) being uncovered and loaded into the mine cars and dumped 
as any other coal in this operation. The haulage system described 
at some length in my last report is working very satisfactorily, and the 
output of the mine is constantly increasing, notwithstanding that much 
of the work is still advancing and consequently harder to keep up the 
output. The ventilation at this mine is generally all that could be 
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desired, as a persual of an average inspe^^tion of the mine will 
show. The matter of fast shooting'' or shooting coal out of the solid 
is a serious question here. I have known miners to put in as much as 
four blasts for one car of coal ; cartridges ranging from 10 inches to 2 
feet being used; I would find much more air nt the inside ''cut- 
through" than is required under the law, and I would also see plenty 
of smoke. This subject of **fast shooting" is dealt with in another 
portion of this report, under a special article. Here there is more 
docking done than at any other plant in the State, and more men em- 
ployed by far than at any other mine, to try to keep the coal free 
from the impurities, due to the character of the coal in part, and 
sometimes due to carelessness in the mining of their coal on the part 
of the miner. Oftentimes a little prudence and care in preparing 
their coal would result in less docks to the miners and much cleaner 
coal for the company. The roads and drainage here are in good 
shape considering the difficulties to be overcome in the amount of re- 
fuse having to be gobbed or taken outside. An average inspection 
for the year is as follows : 



Where Measured ^^^^ E^-,?/,, ^ir per 



Intake from the Fan "right side" 16 430 

Outlet of second right **right side" 3,900 

Intake to 3rd right ' 'right side' ' 2,460 

Intake to 4th and 5th right "right side" . . . . 5,040 

Intake to 7th right "right side' ' 3,210 

Intake to 9th right and 9th right slant 

"right side 21,800 

Intake to 10th right "right side" 2,560 

Intake from Fan "left side" 86,400 

Inside cut-through in Jenkins "left side". . . 26,840 
Inside cut-through in Carlow heading "left 

side" 7,560 

Intake to 3rd left ' 'left side' ' 3,490 

Intake to 4th left "left side" 7,440 

Intake to 5th left ' 'left side' ' 4, 120 

Intake to 6th left "left side" 4,720 

Intake to 7th left "left side" , 5,390 

Intake to 8th left "left side" 4,140 



This inspection still shows 5th left to be the poorest ventilated of 
any of the headings in this mine, it being as stated in my last report 
a spur extending much farther than the company had any idea it 
would go. 
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Tyson No. 1 

John Sullivan, Foreman 

This mine is located directly above Union No. 2, and is at the 
farthest northeastern point where this vein exists in this State. As 
yet but few men arc working in it, and it has not come under the 
strict provision of the mining law. It is intended to have a large 
development of the "Tyson" here and it is hoped they will succeed 
in opening up a large tract of this valuable coal. Ventilation is by 
natural means, but as soon as the operation warrants, ventilation will 
be installed. 



UNION MINING COMPANY 

Union Mine 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent James Aldon, Foreman 

During the year just enddd Union No. 1, has been one of the best 
places in this region from every point of view. The ventilation has 
been good, work reasonably steady, and conditions generally, all that 
could be expected. This mine is located near where the New Hope 
mine of the Consolidation Coal Company, at the bottom of the '*Y" 
known as Borden, was, and ships its product over the Cumberland and 
Pennsylvania railroad. 

The following is an average inspection during the year. 



Where Measiired ^^^^^ ^*- ^^' ^^ \^^ P®^ 

wnere Measured Air per m. Employes Man 

Intake from the Fan 29,840 140 213 

Heading taken outside Ist right 19,600 

Intake to 1st cross, 1st right 1,400 5 280 

Outlet of first right 5,635 42 134 

Outlet from all places on plane . 3,340 15 223 

Outlet of straight heading 10,640 30 355 

Intake to No. 1 slant and air course 19.240 38 243 



*'0ld Withers Mine,'' or Union No. 1 

This is a large tract of Georges Creek **Big Vein" that has been 
worked but very little. I have made one visit and found nothing but 
a few laborers making preparations to get the property thoroughly 
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cleaned up. It is said to be a tract of about 700 acres and with the 
modern equipment the Union Mining Company is going to put in 
there, it will shortly become one of the large producing mines of the 
region. They will in all probability ship over the Cumberland and 
Pennsylvania railroad, being located along that line on the west side 
of Jennings Run. 



PIEDMONT & GEORGES CREEK COAL COMPANY 

Washington No. 1 

John S. Brophy, General Superintendent 

Martin Condry, Superintendent P. H. Brown, Foreman 



The operation known as Washington No. 1, is located at ** Washing- 
ton Hollow'' a small village between Eckhart and Hoffman, and is 
working the famous Georges Creek **Big Vein" and shipping over 
th6 Eckhart branch of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad. 
This mine was in bad shape as to ventilation during the early part of 
the summer of 1905. It had been previously ventilated by Eckhart 
fan, acting as an exhaust and Hoffman Fan blowing, the result that 
the ** black damp" or ** carbonic acid gas" was kept out enough so 
men could work. When the Consolidation Coal Company began the 
cleaning of Eckhart mine, preparatory to shipping coal, turned Eck- 
hart fan blowing, and the result was that Washington No. 1, being 
between those two fans and being one of the outlets for them, receiv- 
ed the benefit of the ** black damp" accumulating in those old works. 
The management with characteristic enterprise went to work and in- 
stalled a fan of their own, not knowing for a certainty whether it 
would do any good, but it has enabled the company to work most of 
this mine with generally fair conditions as to ventilation. In my 
last report is an extended account of the character of coal being 
mined at Washington No. 1. 



TX7k^^^ ivT^oon,^^^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^j^ p^,, ^ Empl'yes Man 



Intake from Fan No. 2 opening 13,770 40 344 

Outlet near the mouth No. 2 opening 8,280 



In Openings Nos. 1 and 3 the ventilation is by natural means, and is 
always good. 
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Washington No. 2 
Philip Brown Superintendent William Brown Foreman 

Washington No. 2, is what was the ''Old Etna mine" and is locat- 
ed at Eckhart, and ships its coal on the Eckhart branch of the Cumber- 
land and Pennsylvania railroad. The "Big Vein*' is about worked out 
here, and most of the product of this' operation is taken from the 
"Tyson" or "Sewickly". seam. The "Tyson" or upper seam is ven- 
tilated by a blowing fan of the Robinson make. The ventilation is 
always good here. Considerable trouble is had here with water, but 
the new opening and tramroad, beside improving the haulage will also 
serve to drain much of the present work in the "Tyson." The follow- 
ing is an average inspection during the year. 



Wliere Measured Cubic ft. No. of A^per 

Air per m. Employes Man 



Intake from the Fan . . 34,960 

Intake to 5th and 6th south 1st left 4,125 

Inside cut in 13th south 1st left 720 

Intake to 14th south 1st left 7,350 

Intake to 15th south 1st left 2,900 

Intake to 16th south 1st left 3,040 

Intake to 17th south 1st left 3,780 

Outlet of 18th and 19th south 1st left 4,200 

Inside cut from 1st to 2nd lefts, 10th north 6,400 

Inside cut from 8th to 7th north 1,820 

Outlet of 5th north intake to 3rd north 4,050 

Outlet of 1st north 3,600 

Outlet of 2nd right and upper mine 3,150 

Outlet at the mouth of old opening Tyson 20,160 
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Washington No. 3 

M. P. Fahey, Superintendent John Fahey, Foreman 

Washington No. 3, was described at some length in my last report 
and it is hardly necessary to go over the same thing this year. I re- 
ferired to having noticed some "conbustible gas" in one or two head- 
ings in this mine, but I am pleased to state that it seems to have 
beeo in this case nothing but small pots. However too much vigi- 
lence pannot be exercised as a dangerous condition may arise without a 
moments warning. Ebctensive improvements have been made here 
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during the year, consisting of new doors, one dump, of the Phillips 
make, a new weigh-house andi scales, and extension of their railroad 
siding. The output of thib operation has been materially increased 
during the year, from 82,680 tons in 1904 to 108,619 tons in 1905. It 
will in all likelihood surpass that in the future as much of their work 
is still advancing. The haulage is still done by mules, but it will 
slowly become an economic necessity to put in some kind of mechani- 
cal ha ulage, because of the constantly increasing distance between 
the workings and the dump. The ventilation has always been in ex- 
cess of the amount required by law, but there being so much "fast 
shooting" or blasting coal without preparing it, that there is often a 
considerable amount of smoke. They ship over the Cumberland and 
Pennsylvania railroad and are' working the "Lower Kittanning" or 
"Davis" six foot. The following is an average inspection during 
the year. 



xxru^^^ iir^«>o»«^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured Air per m. Empl'yes Man 



Intake from the fan 34,080 

Inside cut in 1st right. 2,750 

Inside cut in 1 J right 7,800 

Inside cut in 2nd right 3,6(K) 

Outlet of 3rd right 2,420 

Outlet of 5th right . 3,210 

Outlet of 6th right and Main heading 2,160 

Outlet of 8th left 1,200 

Outlet of 6th left 2,100 

Outlet of 5th left 5,510 

Outlet of 3rd left 3,200 

Outlet at the mouth of Old Mine 10,560 

Outlet at the mouth of New Opening 12,270 
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H. & W. A. HITCHINS COAL COMPANY 

Borden Mine 
John Malloy, Superitendent and Foreman. 

Borden Mine of the H. & W. A. Hitchins Coal Company is located 
at Borden, on the main line of the Cumberland and Pennsylvaiua rail- 
road and ships its product over that prosperous road. Much advance 
work through old workings has been done here during the past year, 
and it is with commendable grit that this concern continues to push 
this work at such a great expense for the present ; of course later on 
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they will in all probability get returns for the outlay now going on. 
The coal of this character now being mined is spoken of elsewhere 
in this report. There are at present about 70 men employed in and 
around this mine, and 20 of those are inside laborers, exclusive of 
the drivers, who number 6, and 9 outside laborers, making as many 
day hands as miners, therefore the reason for present cost is easily 
explained. The ventilation here is by natural means, and at certain 
times in the year it is not as good as it should be ; though it has 
been materially improved during the year just ended. An inside haul- 
age road is bding driven from the opening above the head of the 
plane; when completed will be of great advantage to the company. 
It will do away with a long outside tramroad and also serve as a 
drainage for their No. 2 mine. It is being driven on a certain 
coarse regardless of old falls or any other obstruction. 



CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY 



Ocean No. 1 



J. G. Brydon, General Superintendent. 

A. E. Reppert, Assistant Superintendent. Hugh G. Smith, Foreman. 



Ocean No 1. in point of output is the second largest mine in the 
State. It is a slope on the east bank of Georges Creek and ships 
over the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad. The mine is in the 
famous "Georges Creek Big Vein" and the coal taken from it is 
said to be highest in quality of that great coal. In the Q X Section 
of the mine a squeeze that had beeti giving some concern for about 
two years, culminated in the partial loss of a large portion of that 
part of the mine. Where about 200 men had been employed there is 
now about 30. The cause may be justly attributed to the most 
careless and indifferent methods heretofore obtaining under this com- 
pany, showing total disregard of cover in the thickness of the pil- 
lars, and the manner in which they were cut. Much of the supposed 
worked out territory of this mine may yet be recovered, and though it 
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will be more expensive to go after the second time, the value of the 

coal is what makes it possible to spend the large sums necessary in its 

recovery. The. throwing of a large number of men into other parts 

of the mine on account of the squeeze mentioned above, had a tendency 

to confuse matters greatly, because miners here had ne<^er b^en accus- 
tomed to be "doubled up'' or working more than two in a place; also 
many headings were started into solid coal in the straight slope and 
** across the sea" some of them being wet and very undesirable gen- 
erally, and as a consequence the lot of mine foremen and under boss- 
es was no * 'grand sweet song." In the new work pillars are bein^ 
left in from 80 to 100 feet in thickness and that was additional reason 
why places were sometimes scarce. Now the mine is beginning to 
resume its normal output and the pillar work is all in fairly good 
shape. It is safe to assume that with the present method of working 
and caring for coal that Ocean Mine No. 1, has a much longer lease 
of life. The haulage here has been and is still a cause of consider- 
able friction, distances from the rope or slope are constantly on the 
increase, and with motors and drivers having to cover more ground, 
it follows as night follows day that the cost of haulage will be great- 
er, for who will say that it does not cost more money to haul coal 
from a heading with rooms 100 feet apart, than from a heading that 
the rooms are no greater distance than 50 feet, and in many rooms al- 
so driven off a parallel heading, 40 or 50 feet away ; which should 
have been the air course and left solid. The ventilation at this mine 
has been as a rule good during the year. In the advance or heading 
work at times, considerable carelessness has been manifest in the mat- 
ter of keeping up brattices, and while I am ai\are that in a large 
operation of this character, and much of the coal partially worked out 
between the ventilation fan and the present workings, making it 
hard to carry the air to the required points in sufficient volume, yet 
when cut-throughs are made, the previous cut-through should at once 
be bratticed, it must eventually be dotie, and why delay, as the ex- 
pense never lessens, but sometimes increases. This fan is one of 
the two largest fans in the region, being 25 feet in diameter and 
throws a large volume of air at a very high pressure into the mine, 
and while there are some brick and cement brattices on the main air- 
way, yet many of the brattices are made of wood and made air-tight 
with clay, which soon drys out as the fan is a blower, and soon the 
brattices are leaking and it only takes a little leak on every brattice 
to make itself felt in the ventilation at the faces. Early in the pres- 
ent year the small fan and fan house that was supposed to ventilate 
the **old lie" burned down, but it was in bad shape and the loss has 
not been materially noticed in the ventilation. A matter worthy of 
note here is the big improvement made in the manway running par- 
allel with the slope. A broad walk has been laid throughout the great- 
er part of it, particularly in the worst places. This manway has ever 
been a source of annoyance and in places was totally unfit for men to 
travel. The taking down of some low timbers and retimbering high- 
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er, has made it much safer. There is at present more machine coal 
being mindd here than for sometime. 

The following is an average inspection during the year : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Air per m. Employes Man 



Intake from fan 132,800 

Intake to new lie 3,240 

Intake to straight heading, old lie 3.360 

Intake to straight sump 2,527 

Intake to all Q. X 10,840 

Intake to 2nd left 2,320 

Intake to : 11 straight slope 17,280 

Outlet of 7th right, straight slope 3,420 

Outlet of 8th right, straight slope 7,695 

Out'et of 9th right, straight slope 3,440 

Intake to main heading, and 11th and 10th 

rights, straight slope 3,465 

Intake to straight heading in dip 10,115 

Outlet in Hawkins heading in dip 7,880 

Intake to Wet heading in dip 5,040 

Intake to Welches slant, across the sea . . 3,520 

Intake to Miller heading, across the sea. . . 4,600 

Intake to. Carney's heading, across the sea 5,320 

Intake to 8th right, across the sea 6,000 

Intake to 9th right, across the sea 5,250 

No reading in 10th or 11th right, across 

the sea 

Intake to lower end of Loar's heading, 

across the sea 7,240 
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Ocean No. 2 

W. H. Walbert,"'Foreman. 

Ocean No. 2 is located at the **01d Consolidation" and is worked 
exclusively for local trade for Frostburg and vicinity. It is in the 
^ * Tyson " or **Sewickly'' seam, and is of very good quality. The 
average height of this coal is about 3i feet; ventilation is by natur- 
al means and is generally good, but few men being employed here, 
the employees burn either * 'sunshine*' or a good quality of oil. There 
is no scale here, the miners loading by the^car. 



N 
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Ocean No. 3, or Hoffman 



Joseph B. Thomas, Foreman. 



Ocean No. 3 or Hoffman is the lowest, or nearest the Georges 
Creek basin of any in the region and as a result, it is the most diffi- 
cult problem in drainage of any in the field ; but it is hoped that ere 
this report is printed the drainage question will be in part solved by 
the completion of the tunnel or "water ditch" being driven from 
Clarysville to the bottom of Hoffman slope, a distar !e of eleven 
thousand, three hundred feet. This water way when ompleted will 
dispense with th'e pumping shaft which is maintained all jost exclusive- 
ly for the pumping of the water that accumulates in th s mine. The 
ventilation here is generally very good, though as sta ed in my last 
report some of the work is about three miles from thc^ fan. There 
is more ** shift" or night and day work here than in any mine in the 
region because of the scarcity of places, and the desire of the com- 
pany to keep all their men employed until such time as they will be 
able to have this property in such shape that they can work all the 
men on day turn. Much of this work was in a rather dangerous con- 
dition because of the fact, that the output was kept up at the expense 
of the property. This is the longest slope of any coal mine in the 
country, being nearly one and one half miles in length. A very dan- 
gerous practice is indiscriminately followed by officials and employ- 
ees, that is of riding up and down this long slope. Very little atten- 
tion is paid to the manway on this slope for that reason. It is true it 
is a long distance to walk, but it is infinitely better to walk than to 
take the risk of losing their lives by riding either up or down 
this slope. The new mine, as it is called, is opened just back of the 
engine room, that hauls the coal up from the bottom of the siope, 
and is in the old workings of former days, and in the crop coal. The 
prospects are good for some time to come here, as they are constantly 
recovering coal that was thought to he lost, or unfit for shipment. 
About 60 men work in this mine, and conditions are always good as to 
ventilation. The following readings were taken at a recent visit. 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No of Air per 

^lY pQY ji^^ Emplyes Man 



Intake at the mouth ' 'New Mine' ' 12,482 62 201 

Outlets at two air-holes, '*New Mine,*' .... 15,750 
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* 
to a fiheet iron pipe, 10 inches in diameter and returns out the tunnel. 

Large quantities of ''black damp" or "carbonic acid gas" is released 
from the decayed matter in the old work, traversed by this tunnel, 
and it is necessary to keep the ventilation close to the face, in order 
to enable the men to work. Eckhart mine is ventilated by a blow- 
ing fan, 20 feet in diameter, and so far the ventilation has been very 
good. They will ship over the Eckhart branch of the Cumberland 
and Pennsylvania railroad, and will give a new lease of life to that 
thriving mining town. 



Ocean No* 7 or "Klondyke 



>> 



Jonathan Jenkins, Foreman. 



During the year just ended this mine has surpassed all previous re- 
cords in output, without any more advance development than before. 
In 1904, 821,940 tons was the output and in 1905 the output amounted 
to 1,024,859 tons making a net gain of 202,919 tons. The labor of 
managing and directing the machinery necessary to the putting of 
this amount of coal on the railroad cars is a stupendous task for the 
management of this operation. It is true thai there are six sub-fore- 
men or section bosses, but the complex duties devolving on the men in 
charge are very numerous. The ventilation here is generally all that 
could be desired, of course excepting machine-driven places where the 
**dust'* from the ** puncher" and smoke from the blasting of the coal, 
makes it often disagreeable, no matter how much air may be circulat- 
ing in the heading where machines are used. If 100 feet per man 
per minute is needed where there is no machine work done, (and I 
think that much necessary to keep a heading in healthful condition) 
then 300 feet is needed where machines are used or blasting is done 
to any great extent. This operation employs about 835 ntiiners, 48 
drivers, 133 inside laborers and 94 outside laborers, making a total 
employed in and about the mine of 1,110. There is a branch road 
from the Carlos branch of the Cumberland and Pennsyb^ania railroad 
that leads to the mines and upon which the coal is shipped. The new 
mine has been generally in good condition during the past year. The 
manway in the slope has not been in as good condition as it should 
have been for sometime and I trust that before this is printed th-at it 
will be walkable, in places it is very bad and the great risks that 
some reckless miners take in walking the slopes or haulage-roads is 
frequently justified in their opinion by the condition of the manway. 
I know that one experiment after another has been tried in order to 
determine which would be the best method of keeping a dry road, auch 
as breaking stone small and cleaning out everything down to the pav«^ 
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ment, but without success. A narrow boardwalk is in my opinion the 
only remedy that can be kept up for the men and the expense of this 
is infinitesimal compared to the ^reat comfort the employees will derive 
by having a dry road to walk to and from their work. This has been 
started and it is hoped it will be completed without delay. The out- 
put here is around 4,000 tons per day and is the largest in the region 
and perhaps in the country. 

The following is an average inspection during the year : 



Where Measured 



Cubic ft. No. of Air per 
Air perm. Empl'yes Man 



Intake from the large fan, arch mine 

Intake to 2nd right, 1st cross, New Slope 
Intake to 2nd left, 1st cross, new slope . 
Intake to 2nd left 3rd cross, new slope. . . 
Intake to 3rd right, 1st cross new slope. 
Intake to 3rd right straight, new slope. . . 
Intake to 3rd left, 1st crosa, new slope. . . 
Outlet of 3rd Itsft, 3rd cross, new slope. . . 
Intake to 4th right, 1st cross, new slope. 
Outlet of 4th right straight, new slope . . . 
Intake to 4th left, 1st cross, new slope . . . 
Intake to 4th left, straight, new slope. . . 
Intake to 5th right, 1st cross, new slope. 
Outlet of 5th right straight, new slope. . . 

Intake to 5th left straight, new slope 

Intake to 2nd right, 1st cross, middle slope 

Intake to 3rd right, 1st cross. 

Intake to 3rd right strilight. 

Intake to 4th right, 1st cross. 

Intake to 4th right, 2nd cross. 

Intake to 4th right straight. 

Intake to 2nd right, 1st cross, old slope. . 

Intake to 3rd right Ist cross, 

Intake ta 4th right, 1st cross. 

Intake from the small fan, new mine 

Intake to straight heading, new mine 

Intake to 1st right, new mine 

Intake to right and left top of plane new 

mine 

Intake to back scuttle, new mine 

Outlet of 1st left, Ist cross, new slope .... 
Inside cut in Main heading "Tyson'' 
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Ocean No. 8 

Charles Leatham, Foreman. 

This mine is located at Midland on the west bank of Georges 
Creek, and is* in the big vein bearing that name. It is close to the 
outlet of the "water ditch"' that drains Ocean No. 7, and parts of 
Ocean No. 1,'and also serves as a drainage for No. 8. The ventila- 
tion during the past year has not been up to the standard. This mine 
being ventilated by the fan at Ocean No. 1, Q. X. in No. 1 is terri- 
tory adjacent' to No. 8, and the ventilation for No. 8, had to first 
pass over this territory. When the squeeze was going on in No. 1, it 
obstructed air courses, smashed down brattices and generally demoral- 
ized the condition in that section. Early in the year the 16 foot fan 
at Ocean No. 1 was destroyed by fire ; some time after the fan and fan 
house was rebuilt at Ocean No. 8, for the purpose of ventilating this 
mine. 

On account of being unable to get water here to run their en- 
gine, and of some hitch with the water company, the fan was not put 
in operation until early in the present year. Since that time the ven- 
tilation has been all right. This is an inspection since the fan was 
put in operation: 



\Kn>^^ i^^«„„^^j Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^.^ p^^ ^ Employes Man 



Intake from the fan 34,505 

Intake to Ist left 6,060 

Intake to 2nd left 6,780 

Outlet near the mouth 18,360 
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Ocean No, 8, Tyson. 
Charles Leatham, Foreman. 

Almost directly above No. 8 big vein. No. 8 "Tyson" has been 
opened. This seam is from 90 to 110 feet above the "big vein*' and 
is coal of a very high quality. At this point as yet it has not as- 
sumed its normal height, being from 34 to 36 inches, while generally 
at this end of the region it ranges about 3} feet. A large area of 
this coal is there, 300 acres or more, and its development is a CiQUse 
of satisfaction to all the people of this locality. A fan and fan hotise 
is in progress of erection at this time, and before this is printed will 
be driving plenty of fresh air to the miners working in Tyson No. 8. 
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A very steep incline plane lowers the mine cars to the dump where 
the coal is dumped on the same siding as No. 8 "big vein" uses. 



Pumping Shaft Tyson 

The lower "Tyson" or Sewickly seam is being worked from the 
pumping shaft ; it is used exclusively for boiler use at the pumping 
station. About five or 6 miners work here and conditions are gener- 
ally good. |While the coal here is good in quality it does not show the 
thickness of the "upper Tyson." Ventilation is from the pumping 
shaft, being one of the returns of Hoffman fan. 



Ocean No. 9, Tyson 
Joseph Radcliff, Foreman. 

Ocean No. 9, is in the "Tyson" seam about 100 feet above the 
"big vein" and is a coal that has a great future, in the upper end of 
the region. There are* three openings here, and coal is being shipped 
from two of them ; the other being used to coal the locomotives on 
the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad. "C" opening, or No. 3, 
has been in a very serious fault for some time, but at present it has 
three and one half feet of very good coal. Ventilation is by an ex- 
haust fan and is at all times very good. This inspection shows the 
condition of the ventilation. 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

^^^p^j,^ Employes Man 

Inside cut in 1st left C opening 4,200 

Inside cut in 1st right B opening 5,040 

Inside cut in Main heading, B opening 6,000 

Inside cut in Main heading, A opening 8,970 

Return to the fan 10,260 

General condition^of roads good, drainage not so good. 



BARTON & GEORGES CREEK VALLEY COAL COMPANY 

Carlos Mine 

A. E. Hitchins, Superintendent. 

H. C. Hitchins and Robert Duncan, Foremen. 

The mines of this company are located at Carlos, a mining town at 
the terminus of the Carlos branch of the Cumberland and Pennsyl- 
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yania railroad, over which they ship. This company is always en- 
deavoring to go farther than the expressed letter of the law and to 
make conditions in their mines healthful and safe. The system em- 
ployed here in pillaring the "big vein" is being generally adopted by 
other companies throughout the region, for I can safely assert with- 
out fear of successful contradiction that more coal per acre, has been 
marketed from these operations than from most other mines in the re- 
gion working the "big vein." The slope is where most of the work 
is being done at present. Duriilg the past year an additional power- 
house and engine room has been built, the power used being electri- 
city. Two Centrifugal pumps, and one plunger pump have been put 
in the mine to pump the water, which has been giving the manage- 
ment a considerable amount of trouble. This power house and pumps 
are more minutely described in a separate article. The Hill mine is 
being rapidly worked out. Ventilation in this mine has been none of 
the best, it being but natural ventilation and at certain seasons of the 
year was greatly bothered with "black damp, " though everything 
consistent with the character of the mine was being done to relieve 
the case. 

During the year work has been resumed in what is called the "old 
mine" or No. 1 opening, this is ventilated by means of holes made 
to the surface, and is generally good. 

An inspection of the slope follows : 



\XTV>^^^ i^^oo.,^^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^^^ p^,. ^ Empl'yes Mar 



Intake from the fan 34,066 

Intake to 10 or upper heading 4,920 

Intake to Conrad s headine 6,790 

Intake to 2nd right 12,920 

Outlet of Ist right ... 3,430 

Outlet at the mouth of slope 17,405 



General conditions of roads and drainage good. 
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HANSEL COAL COMPANY 

The Hansel mine is in the "big vein" and is being worked exclus- 
ively for fire coal. This coal is adjoining the old Frost mine and is 
of very good^quality. About five men are gerlerally employed and 
conditions are good. 
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M'CULLOUGH RALLINGS COAL COMPANY. 

Martin Hartig, Foreman. 

This mine has been recently opened and is supplying a large part 
of the domestic fuel for Frostburg and vicinity. It is also in the 
**big vein" and situated close to the outcropping of the '*old Consoli- 
dation" a.id **Blen Avon" mines; 6 or 7 men have been working here 
and on my visit I found conditions good. 

JOHN CLISE, FIRE COAL MINE 

This mine is worked for domestic fuel and is in coal owned by the 
Georges Creek Coal and Iron Company, formerly worked by Hitchins 
Bros., of Frostburg. It is located at Miller Mines and is also in 
the **big vein." Midland gets a large part of its domestic coal from 
this place, though it is all crop coal, but generally of fair quality. 
Two to four men are usually employed here. 

GEORGES CREEK COAL AND IRON COMPANY. 

No. 1 OR Engineside 

R. L. Somerville, General Superintendent. 

John F. Somerville, Assistant Superintendent. R. T. Spear, Foreman. 

"Engineside" and No. 1 are located about three-fourths of a mile 
from Lonaconing on the west bank of Georges Creek. No. 1 is about 
worked out, but ** Engineside" will work for many years to come. 
The haulage system used here is a double tail rope system, with sta- 
tionary engine. Engine outside the mine. The engine is supplied 
with steam by a 150 horse power boiler. The ventilation here is as a 
rule very good and at no time during the year, on the occasion of 
my visits have I seen cause for complaint. The following is an aver- 
age inspection during the year : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

^jj, p^j. ^ gj^pj,y^g Man 

Intake at the mouth 29,680 

Intake to Cutter heading 5,040 

Intake to 2nd right 2,180 

Intake to Fleming heading 3,620 

Intake to Peebles heading 2,430 

Intake tu Upper heading 2,440 

Return to Fan 32,420 
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No. 16 AND 17 Tyson 

Douglas Somerville, Foreman. 

This operation has contended with a serious fault for some time, 
but it is believed they are now through it. The mine has hardly at 
any time the required number of men to bring it under the provisions 
of the mining law. This mine was described at some length in my 
last report. 

On this current all of the men work. 



ii7u^.^ iur^.<»,»^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured Air per m. Employes Man 



Return to Furnace 2,520 12 210 



Pine Hnx. or No. 3 

John Boyd, Foreman. 

The general condition of Pine Hill is at all times good. It is true 
that it is not very extensive any more, but if it [were not watched 
carefully it would soon be apparent in its condition. The ventilation 
is by natural means and is always good. About 35 men are employed 
here, some of whom work at night turn. This shows the condition of 
the mine as to ventilation. 



Where Measured ^^^/^^ ^^,<>^^ Air^per 



Intake at the mouth 12,160 * 22 553 

Outlet at air shaft 11,220 

General condition of roads and drainage good. 

Mine No 12 

John Boyd, Foreman. 

This operation is in a piece of coal on the hill adjoiningT* * Pine 
Hiir' and is shipping over the Georges Creek and Cumberland Rail- 
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road. Early in the past year the ventilation was not what it should 
have been here and when a sudden demand for coal made it necessary 
to employ more men, raising the number from 6 to 35 or 40, the ven- 
tilation was found bad, there being no outlet. The management went 
to work and after a time an air hole was driven out the left side bet- 
tering the case, though not enough. Now they have air holes out both 
sides and the ventilation is good. 

Roads and drainage in good condition. 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Air per m. Empl'yes Man 



Intake at the mouth. 20,800 48 433 

No. 9 OR Columbia 

« 

John Boyd, Foreman. 

This mine is located at Gilmore, and ships over the Georges Creek 
and Cumberland Railroad. It is always in a safe and healthful con- 
dition, due to the same care and diligence exercised at ''Pine Hill." 
The ventilation is by natural means and at all times in the year is 
good. There is one thing that operates to the advantage of these 
mines that assists the natural ventilation greatly. There is a great 
difference in temperature between the mine mouth and the back work- 
ings : once they get an air hole out, the air works at all seasons of the 
year, when the temperature out is colder than that in, the air ascends 
to the air hole, when warmer in than out, the air turns and flows out 
the mine mouth, thus securing good- ventilation. This reading indi- 
cates the conditions as generally found by me : 



Where Measured J^-%\ ^SpVyes ^S^ 

^ ' ' -■ ■ ^^^^^■^— ^^^^— ^^^^^"^ ^ ■ '■ ■■■■■■ ■■ !■ ■■! ■ ■ ^ ■ , I, ^-^M^i— W— "W^— W 

Intake at the mouth 11,240 21 535 



General condition of roads and drainage good. 

Mine No. 10 

John Boyd, Foreman. 

This operation was starting around the same hill that Columbia is, 
but on the other side. It advanced to a point where it was no longer 
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feasible to proceed, and are now drawing all the good coal out and 
coming back. There is only 3 men and 1 driver here, and they ship 
over the same dump as Columbia. Conditions good. 



Franklih. or Dirty Nine Foot Mine 

The ** Franklin" or ''dirty nine foot" coal as it is locally named is 
being developed by this company just back of the Somerville resi- 
dence, within the corporate limits of the town of Lonaconing. At 
present it is being mined solely for domestic use, but if it continues 
to improve as they get under heavier cover and it is expected and 
hoped that it will, we may see a large developn.ent of this coal in 
the near future around Lonaconing. Large areas of this seam can be 
reached by drift here, and we trust that this pioneer movement may 
result in bringing to the attention of Lonaconing another of its inex- 
haustable resources in coal. But three or four men are working now, 
but the general satisfaction this coal is giving as a domestic fuel will 
require the employment of many more men. 

coromandel coal company. 

Big Vein Mine 
William Thompson, Foreman. 

The "big vein" mine of the Coromandel Coal Company is situated 
on the East branch of the Georges Creek and Cumberland railroad and 
ships over that line. In the fall of 1905 this operation resumed work 
after a lapse of some years in idleness. It is believed that quite a 
large amount of coal will be gotten out of this mine, as the meth- 
ods being pursued in going after abandoned coal, have been revolu- 
tionized in the last few years, but few men can be worked here, be- 
cause the work must necessarily be confined to narrow limits. The 
"Tyson" seam is also being opened here and it is thought that quite 
a large amount of this valuable coal will be found. The ventilation 
is generally rather poor. 

NEW CENTRAL COAL COMPANY 

Koontz Mine (Big Vein) 

Duncan Sinclair, General Superintendent. 
William Thompson, Foieman. 

During the past year Koontz mine has been in better shape as to 
ventilation and general safety than it had been during my term of 
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office. The ventijation is furnished by a twenty foot fan and in gen- 
eral is good. This mine it is true is working some of the coal that 
was thought to be lost when companies working in this region did not 
appreciate the economic value of good ventilation. For that reason 
air courses cannot be maintained as they could if the work was in sol- 
id coal. The thick covering over the coal at this point, and the fact 
that they are surrounded by old work, the Consolidation on the one 
side, and Georges Creek Coal and Iron Company 'on the other, makes 
the work of keeping back the "black damp" here no small matter. 
The haulage is by ''tail rope "and stationary engine, located outside 
on the mkin heading, gathering being done by horses and mules on the 
inside. They ship on the Georges Creek « and Cumberland Railroad, 
having a short line from the west branch of this road up to their mine. 
Drainage is generally good; roads in fairly good condition. 
This is an average reading of the fan at "big vein." 



Where Measured Ai?per m. EmpVyes ^Mm"" 



Intake from the Fan 49,240 52 947 

Outlet at the mouth 51,620 



The miners do not get all the air this reading shows, because of the 
cut up character of the work, but they get enough to keep the mine 
in a good healthful condition. 



Tyson Mine or Koontz No. 2 

Duncan Sinclair, General Superintendent. 
William Thompson, Foreman. 

• 
At this company's "Tyson" mine is probably the best seam in the 
upper end of the region in this coal. It averages three and a half 
feet, sometimes reaching over 4 feet. Generally this mine is in very 
good condition as to ventilation and safety, but at times I have noticed 
some carelessness in allowing air courses to partially fall in. This is 
in part due to the fact that it is affected by the falls from the big 
vein, where pillaring is being doue. The haulage here is also by stat- 
ionary engine and ' ' tail rope, ' ' gathering being done by small mules 
on the inside. 
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The following is an average inspection during the year: 



wk^^^ jui^^^.^A Cubic ft. No. of Airper 

Where Measured ^j^. p^^ ^ Empl'^^es Man 



Intake from the fan, Tyson 16,250 

Outlet of straight heading 3,420 

Outlet of 1st right heading, 2,975 

Outlet of 2nd right heading 1,860 

No reading up straight 

Outlet near the mouth ' 15,540 

Condition of roads and drainage very good. 

BRADDOCK COAL COMPANY. 

Pine City Mine 

F. C. Harwood, Superintendent. Joseph Cutter, Foreman. 

This operation has been idle since June 1905. I made but one visit 
there and conditions were none of the best then. Here is the rope- 
and-bucket conveyor that was described at some length in my last re- 
port. 

* 

WACHOVIA COAL COMPANY. 

Charles E. Davis, Superintendent and Foreman. 

This mine is in the **Montell Tunnel" driven years ago and ships 
over the Cumberland and Georges Creek Railroad. It is generally 
in fair condition. They are now driving a heading through the moun- 
tain, and when they have that done they will be able to mil i their 
coal more economically, and provide a much better means of ventila- 
tion. At most visits to this mine I found less than ten men w )rking. 
The seam worked is the lower Kittanning or *' Davis Six Foot. ' 

MARYLAND COAL COMPANY. 
Appleton Mine 
Frank E. Brackett, Supei^intendent. William Dodds, Foreman. 

Appleton mine of the Maryland Coal Company is located to the west 
of Lonaconing and ships on the west branch of the Georges Greek and 
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Cumberland railroad. It is one of a group of large mines this com- 
pany have had in this same hill. I have quite a lengthy description of 
this operation in my first report. The haulage is all by gravity, an in- 
side plane lowering the cars, that are gathered from right and left head- 
ings by horses, to the mouth of the mine, from whence they are convey- 
ed by a locomotive on a tramway to the dump. The ventilation is by 
an exhaust fan which furnishes plenty of air. A partial observance 
of the cut-through law was had here during the past year. This is an 
average inspection of the mine for the year. 



Where Measured J^^^. ES."pV?es "1!.^ 

1 

Combined Intakes of Manway and Haulage 48,400 120 403 

Intake to 2nd right •. 2,160 6 360 

Intake to 3rd right 4,620 27 171 

Intake to 3rd left 3,220 24 134 

Intake to 2nd left 4,050 34 119 

Outletof Istleft... : 1,450 9 161 

Return to Fan 59,572 



General condition of roads and drainage good. 

Tyson No. 1 
William Dodds, Foreman. 

The '*Tyson'' has been opened and will no doubt be rapidly devel- 
oped here. So far it proves to be one of the best mines in this region 
that is attacking this seam. The coal is of good quality and ranging 
from 3 J to 4 feet in height. There are three openings made, one for 
haulage, another for manway and another for intake from the fan, the 
latter intersects the manway, a couple of hundred feet from the in- 
take. The ventilation is by force or blowing fan of the Capell make 
and is doing good work. This seam being so close to the surface 
much trouble is experienced in the wet seasons from water. The 
mine is opened directly above the dump or old **Kingsland*' opening. 
A very steep gravity plane is the means of lowering the cars to the 
dump. They seem to be going at this operation in a very practical 
and business-like way, and it means much to the town of Lonaconing 
and the communitv in general how they succeed in their undertaking. 
The penetration and mining of this seam is no new experience in this re- 
gion. It has been amply demonstrated that it can be worked profit- 
ably and successfully at many points and there is no reason why that 
should not be done here. 
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Patton Mine 

August Ricker, Foreman. 

The Patton mine of the Maryland Coal Company is located about one 
mile west of Lonaconing and ships on the Georges Creek and Cumber- 
land railroad. The mine at present employes about 40 miners, and 
they are working in very narrow limits. The ventilation is at all 
times good, the fan being kept runnmg very slowly. The haulage 
is by tail rope and stationary engine, with horses to do the gathering. 
At no mine in the region is there more general satisfaction than here. 

The following is the average air readings taken : 



\xTu^^^ lur^oc,,^^^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^^^ p^^. ^ Employes Mar 



Intake from the fan 28,500 40 712 

Outlet at the mouth 19,950 

General condition of roads and drainage good. 

AMERICAN COAL COMPANY. 

Jackson Mines 

Isaac Bradbum, Sr., Superintendent. 

John Peel, Sr., Foreman Robert Gunning, Foreman. 

This company operates quite a large number of mines in the "big 
vein. * * They have extended their tramroad around to Nos. 16 and 
17, upon the hillside, above " Coney hollow. " They are located on 
the eastern side of the hill from Lonaconing, running east and west 
from the dump. No 5. is the most important of these openings, 
where a stationary engine is locatpd and the haulage is done by that 
power. This mine will lasc for some time yet, due to the care with 
which they have recently begun to mine their coal. In addition to 
these workings are 1, 14J, 15, 16, and 17, all working **big vein" and 
saving large amounts of coal that was formerly given up as lost. |The 
haulage here is done by horses in the mines, and by a locomotive on 
the tramway, making a very economical method of conveyance to the 
dump. Ventilation is always good at these mines. At the station- 
ary or No. 5, is a model mine repair shop, a description of which ap- 
peared in my last report. 
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This is the condition of the ventilation during the year at No 5 ; 
all the other places being ventilated by holes made to the surface. 



Tjrrv,^^^ lur^oa.,*../^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^j^. p^^ ^ Empl'yes Man 



Intake frona fan 28,320 30 944 

Outlet at the mouth 29,600 



General condition of roads and drainage good. 

Tyson Mine 
John Peel, Sr., Foreman. 

The "Tyson" at this place has improved materially in character of 
coal. It was for a time thought that this mine would prove unprofit- 
able, but it has been looking more encouraging all the time. The 
ventilation here has for the past year been very poor, depending al- 
together on natural means to ventilate a seam as small as this and 
when openings are so close together, and about on the same level. 
This operation is reached by a back switch from the main tramroad. 

WaYNESBUBG or KOONTZ, NoS. 1 AND 2 

Robert Gunning, Foreman. 

This mine is now drawing pillars and conditions are generally very 
good. It|is true that they have to depend on natural ventilation here, 
but they have an air hole through the mountain that at all times in- 
sures a measure of ventilation. During the year another opening in 
this "Koontz" or "Waynesburg" seam has been made with a very 
good quality of coal. This is the only place in the State where this 
coal is being mined as yet. It occurs in the ''Dunkard" formation, 
which is the highest containing coal measures. 

This is the condition of the ventilation at these mines. 



Where MeMiired ^^^^^ ^*- ^^' ^^ ^^^ P®^ 

Where Measured Air perm. Employes Man 

Intake at the mouth of No. 1 10,800 18 600 

Outlet at the air-shaft 11,200 
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Caledonia Mine 

David Williamson, Mine Foreman. 



This operation is located at Barton and ships over the Cumberland 
and Pennsylvania Railroad. It is working **Big Vein" and**Tyson;" 
six openings are in the **B\g Vein" and four in the "Tyson." Of 
the **Big Vein" they are working over a large territory and though it 
was said to be done some years ago, yet it will be some years to come 
before all of the *'big vein" at Caledonia is worked out. The * 'Ty- 
son" comprises splendid openings and with the best **Tyson" in the 
region — height ranging from five to seven feet and conditions general- 
ly good, it has become one of the most desirable places in the region 
in which to work. It is worthy of note here that at these mines 
when they were working some crop coal that they were the first in 
the region to make air holes in order to come near to conforming with 
the law. I do not mean air holes as they are generally made, one 
for a mine, but running a place out every 150 to 200 feet. This, 
where mechanical ventilation would not pay is the next best thing, 
and it keeps working places in a good healthful condition at a very 
slight cost to the company. It is intended to greatly increase their 
output by developing some of the lower seams of coal having a large 
area of them, and in good shape for developing. 

The following is the average readings taken in **Tyson" mine 
during the year: 



\in,««^ Tv>r^«»«^«^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^^^ p^^ ^ Empires Mah 



Intake to No. 2 mine, Tyson 8,640 

Intake to No. 1 mine, Tyson 7,260 

Intake at mouth of No. 3 mine, Tyson 4,200 

Return to air shaft, No. 3 mine, Tyson . . 3,620 

Intake to opening, left side No. 4 mine . . 6,716 

Outlet at opening, right side, No. 4 mine. . 5,430 



40 


216 


20 


210 


16 


407 



General condition of roads and drainage good. 

I must congratulate the miners of these operations, especially in 

the **Big Vein" for the careful and efficient manner in which they do 
their timbering. 
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MOSCOW AND GEORGES CREEK COAL COMPANY. 

Moscow NOS. 2 AND 3 

W. A. Somerville, General Superintendent. 

William Askey, Foreman. 

Moscow Nos. 2 and 3 are located between Moscow and Barton and 
ship on the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad. No. 2 is in the 
"Big Vein" and like others who are going afjer this famous coal that 
was abandoned, are reaching it by a series of openings at a place 
where they are able to penetrate the hill and reach some of the old 
stumps and pillars that indifferent mining left there. They are get- 
ting' some coal here and expect to get a great deal more. It is reach- 
ed by two long incline planes, and tramroads right and left from the 
head of the upper plane. Ventilation is at most times good here, as 
a hole can be made to the surface at a very small cost. No. 3 on 
the same side of Georges Creek (the west side) is in the ''Bakers- 
town" or Barton 4 foot, and is the closest operation in this seam to 
where it goes under the Creek at Pekin. It is a drift mine and ships 
over the same dumps as No. 3. The ventilation here at certain seas- 
ons is not very good, that is when the temperature outside is about 
the same as that inside, natural ventilation, being about all there 
is here: While it is true a small furnace is at one of the openings, up- 
on most of my visits I found no fire there. The general condition of 
roads and drainage is only fair. 

Moscow No. 1 on the east bank of Georges Creek is also in the 
Barton 4 foot, but is not being operated at present. 

PIEDMONT MINING COMPANY. 
Pekin Mine 

George P. King, superintendent, resigned. 

J. J. Dobbie superintendent. . William Morgan, Foreman. 

This mine is about as described at some length in a previous report. 
The ventilation is generally good, though it is by natural means. 
Many improvements have been made at this operation during the 
year, the mo3t important being the opening to No. 4 mine and the tram- 
road leading to that mine. The company still ships over the Cum- 
berland and Pennsylvania railroad, and the seam they are working is 
the Big Vein. 

Moscow Mine 
J. J. Dobbie, Superintendent. Charles Bowden, Foreman. 

The Moscow mine of the Piedmont Mining Company is mining the 
Big Vein and having three openings will work for some time. The 
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conditions here are much the same as at Pekin mine as to ventilation 
and general safety. Every precaution is taken to procure all the coal 
at both these operations consistent with safety. This mine also ships 
over the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad. The general condi- 
tion of roads and drainage here is good. 

CHAPMAN COAL MINING COMPANY. 
SwANTON Mine 
Edward Clark, Superintendent and Foreman. 

This company is operating at Barton, on the maih line of the Cum- 
berland and Pensylvania, over which road they ship. The Tyson at 
this place, and in fact from here south, ranges from five to seven 
feet in height and is a splendid coal. This mine is now doing some 
pillaring in their No. 1 opening and have made a long tramroad and 
two other openings round the hill. The coal here is a long distance 
from the dump and the haulage cost is no doubt high. There is still 
a considerable quantity of this valuable coal here, and it is hoped 
they will succeed in reaching all of it. Barton four-foot vein is lo- 
cated nearly at the foot of the hill and is also a drift mine. The 
ventilation at this operation is often not very good, though it always 
happened to be fairly good the days I visited the mine. It might be 
much worse some other days, being natural ventilation. I have recom- 
mended that artificial ventilation be put in here as they are about 
beyond the reach of their present ventilating system which is an air 
hole or heading driven out the side of the hill. 

The following is about the condition of both mines during the year : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No of Air per 

TTitc^xc xTxcaouA^^ ^jj. p^j. j^ Empryes Man ^ 



Intake to all Tyson 6,420 30 214 

Outlet at air-shaft, Tyson 7,200 

Intake at the mouth of Barton 4-foot 3,780 20 189 

Outlet at Butchers Run air hole, *' 4,600 

General conditions of roads and drainage rather poor. 

FROSTBURG COAL COMPANY. 
'^Ginseng*' Mine 

Michael Daily, Superintendent and Foreman. 

This mine is in the *' Upper Freeport" or ** Thomas Coal," is lo- 
cated at Reynolds, and ships on the Cumberland and Pennsylvania 
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dition was due to that fact. 

The followinfi: is an average inspection during: the year: 



Where Measured Cubic ft No of Air per 

»^c;aoux«^ ^jj. pgj, ^ Empl'yes Man 



Intake at the fan, No. 1 mine 28,400 

Inside cut in 2nd left. No. 1 mine 6,300 

Inside cut, 4th. and 5th lefts, No. 1 mine. . 2.460 

Inside cut from 6th to 7th lefts. No. 1 mine 1,170 

Inside cut from 8th to 9th lefts, No. 1 mine 2,400 

Outlet of 4th left. No. 3 mine 2,850 

Outlet of 5th left. No. 3 mine ' 1,004 

Outlet at the mouth of No. 1 mine 21,200 

Return to air shaft. No. 4 mine 3,500 12 292 
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General condition of roads and drainage fair. 

MORRISON LAND COMPANY. 

William Harvey, Contractor. 

The Morrison mine, in the "Upper Freeport" or "Thomas Seam," 
is operated exclusively for the Westernport Electric Railroad. It is 
generally in fair condition. The work is done by contract, and the 
few men who work here are about as well off as any where in the 
region. Its greatest merit is that the work is steady, because it fur- 
nishes the coal that generates the power for one of the best trolley 
lines in the county. 



PHOENIX AND GEORGES CREEK COAL MINING COMPANY. 

Phcenix Mine, Big Vein 
John Rankin, Superintendent. A. Davidson, Foreman. 

This is another of the mines operating in the Big Vein, in coal that 
was thought to be worked out years ago, and that is now and will 
for years to come be giving employment to many men. The opera- 
tion has a series of openings made along tramways and the coal is 
hauled by horses and mules to the head of a long inclined plane, and 
from there lowered to the dump where it is shipped on the Cumber- 
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land and Pennsylvania Railroad. Two new openings have been made 
during the past year in 'the Big Vein, and other improvements of 
importance instituted. Pillars and stumps are mostly what are being 
worked here, and with decided success. The Barton four-foot seam 
is also being successfully worked here. This seam is very important 
from a commercial standpoint, and will in the near future be more 
generally, developed. It has as a rule a good smooth bottom and is 
blasted in most places with entire success, with very little mining or 
undercutting. If the ventilation can be kept sufficient to carry off the 
powder smoke thus made, the work is very light and enables the min- 
er to make fair wages. 

This is an average inspection during the year: 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No of Air per 

^lYpQY^^ Empl yes Man 



Intake at mouth, Barton 4-foot 6,090 20 304 

Outlet of 1st. right. Barton 4-foot 3,185 9 354 

Outlet of 2nd right. Barton 4-foot . . . .• 2,310 4 577 

Inside cut in main heading Barton 4-foot . . 2,985 7 421 

Return to furnace, Bartoo 4- foot . . . : 8,370 



General condition of roads and diainage fair in the Big Vein; 
drainage poor in the Four-Foot. 

CUMBERLAND-GEORGES CREEK COAL COMPANY. 

Penn Mine 
J. L. Connard Superintendent and Foreman. 

The Penn mine of the Cumberland-Georges Creek Coal Company 
is located north of Phoenix and about 14 miles from Westernport, and 
ships on the Cumberland and Pennsylvnaia railroad. This is another 
operation in the **Bakerstown" or ** Barton" four-foot coal and is 
worked in the room and pillar system. The ventilation at this mine 
has always been poor, never meeting the law's requirements. They 
are now working all about the front of the hill and when this gives 
out they must put in ventilating apparatus, for it must eventually 
be done if they continue to ship coal. It would be economy to do it 
now and have their work as far advanced as they were able to make 
it. Some little improvements have been noticed in the roads and 
drainage here. The dump is one of the finest in the region. The 
company is still prospecting for the ** Davis six foot" or ** Lower 
Kittaning" but so far have met with very little success. 
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PIEDMONT-CUMBERLAND COAL COMPANY 

Hampshire Mine 

James McDonald, Superintendent and Foreman. 

Hampshire mine, of the Piedmont-Cumberland Coal Company, is 
working the "Lower Kittanning" seam, at Westemport, and ships 
over the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad. This operation 
has improved some during the past year, because it has been operated 
a little more steadily, but much more can be done, as in most other 
operations. The ventilation has improved very much, because a lit- 
tle more attention is being paid to it. It is necessary to have large 
volumes of air traveling in mines where "fast shooting" or blasting 
out of the solid is the rule, and shooting done at any time during 
the day. The "Marsh gas" or "Carburetted Hydrogen gas" noted 
in 2n(i left heading is still present. The heading has not been work- 
ed during the year. 

The following is an average inspection. 



45 


653 


20 


301 


9 


750 


15 


288 



Txn,^^^ iiir«„„„^^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^j^ p^^. ^ Empl'yes Man 



Intake from the Fan 29,380 

Intake to Main heading and 5th right 6,030 

Inside cut from 3rd to 4th rights — 6,750 

Inside cut in 2nd right 4,320 

Outlet at the mouth 14, 070 



General condition of roads and drainage fair. 

DAVIS COAL AND COKE COMPANY. 
No. 17 OR Buxton Mine 
O. Tibbets, Superintendent. Robert Grant, Foreman. 

This operation is in the "Lower Kittanning" or "Davis six foot" 
and is among the best mines in our State. The haulage system was 
described at some length in my last report. During the year the cir- 
cuit, or rope haulage-way has been extended to make another square 
or rather circle and will later on increase the present capacity of the 
mine. The left side of the mine being practically abandoned for the 
present, a change is being made in the process of ventilation, that 
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when all improvements needed in the change are made, will be of 
Cn^eat benefit to the ventilation. At no time during the past year has 
the mine got below the lawful standard, but because of the great 
amount of blasting being done here, as in all mines working this seam. 
I have often seen headings with a considerable amount of smoke, as 
100 feet per man per minute, will not carry off the smoke from in- 
. discriminate blasting. One of the fans is now an exhaust, the other 
a ''blower." 

This is an average condition during the year : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Ai>per 

*vxx^c;xfx^cftDiu«u Air per m. Empl'yes Man 



Intake from the fan, right side 20,250 

Intake to Ist right, right side 8,215 

Inside cut in 2nd right, right side 5,400 

Outlet of 3rd right, right side . ^. 3,140 

Outlet of 4th right, old circuit 5,040 

Outlet from right side of mine 8,580 

Return to fan, left side, 24,750 



General condition of roads and drainage much improved. 



149 


136 


42 


195 


50 


108 


18 


174 


11 


458 



Garrett G)unty Mines 



G. C. PATTISON COAL COMPANY. 

Mine No. 1, Barton Four-Foot 
Mine No. 2, Lower Kitanning 

Carrol Pattison, Superintendent. George Moorehead, Foreman. 

The Bloomington mines of the Pattison Coal Company are located 
about three miles up along the main line of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, over which road they ship, the only opeiation in this state 
loading direct on this railroad. The '* Davis six-foot" or ''Lower 
Kittanning" seam is operated where the old Empire mine used to be. 
This mine has been very materially improved during the year in ven- 
tilation and safety, timbers have been renewed, others set up where 
needed, air-courses cleaned up, trap doors put in order, and some 
built where required, brattices tightened. The old Brydon mine 
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cleaned out for drainage and outlet for the ventilation. The result 
is the mine is in pretty good shape. 

This is an average inspection during year: 



xATi^^^^ T^^o-i,^^^ Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^j^ p^^ ^ EmpFyes Man 



Intake from the fan 16,800 25 672 

Inside cut in lower heading 8,200 16 512 

Intake to * *StOney ' ' or upper heading 6. 740 7 963 

Combined outlets at Brydon's openings 18,560 



The Barton four foot or ** upper mine" is reached by a long incline 
plane, and tramroad at the head of the plane. Sometimes I have 
found enough men in this mine to bring it under the provisions of the 
mining law, at other times not. The ventilation is by natural means, 
and is inadequate, the openings being much on the same level and 
the work lying flat. The coal is good. 



MUNROE COAL MINING COMPANY. 

Elk Lick and No, 3 Mines 

* 

G. C. MacFarlane, Superintendent. 

H. B. Kight, Foreman six foot. 

L. R. Kight, foreman '* Barton four foot." 

The Six Foot or Lower Kittanning, Elk Lickjmine is located at 
Barnum, and ships over the West Virginia Central and Pittsburg 
Railroad. There is some d^ubt as to what seam is beinc worked 
here, but in general structure it is much the same as ** Davis six 
foot" or Lower Kittanning, that is in operation all along the Poto- 
n:ac valley. Many improvements have been and are still being 
made at this operation. As stated in ray last report much of the 
close coal had been worked out by the previous owners, regardless 
of the life of the mine. A new haulage way is being driven here and 
when completed will greatly improve not only their haulage system 
but the ventilation as well, in fact it has vastly improved the ven- 
tilation now. This seam at times is almost clean of binders, it 
seems the farther back they go the better the coal gets. They have 
taken the machines out of the mines and in future it will all be pick 
mined coal. A splendid new steel bridge has been built here across 
the Potomac. 
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l^is is an inspection during: the year. 



63 



Where Measured 



Cubic ft. No. of Air per 
Air per m. EmpFyes Man 



Intake from the fan, "Six Foot mine 

Inside cut in 5th right, 

Inside cut in 6th right, 

Inside cut in 7th right. 

Inside cut in 7th left, 

I'^ide cut in 6th left, 

Inside cut in 5th left, 

^^"tlet near the mouth. . 



»> 



(I 



<( 



<< 



<< 



(< 



<< 



i< 



<< 



i* 



tt 



<( 



<< 



32,400 


45 


720 


6,000 


3 


2,000 


•5,340 


8 


667 


4,025 


3 


1,342 


3,675 


8 


459 


3,145 


9 


349 


4,650 


8 


581 


13,750 


A. 





Oeneral condition of roads good ; drainage fair. 



Barnum No. 3 



^- H. Kight, Foreman. 



A.8 stated in my last report the company had about completed a 

7^ ^t\ of "Stein" make, to ventilate their mine. No 3. or **Bar- 

••^xi :£our foot. ' ' This Fan has been doing good work here now for 

^out one year and the company and men are getting better results. 

^I'num No. 3 is the second largest operation in the Barton four-foot 

in the State, and the consistency this seam shows is remarka- 

it retains its height uniformly throughout the State, nowhere 

^^*^ing greatly. Improvements along the lines of drainage and 

^fety have been made here during the year and a decided disposition 

'^O'wn to observe the mining laws. 

This is an average inspection during the year. 



fc»i 



Where Measured 



Cubic ft. No. of Air per 
Air per m. EmpFyes Man 



intake from the fan 17,240 

Xnside cut in 4th right 3,450 

Inside cut in 5th right 3,360 

tDutlet of 3rd left 3,600 

Outlet of old opening, 5,040 

Outlet at the mouth 13 750 



32 


539 


10 


345 


7 


480 


15 ♦ 


240 
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DAVIS HARVEY COAL COMPANY, NOW POTOMAC VALLEY 

COAL COMPANY. 

S. B. Brydon. Superintendent. A. A. McRobie, Foreman. 

The Davis Harvey Coal Company have sold out their interests 
to the Potomac Valley Coal Company who are now operating this 
plant. The coal mined here is the "Upper Freeport" or Thomas 
Seam, and is g^enerally very hard; it is the same seam with scarcely 
any material difference, that is being mined by machines at the 
Frostburg Coal Company's mines in Allegany county, and if kept 
clean is second only to Big Vein in steaming qualities. This is an in- 
spection during the year : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Air per m. Empl'yes Man 



Intake at the mouth 4,320 

Intake to 2nd left 1,890 

Intake to main heading 3,750 

Outlet of 1st left 2,275 

Return to furnace 5,250 



General condition fair. 



L6 


270 


2 


945 


8 


469 


6 


379 



BLAINE MINING COMPANY. 
Dill Mine No. 2 

S. B Brydon, Superintendent. 

William M. Drainer, Foreman resigned, succeeded by Thomas 
Fleming. 



Dill No. 2, or as it has been more generally known, "North 
American" is situated about one mile south of Blaine and ships its 
coal on the West Virginia Central and Pittsburg Railroad. The 
mine is in the Davis Six Foot or Lower Kittanning, and probably ex- 
cels anything in the;^tate working this seam. The coal is compara- 
tively clean, free to dig, and working under the ideal conditions to 
be found in a coal mine. This operation has its heading work farth- 
er advanced than any mine in the State, and probably in the country, 
but few rooms being worked as yet. The ventilation is furnished by 
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a force fan and a glance at the inspection below will show its condi- 
tion : 



Where Measured A^? per^m. Empi'yls ^Mfn"" 



Intake from the fan 42,450 

Inside cut in tst right slant 19,340 

Inside cut in 1st right 17,280 

Inside cut in 2nd right 7,760 

Inside cut in 6th right 11,750 

Inside cut in 7th right 40,360 

Inside cut in 8th right and to main heading 5, 775 

Inside cut in 10th left 4,750 

Inside cut in 9th left 7, 140 

Intake to 8th left 6,380 

Outlet at the mouth 26 750 



During the year extensive improvements have been made in drain- 
age and also in roads. A heavier rail has been laid on their main 
haulage, and the lighter rail will be used for the cross headings 
which will increase the output with the same amount of power. 



57 


762 


4 


4,882 


5 


3,456 


8 


972 


4 


2,937 


10 


1,036 


3 


1,925 


4 


1,187 


5 


1,428 


4 


1,595 



GARRETT COUNTY COAL AND MINING COMPANY. 

DoDsoN Mines 

H. B. Douglas, Superintendent. 

William Jones, Foreman resigned. Martin Abemathy, Foreman. 

The Dodson mines of the Garrett County Coal and Mining Company 
have been generally speaking only in fair shape during the past year. 
At some visits I would find conditions as to ventilation very good, 
and again would find on other occasions not good. Mine No 1. is the 
only one of their three operations working just at present, but the 
company contemplates working all three openings very soon. They 
ship over the West Virginia Central and Pittsburg Railroad and are 
located at the town of Dodson, built by the company, on the Mary- 
land side of the Potomac. • The company suffered quite a serious loss 
jby the burning of their store and office. They are now rebuilt, and 
the office is of brick with a fire-proof vault. Many improvements in 
their haulage system are being made here, and they are preparing to 
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put in a tail rope and stationary engine. This is one of the best in- 
spections during the year : 



Where Measured 



-**- 



Cubic ft. No. of Air per 
Air per m. Empryes Man 



Intake from the fan 43,470 75 580 

Inside cut in 4th right , 5,875 11 534 

Intake to 5th rieht 2,868 17 287 

Intake to 6th right main heading and 6th left 5,525 16 345 

Inside cut in 5th left 5,400 12 450 

Inside cut in 4th left 4,210 20 210 

Outlet at the mouth 51,360 



Overcast system of ventilation is being usQd here for transfers of 
the air current, but they are poorly constructed, not being kept air- 
tight. 

UPPER POTOMAC MINING COMPANY. 

Big Seven Mine 

R. Y. Williams, Superintendent. 

Robert Brown, resigned, George Lytle, Foremaif 

The Big Seven of the above named company is an operation in the 
Lower Kittanning or Davis Six Foot. It is almost at the top of the 
hill at this point being about on the ridge of the Dear Park anti-cline. 
Extensive improvements have been made here during the past year. 
A locomotive being put into service on the tramway, new engine 
house, new head house on top of plane, new blacksmith shop, and a 
Crawford McCrimmon ventilating fan. On my last visit the company 
were staking out about 14 double houses dowr at the railroad. The 
ventilation at this mine has been good during the year. 

This inspection shows its condition : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No of Air per 

TTiicxc xTxcaouicu ^jj. pgj, ^^ Empl'yes Man 

Intake at the mouth 14,880 

Inside cut in 1st right 2,000 

Inside cut at 2nd and 3rd rights 7,700 

Inside cut in 4th right ' 3,600 

Inside cut in main heading 7,000 

Return to fan 22,460 



40 


372 


6 


333 


18 


428 


7 


514 


4 


1,750 
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THE STOYER RUN COAL COMPANY. 
Thomas Robinson, Superintendent and Foreman. 

This operation has not been doing very much during the greater 
part of the year 1905, but at present they are working quite steady. 
They have two openings in the Davis Six Foot or Lower Kittanning 
and one in the upper Freeport, so it is claimed, but I am inclined 
to believe that it is the "Mahoning" coal. The company have made 
some improvements during the year, a drift and tramway to No. 2, 
Kittanning, a plane of about 650 feet to the upper mine, and a small 
stationary engine there to haul the coal out of the upper mine, which 
is dropping about 5 or 6 per cent. The ventilation at all of these 
operations is by furnace, but the officials told me when the operation 
warrants it they will put in a fan. 

No reading in other openings, but ventilation is fair. 



Where Measured ^.j. p^^. ^ EmpFyes Man 



Intake at the mouth of upper mine 4,200 14 300 

Return to air shaft at furnace 4,400 



BEECHWOOD, CUMBERLAND COAL COMPANY. 

F. F. White, Superintendent. 

Charles T. Bail, Foreman resigned. John H. Smith, Foreman. 

This company have but recently been organized, and are composed 
of Pennsylvania people, and they are successors of the Lake Ports & At- 
lantic Coal and Coke Company, about one mile north of Gorman. 
When I visited this operation but few men were working there, only 
on one occasion did I find enough to bring them within the provision of 
the mining law. This mine is also going to the dip, a small station- 
ary engine being used to haul the coal out of the main "heading or 
slope and also to let the mine cars down to the dump and bring the 
empties again up to the mine. The ventilation is by a small furnace 
and at present meets the requirements. 

This is about the average condition : 

Where Measured Cubic ft. No of Air per 

TTiicxc xvc«oiAxc« Air per m. Emplyes Man 

Intake at the mouth of the mine 4,920 12 410 

Return to furnace 5,100 

Roads and drainage none of the best. 
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NETHKINS COAL AND COKE COMPANY. 

John Jose, Superintendent. C. C. Chenowith, Foreman. 

This mine is located at Bayard, on the West Virginia Central and 
Pittsburg railroad, and is in the Upper Freeport or' Thomas seam. 
Some delay was experienced in getting siding here, but they now 
have siding and dump built, and are in good shape for making quite 
extensive shipments. The ventilation is by means of a furnace, about 
the best built furnace in the Potomac valley and is at all times with- 
in the law. It is to be hoped that this company may prove successful 
in developing their coal here as it means much to the town of 
Bayard. 



The Fire Clay Mines 



UNION MINING COMPANY 

Mt. Savage Fire Clay 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. James Yantz, Foreman. 

The Fii^e Clay mines of the Union Mining Company, lor»ated on 
Savage Mountain not far from the Pennsylvania State line, have had 
a very prosperous year. Mining about 11,000 more tons with less 
labor than was done in 1904. In 1904 this company had 45 miners 
and 105 laborers, this includes inside and outside laborers and drivers 
and mined 48,000 tons of clay, during the past year with the same 
number of miners but with 30 less laborers, they have produced 
59,389 tons. This is no doubt very g^ratifying to the company as the 
cost of mining in 1904 was abnormally high. The mines are in a 
general sense, in much better condition than they were the previous 
year. Safety and ventilation being decidedly improved and about all 
that can be done with roads and drainage done. This question of 
drainage as I stated in my last report is a serious question, and one 
that the company would be very willing to have solved. The soft 
clay being generally at bottom sides and top, and slacking like lime 
when the air and water get at it, makes it even on a plane like there 
is in No. 6 mine very muddy. They are opening another nSine south 
of their present openings, and have now a very fine quality of clay. 
The fire brick business is to Mt. Savage wHat food is to the body, 
the very life of it, and anything that destroys this industry or short- 
ens its life is a public enemy. 

BIG SAVAGE FIRE BRICK COMPANY. 
J. N. Benson, Superintendent. Edward Finzel, Foreman. 

The fire clay mine of this company is located in Garrett County 
^ and is in the famous Mt. Savage Fire Clay belt. The output here has 
fallen slightly under that of the previous year, but that was largely 
due to having mined much more of the Flint clay this year than 
last. The ventilation at this operation is generally very poor. As 
here is but one opening and no shaft or air-hole, it is, except in the 
winter season, unfit for men to work in. It is true they have a fan 
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here and a wooden intake about 12 inches square; but the resistance 
and leakage is so great on this wooden pipe that it does very little 
good to the men at the inside places. I trust before another report 
is made that the ventilation here will be improved. The most 
economical method is to put an air shaft out to some of the inner 
headings. The brick yard is located at Allegany, a town on the Cum- 
berland and Pennsylvania Railroad, and about 2i miles from the mine. 



SAVAGE MOUNTAIN FIRE BRICK COMPANY. 

C. H. Shuckhart, Superintendent. 

This company have abandoned their old mine since the completion 
of the tunnel that was driven to reach clay that was impracticable to 
mine from any of the previous openings woiked here. In this new 
mine conditions are about all that could be desired. Ventilation is 
good, drainage is good, and the general safety of the mine is first- 
class. Many improvements have been made here during the year. 
Combination blacksmith and repair shops have been built, and a very 
comfortable shanty or tool house. There are about eleven men employ- 
ed here the year round and it is said to be the best fire clay mine to 
work in, in our State. Production fell off slightly here last year ; in 
1904, 10,000 tons were mined, and but 9,000 in 1905, this is due no 
doubt to the change from the old to the new mine. They are located 
in Garrett County about 3 miles west of Frostburg, and haul their 
clay in wagons down the National Pike to their brick yard on Bowery 
street, Frostburg. 
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Fire Clay Mining Statistics 



These statistics go to show that there has been i 
production of fire clay and a fallii^ off of the number of men employ- 
ed during last year, both of these causes are apparent in BtatisticB of 
the Union Mining Company's mines. The laborers are still in et- 
cess of the mtners, though the ratio was cut greatly during the year. 
When Union Mining Company get through with their recovery of 
old and abandoned workings, where they are now getting much valua- 
ble flint clay, then the expense of mining the clay and consequently 
the number of laborers will be reduced. There are thousands of 
acres of this valuable clay in this State, and it is but a short time 
when there will be a much larger development of this valuable min- 
eral. 
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Letter of Transmittal 



To His Excellency, EDWIN WARFIELD, 
Governor of Maryland 

Sir : In compliance with the requirements of Chapter 
124, of the Acts of tije General Assembly of. 1902, relating to 
Mines and Mining, I have the honor to submit herewith my 
third annual Report. 

THOMAS MURPHY, 

Inspector 



%^ 
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I have reiterated in previous reports the necessity for amendment 
to the present mining laws, and as I become more and more familiar 
with the work of inspection, this appeals more strongly to me. The 
ventilation in the mines of the State, while greatly improved, in late 
years, yet there are certain conditions that are surely creeping into 
mining here, that will undoubtedly inci:ease the danger. I refer par- 
ticularly to the reckless use of explosives; this is the most serious 
question in the mining industry today. The cause for this is perhaps 
two-fold : first, that mine owners want to increase the miners' capa- 
city, and sometimes the reasons for this are not altogether unselfish. 
Second, the miner wants to earn all he can with the least possible re- 
sistance, consequently the practice is fast creeping upon us r^ardless 
of the dangerous possibilities with which it is pregnant. It is better 
to lake this question up intelligently now than to defer it until some 
time later on, when mayhap some great disaster strikes us. There 
should be prohibited by law the taking into the mine of 25 pound kegs 
of blasting powder. The amount taken in should be but enough for 
one shift or day's work; this should be made imperative; no blasting 
out of the solid should be permitted; every minor should be forced 
to prepare his coal before blasting under heavy j enalty. Coal com- 
panies should not be permitted to blast indiscriminately where they 
have machines to undercut the coal. This, and mines where they 
make no attempt to prepare the coal, hut simply bore a hole and put 
a large blast of powder, sometimes as much as three feet long, is 
rapidly producing a condition in some Maryland mines similar to that 
in adjoining States where explosions are horribly frequent. There 
are some that contend that more air is the remedy and while there 
should be a mu^^h higher minimum amount of air per man— say double 
the amount — where blasting is done out of the solid, or in mines and 
headings where machines are in use, yet this does not by any means 
eliminate the danger of which I speak. That is why I believe all 
shot firing should be done under the strictest supervision, and gener- 
ally after the miners have done their day's work and left the mine. 
This may result in some little loss in output here and there, but the 
safety to life and property will be immeasurably enhanced. 

In some States the practice of slowing down the fans while shot fir- 
ing is going on, is claimed to be a great safeguard to those engaged 
in this dangerous work. This is true in Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and 
is being agi'ated in many other States. There are good reasons that 
can be given for this ; suffice it to say, that the States where this 
practice has been followed, have had no explosions in the time it has 
been in vogue, about four years. 

On the subject of electricity in coal mines, our present mining 
law does not contain a word. Now this is a very important subject 
and the ever-increasing use of electric power for the mining and 
hauling of coal makes it imperative that some legislation be enacted 
for the safety of employes. There are four mines in the State that 
are wholly or in part operated by electricity and the number is likely 



10 MINE INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT, 1906-7 

properly kept place for miners to make a change of clothing at mines 
that are wet. In some instances workmen have long distances to go 
from their working places to their homes, and if they are wet ^x>m 
water dropping from the roof, or in the bottom of their working 
places, they should have a comfortable place in which to make a 
change of clothing. It could be left to the judgment of the mine 
inspector in what mines this would be necessary. To make it apply 
to all mines might result in its purpose being defeated. 

In order that mine inspectors may hereafter be able to properly 
perform their duties, the law should be changed to say that their visits 
should be made net longer than every three months instead of every 
two months as at present. If this is not desirable, then an Assistant 
Mine Inspector will in all probability be needed. If the trips were 
reduced to four per year instead of six as at present, one man might 
be able to perform the duties for some years to come. 

The providing of a fund for the expenses of the Mine Inspector's 
office is absolutely indispensable to the proper performance of his 
duties. The sum paid for pratection to the mining industry in this 
State is miserably small in comparison to every other State in the 
country producing the same number of tons and some of them much 
less. It is bad enough to spend only about $1,800 to $2,000 per year, 
but when the inspector must wait until the ^legislature passes a spec- 
ial act to meet the expenses of the office incurred in the previous two 
years, it almost looks farcical. If the sum of $500 is appropriated 
each year, the inspector using only such part of that as may 
be necessaT'y, or all of it if needed, this would be actually but very 
little increase over the present expense. For many ye§rs the inspec- 
tors have been procuring what supplies were needed — or rather what 
they thought might be paid for— and not being sure that they would 
be paid— the office is perhaps the poorest equipped in the country. 
A bill is now pending before the present session to pay the expenses 
of the past two years. This amendment would simply relieve the 
legislature of the recurrence of claims at every session to be paid 
by special bill, and not operate to increase the expense of govern- 
ment in any material way, while by making funds immediately avail- 
able to pay for necessary expenses, the law would expedite the 
transaction of the State's business and greatly increase the value of 
the office of Mine Inspector to the people of the State. 

It would have another good effect and that would be that mine in- 
spectors would not be able to put forward the excuse that they were 
not going to spend their salaries in expenses when they did not know 
whether they would ever be reimbursed. None of these proposed 
alterations in the laws have any special bearing upon the convenience 
of the interests operating the mines, involving no particular expense 
nor imposing any hardships upon the employes o" the mining corpora- 
tions. In the interest of sanitary conditions, the provisions as to 
blasting and the provisions as to the quality of oil and all other recom- 
mendations are greatly needed, and will benefit operator and miner 
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alike. The matter of funds for the administration of the office of 
mine inspector is plain — too plain to need explanation. If it is of 
importance to the State to safeguard the persons and property of 
citizens by appointing an inspector, then it is important to provide 
that official with power to do his duty while in office. 

I beg to express my appreciation of the many kindnesses shown 
me by miners and mine owners and the co-operation and help that I 
have generally received from the many engaged in mining in the State. 
For much of the information contained in this report, I want to thank 
the mine owners who kindly furnished the same. 
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Some of these streams cut very deep, exposing all coals in the Cone- 
maugh and Allegany formations, and for a limited area affording com- 
plete drainage. The bottom of the sync line or basin is very' well 
located now at a point near Frostburg ; from this saucer-like basin^ 
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Fatal Accidents in Coal and Fire Clay 



Date 



Name 



Occup't'n 



190f 
Aug. 11 

1907 
Feb. 19 

Mar. 4 

Apr. 1 



Owen Logsdon 

Chas. H. Wolfe 
Alex. Brown. . 
John Lilie 



Driver . . 

Miner . 
Foreman 
Miner . . 



Married 
or single 



Married 



No. in 
Fmly. 



Nativity 



Residence 



Married . 
Married . 



8. .'American 



Single. 



10. .|Ame ican. 
. 6 . . Scotch 



American 



Eckhart. . . . 

Luke 

Woodland . . 
Mt. Savage 



1906 
Aug. 6 



Louis Martin. 



Miner . . 



Single 



FATAL ACCIDENT IN THE 



American. Mt. Savage 



This is a very remarkable showing as to fatal accidents in coal mining 
in Maryland. It is probably the lowest that has ever occurred, consid- 
ering the number of men employed, and the amount of coal mined in the 
fiscal year. The total number of employees in the State engaged in coal 
mining is 6,201. Thus it will be seen that the death rate per 1*000 em- 
ployees is very low, being but .64 

There is nothing to equal this in the whole world, there being over 
1,000,000 tons mined for each fatal accident. 

This is for the fiscal year, from May, 1906, to May, 1907. 



Mines in Maryland, May 1, 1906-7 



Age 


Cause of Accident 


Mine 


Name of Company 


Extent of Injury 


40 

46 
46 
30 


Caught between 
rib and car 

Caught hy fall of 
draw slate 

Caught between 
trip and rib . . . 

Caught by fall of 
breast slate 


Eckhart. 

Buxton . 

Ocean 

No. 7... 
Union 

No. 2... 


Consolidation Coal Co 

• 

Davis Coal & Coke Co 
Consolidation Coal Co 
New York Mining Co 


Died in five days 

Died in a few hours 
Died in two days 
Killed outright 



MARYLAND FIRE CLAY MINES 



25 



Caught by delayed 
blast 



No. 6 . . . 



Union Mining Co 



Killed instantly 
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ways; I warn them to keep off this, and otber dangeroUH iilopea. 

4— April 1, 1907, John Lilie, miner, was killed instantly by a f 
of breast-slate in Union Mine, No. 2, of the Nev Yotk Mining 
This accident was a very uareleas affair. His "butties" said 
they warned him against going under the breast-slate, and told him 
pull it down. This he did not do; hence the above result. 

FATAL ACCIDENT IN FIRE CLAY MINE. 

1— Aii£. 6, 1907, Louis Martin was killed instantly by a delayi 
blast, in Nu. 6 mine of the Union Mining Cu. This mine is one of i^ 
group of mines that supplies the Union Mining Company with clay^ 
Martin and those working with him had prepared five charges 4 
dynamite aa is their custom, before going out. When they fire, i 
go straight home. On this occasion Martin went up the heading, 1 
stop any one, who might be going out while thp blasts were goitf 
off. He, it is supposed, thought that all five blasts had gone off;'S 
and in passing, ha went to take a look, with the efT-^jt that oni 
delayed, wi .t off, and hit him full in the face, killing him instantly. ] 



Table of Fatal Accidents, Tonnage, etc. ^^ 

COVERING A PERIOD OF SEVENTEEN YEARS 



. Coal Mined i7„,„ii»j„_ Death Rate r, j„„,„' Tons per ' 
(Shortton.)"^'"'"" perl.OOOem Oepmd'M.^ palaluc'l i 



1890 












1892 






1893 


















1896 


















1899 






1900 




7., 


1901 






1902 




11.. 


1903 




12., 


1904 




10.. 


1905 




13.. 


1906 


:m 


7.. 




Average number tons mined per fatal accident, 1900—1906, 604,-538 



>! 



1. - 
as 



Table of InspedlinOS [Continued] 

Piedmont Cumberland Coal Co Brown's (This mine was absorb- 
ed by the Piedmont & Georges Creek Coal Co., Oct. 1906.; 2 

Davis Coal & Coke Co Buxton Mine 6 

McCullough's Fuel Coal Mine 2 

Hansen's Coal and Fuel Mine 2 

Morrison's Land Co Morrison Mine 5 



Total inspections for Allegany county 294 

INSPECTIONS IN GARRETT COUNYT. 

G. C. Pattison Coal Co Bloomington Mine 4 

Three Forks Coal Co Three Forks No.l 2 

Monroe Coal Mining Co Elk Run Nos. 1 and 2 5 

Potomac Valley Coal Co Darwin Mine 5 

Blaine Mining Co Dill No. 2 5 

Garrett Co. Coal & Mining Co Dodson No. 1 5 

Upper Potomac Mining Co Big Seven 5 

Stoyer Run Coal Co Stoyer Run Nos. 1 and 2 5 

Beechwood Cumberland Coal Co Mine No. 1 3 

Nethkin's Bayard Mine 1 

Garrett Coal Co Kendall Mjne 2 



Total inspections for Garrett county ! .42 

INSPECTIONS IN THE FIRE CLAY MINES. 

Union Mining Co Fire Clay Mines 4 

Big Savage Fire Clay Co Mine 3 

Savage Mt. Fire Brick Co. Fire Clay Mine 3 



Total visits to fire clay mines 10 

Ten days spent waiting on Grand Jury 
Miscellaneous visits 7 



Total visits of inspection during the year 353 

In the matter of inspections made during the year, I want to say: 
that with the increasing developments in both Allegany and Garrett 
counties, it is almost impossible to keep within the provisions of \he 
mining law relating to inspections. The law requires that the in- 
spector visit each mine at least once every two months, that is, six 
visits per year. This he cannot do with any justice to himself; and 
attend to his office work. There are about 50 coal mines in Allegany 
county, about 15 in Garrett, and 3 fire clay mines. It will thus be 
seen that there is more than one for each day. In one case it re 
quires three days to make a visit to a small mine employing about 
ten to fifteen workmen. The law should be changed to make it 
every three months; or there should he an assistant inspector appoint- 
ed. I believe that four tripa per year would produce as good results 
as six; and would lessen the burden greatly for the injspector. 
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coal from these and their Wellersburg mines. It is a standard guagre 
road. 

The seams worked here are the Brookville and Clarion, the latter 
being probably the best coal for smithing purposes in the region at 
this place. 

GEORGES CREEK BALD KNOB COAL CO. 

This company has been idle all of the year and part of the previous 
year. The enormous outlay of money and seeming disregard of ex- 
pense has placed this company in the hands of receivers, and what 
might have been a profitable operation has turned out to be a con- 
siderable waste of money. It is to be hoped that some one will work 
this property, as it can be made with a proper management a source 
of profit to the owners, and the locality in which it is located. 

This operation is located near Mt. Savage, and ships on a branch 
road of the Wellersburg branch. The means^ of conveyance to the 
railroad is by a long incline plane and a long tramroad over which a 
loqpmotive hauls the coal. 

MIDLAND MINING COMPANY. 

Trimble Mine 

W. A. Somerville, General Superintendent. Frank Stohl, Foreman. 

The Trimble mine of the Midland Mining Co. is located near Moran- 
town, and ships over the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad. 
It is in the Big Vein, or Pittsburg seam, but on the extreme eastern 
outcrop, and as a consequence is in a more or less troubled state. The 
last opening made at this operation shows up much better than any of 
the previous openings, the coal being higher and oi better quality. 
The general condition is much better than in previous years. This is 
about the average condition during the year. 



Where Measured Air per m. Employes Man 



Intake at the mouth 5,240 10 524 

Outlet at old opening 5,730 



Enterprise Mine 

W. A. Somerville, General Superintendent. 

John S. Askey, Superintendent and Foreman. 

On the old Miller branch of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Rail- 
road the Enterprise mine of the Midland Mining Co. is located. This 
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The haulage system here continues to give ^satisfaction, and a' 
things considered I think it the safest and best haulage in the regi 
It is an electric third rail haulage that has been described at length 
in nny previous report, and for this mine it is ideal. I have spoken 
in previous years about the blasting of coal out of the solid in this 
mine. I can only reiterate what I have previously said, and that is 
that solid shooting should not be done by miners here or elsewhere. 
It is true that not all miners, even here, blast out of the solid ; 
but some of them do; I believe there is much improvement along 
this line at this operation recently. ^ 

The roads and drainage have always been a source of commenJa- 
tion at this mine, particulaily when the difficulties to be overcome are 
considered. 



Where Measured ,^f^^ E^- °/es ^L^ 



Intake from the fan rightside 15,675 

Outlet at 2nd and 3rd rights 6,750 

Intake to 4th right 6,240 

Outlet of 7th right 7,200 

Outlet of 9th right, slant 9,100 

Outlet of 10th right 3,600 

Outlet of 4th and 9th lefts, leftside 2,680 

Outlet of 7th left side 5,130 

Outlet of 6th left side 8.640 

Intake to 5th left 3,320 

Outlet of 4th left 7.140 

Outlet of 3rd left 8,620 

Outlet of 2nd left 8,400 

Outlet of 1st left. 12,180 

Intake to short headina 7,200 

Return to fan left side 48,480 



This inspection is about an average one, and shows that the mine 
is very well ventilated, with the exception of the fifth left. I some- 
times find this heading up to and beyond the requirements of the min- 
ing law; but as I have said before it extends away in a spur by itself, 
and is correspondingly hard to ventilate. 

Union No. 1 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent John Sullivan, Foreman 

Union No. 1 of the New York Mining Company is the mine located 
on the Withers property that was being made ready for shipping coal 



86 


182 


38 


178 


15 


416 


13 


554 


62 


147 


10 


360 


25 


107 


10 


513 
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1,440 


40 


83 


14 


510 


19 


454 


40 


210 


22 


508 


19 


359 


264 


184 



32 MINE INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT, 1906-7 

UNION MINING COMPANY. 

Union Mine 

Henry Shriver, Superintendent. James Aldon, Foreman. 

This mine is in about the same shape as reported last year, the on- 
ly difference being that it is a little more contracted. It is still con- 
ceded to be one of the most desirable places in which to work. The 
relations existing, generally between the company, the management, 
and the workmen being good. This company have recently acquired 
a large tract of the Consolidation Coal Co. 's property adjoining this 
mine, and it is intended to develope it from the old New Hope slope. 
This will make Union Mine one of the last to be exhausted in the Big 
Vein, in this region. They are located at Borden, and ship over the 
Cumberland & Pennsylvania Railroad. This inspection shows the 
average condition of the ventilation during the year. 



115 


223 


41 


105 


24 


210 


16 


354 


14 


807 



Where Measured ^j^. p^^. ^ Employes Man 

Intake from the fan 25,650 

Intake to first right 4,300 

Intake to all work on plane 5,040 

Intake to straight heading 5,670 

Intake to No. 1 slant 11,300 

Outlet at various points in the mine. 



H. & W. A. HITCHINS COAL CO. 

Borden Mine 

J. S. Brophy, Superintendent. John Malloy, Foreman. 

It is gratifying to note that this company almost doubled their 
shipments of the preceding year. The Borden Mine is one of the 
many that is operating in coal that was thought tojbe worked out, and 
the money spent in recovering this coal is a great benefit to the com- 
munities in which it is done. 

The heading I spoke -^f in my last report has been completed, and 
is a very decided improvement on the outside tramroad over which 
the coal was formerly hauled. The cost of this and other work of this 
character has made it a slow process in getting returns for the money 
spent. It is true no company or combination of men will invest their 
money here or elsewhere without expecting to get a fair return for 
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pressed air motor haulage is a good system of haulage, but it is over- 
taxed, and any method of haulage that is overdone, will give them the 
same annoyance. Another fruitful source of trouble with the haulage 
is the condition of the roads. Roads should be kept properly drained 
a.id cleaned. If this is not done in a big mine like this with its 
long hauls and more or less coal falling off the cars, soon results, if 
not constantly attended to in a condition that makes the cost of hauling 
look high. Good roads seems to be the cry all over the State at pre- 
sent, and nowhere are they needed more than in the coal mine. 
These should all be of stone, brick or concrete. This seems expensive 
at first, but in the end would save money for the company. 

The manway has been made a first-class road way now for the min- 
ers to travel, and if some work is done on it occasionally, in the 
spots that may get bad, it will always be a source of satisfaction 
to everyone interested. 

This is an average inspection during the year. 



Where Measured ^"^^^ ^^- ^^- ®^ ^^'^ P*"^ 

Wfiere Measured ^.^ p^^ ^ Empl'yes Man 



Intake from the fan 132,800 458 290 

Intake to new lye 3,240 15 216 

Intake to old lye .'. . . 3,360 20 168 

Intake to straight sump 2,527 18 140 

Intake to 2nd left 2,320 12 193 

Outlet of 7th right, straight slope 3,420 26 132 

Outlet of 8th right, straight slope ... 7,695 45 171 

Outlet of 9th right, straight slope 3,440 25 138 

Intake to 10th and 11th slope 3,465 22 157 

Outlet of straight heading, dip 10,125 19 553 

Outlet of Hawkin's dip ^. 7,880 15 525 

Intake to wet heading, dip 5,040 7 720 

Intake to Welshes slant, across sea 3,520 21 168 

Intake to Miller's across sea 4,600 27 170 

Intake to Carney's, across sea 5,320 28 190 

Intake to 8th right, across sea 6,000 21 286 

Intake to 9th right across sea 5,250 15 350 

Intake to 10th and 11th right, across sea .... 2,570 23 112 

Intake to Loar's, across sea 7,240 21 345 

There are outlets at many points adjoining this mine. 



Ocean No. 3. or Hoffman 
William Sleeman, Foreman. 

Hoffman Mine, or Ocean No. 3, of the Consolidation Coal Co. is 
located at the small town of Hoffman, near Eckhart, and ships over 
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be necessary in the future. This indicates about the condition of 
the new mine : 



Where Measured Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Air per m. Empl yes Man 



Intake from the air holes 18,640 65 286 

Outlet at the mouth 19,370 

This indicates the condition of the slope. 

Intake from the fan 56,560 200 482 

Intake to 8th right. Klondyke 3, 140 20 157 

Intake to 6th and 7th rights 5,670 30 184 

Intake to 4th left 1,800 4 450 

Intake to 3rd left 2,520 8 412 

Intake to 1st left 3,300 8 319 

Intake to Scobies Heading, straight 3,100 14 221 

Intake to Tippen's 1st cross 7,500 26 288 

Intake to 2ncl cross 4,720 30 157 

Intake to 1st cross, northside 4,240 12 353 

Intake to -2nd cross. 7,250 18 403 

Outlets at many points around this mine. 



This is the first year there has been any coal mined by ths use of 
machines at this operation. Their use has not been vary satisfac- 
tory, especially in rooms, the roof not being as good as at some of 
the other operations under this company, where they have met with 
more success. 



CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY. 
Ocean No. 3J, or Eckhart 
James Weston, Foreman. 

In April of 1906 Eckhart started to ship coal. It was not intended 
to begin shipments so soon; but owing to the coal trade, and that 
the output had temporarily lessened at some of their other mines, 
they began shipments with a daily output of about 500 tons. This 
they have about maintained up to the present time, and while there 
is at times a temporary shortage in this output, yet, if much of the 
necessary dead work or laboring work is done by the company this 
amount may be maintained for a long time. 

The ventilation has been generally good; but it is one of the many 
mines that most of the closest coal had been worked out, and this 
causes much loss ol ventilation that cannot very well be avoided; 
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Ocean No. 7, or Klondyke 
Jonathan Jenkins, Foreman 

Ocean No. 7, the banner mine of this Company, and of the State, 
perhaps of the >vhole country, still maintains its hi^h standard as to 
output. Last year* there was mined in this mine 1,024,859 tons; of 
this amount 293,928 tons was mined by machines. This year the 
mine's output was 1,076,117| tons; 51,258 tons more than in 1905. 
Of the total tonnage, 232,234 tons were mined by machines, a net 
loss in machine-mined coal of 61,964 tons. The Company is to be 
congratulated on the high standard of efficiency displayed in the 
management of this mine, for while it is not perfect, and many 
things could be improved about it, yet taking everything into con- 
sideration it is probably one of the best managed mines upon such 
stupendous scale in the country. Such a large^^enterprise is easier 
criticised than administered; and it may be the critics would find it 
less difficult to point out the slips of the mana;^eii;ent than to rectify 
them. The mine is located near the town of Li td, about two and 
one-half miles north of Midland. The coal is sh.pped over the Car- 
los branch of the Cumberland & Pennsylvania K. R., a siding or 
branch line which takes the coal from this mine and from Carlos 
mines. The manways have been much improved here during the 
year, although there is still room for improvement, and I trust the 
improvements will be made. The ventilation has, as usual, been 
good, yet with all that has been done there remain places here and 
there where the carbonic acid gas, or ** black damp*' interferes with 
the working places. There is more coal mined heie by machne^ than 
at any other operation in the State, in fact more than all other oper- 
ations in the State taken together. There is need of change in 
the mining laws, relative to coal mined by the use of machines. I 
have always contended, and have always tried to have about three 
times as much air in a heading where machines are being used, as 
in those operated by pick. I know this ratio should be maintained 
to obtain anything liko a healthful condition in the mines, if temper- 
ature and other conditions are equal. The dangerous practice of 
riding ihe slopes is still being kept up at this mine, not so much by 
the miners as the laborers and the under bosses of various kinds. 
There is no need for this, and it should be stopped at once. If 
any man's duties demand his presence in any of these slopes, it is 
enough that he take this necessary risk, without going there merely to 
save a walk. If they must go out during the day, it would be a bet- 
ter example to set the men, for the bosses to start a few minutes 
sooner aid walk cut. Theie las heen a good ambulance provided for 
this mine, something that was needed. The large direct-connected 
haulage engine placed here during the year has proved a great aid 
in maintaining the large output. It is the largest stationary haul- 
age engine in the State, and should be sufficient to do all the haul- 
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ing of the coal from these slopes until they are done. This is an 
average inspection during the year. 



wnere Measured ^j^ p^^ ^ Empires Man 



Intake from the fan 149,980 

Outlet of 2nd left straight, new slope 5,600 

Intake to 2nd leot 3rd cross 4,390 

Intake to 2nd left, 1st cross 3,640 

Intake to 2nd eight straight 2,940 

Intake to 3rd leit straight 2,580 

Intake to 3rd left, 1st cross 1,880 

Intake to 3rd left, 3rd cross 3,280 

Intake to 3rd left, 8th straight 1,550 

Intake to 4th left, 8th straight 3,000 

Intake to 4th left, 1st cross 2,890 

Intake to 4th right, 1st cross 3,840 

Outlet of 5th right, straight slope 4,160 

Intake to 5th right, 6th cros^, 2,660 

Intake to 2nd right, straight, middle slope. 5,90Q 

Intake to 3rd right, straight, middle slope. 4,500 

Intake to 3rd right, 1st cross, middle slope 3,6l0 

Intake to 4th right, 1st cross, middle slope 3,400 

Intake to 4th left, straight, middle slope. . . 3,840 

Intake to 2d. right, 1st cross, oM slope 5,900 

Intake to 3rd right, 1st cross, old slope .... 2,205 

Intwke to 4th right, 1st cross, old slope 8,400 

Intake from the small fan, new mine 64,890 

Intake to straight heading, new mine 7,040 

Intake to all on top of plane, new mine. . . . 9,585 

Intake to back scuttle, new mine 8,750 

Intake to 1st left, new slope 11,055 

Outlets too numerous to measure. 



Ocean No. 8 
Thomas McFarlard, Foreman. 



611 


245 


12 


467 


25 


176 


32 


114 


18 


163 


22 


117 


10 


188 


22 


149 


22 


70 


26 


115 


30 


96 


33 


lib 


28 
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Ocean No. 8, is located at Midland, on the west bank of Georges 
Creek, and ships over the Cumberland & Pennsylvania R. R. This 
mine is the most convenient one for Midland people to work in, but 
only a limited number of miners can be used. Number 8 proper is 
rapidly being worked out, and if it were not for the fact that they 
are going after much ^of the coal that was partially lost during the 
** squeeze'' in Q X section of Ocean No. 1, No. 8 would very soon be 
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done. There has been considerable coal taken out of "Cullen's head- 
ing" during the year, with prospects good for the recovery of very 
much more. **Cullen*s** is one of the headings tliat was thought to 
be lost. There is a fair chance that in some of the other headings 
of this squeezed section of Ocean No. 1 there may yet turn out to be 
a large quantity of coal that can be saved. The ventilation in the 
Big Vein has been good during the year. 

This is an average inspection during the year. 



Where Measured ^Cubic^ft._ ^No. of^^ Air^per 



Intake from the Fan 25,110 

Intake to 1st left, short heading 3,890 

Intake to 2nd left 3.225 

Out!et near the mouth 20. 655 

Drainage is rather poor here. 
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Tyson No. 8 
Thomas McFarland, Foreman. 

The No. 8 Tyson has not been very much of a success. Opening 
in a part of the east side of the syncline, the main heading has 
steadily gone to the dip. The coal has also been very irregular, never 
very high, and sometimes cut out entirely. The troubles from this 
source and from water have been legion. Generally speaking, the 
ventilation is good, although sometimes when thej try to penetrate a 
fault without carrying their air-course with them, they have a serious 
time in bringing up their ventilation. It is up-hill work, and some- 
times it looks ?s if the opening had been made in the wrong place. 
They have a separate dump and scales at Tyson Mine, but use the 
same side track on which to load their railro'^d cars. The coal is 
lowered to the dump by an incline plane. It is a desirable place to 
work, where it is dry and free of faults. 

This was the condition of the ventilation on a visit during the year. 



WhprP Mpa^^urpd ^^^^^ ^^' ^^' ^^ Air per 

Where Measured ^j^. p^^ ^ EmpFyes Man 



Intake from the Fan 14,400 

Intake to 1st right 6,170 

Intake to main heading and second right. . . 4,680 

Outlet near the mouth 14,580 



23 


626 


12 


514 


10 


460 
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village lying between Eckhart and Hoffman. The mine has been 
most of the time in much better shape as to ventilaton, than in previ- 
ous years. This is due to the fan being put in here, as noted in my 
last report. 

There is but one heading that has not been up to the standard dur- 
ing the year, and that the farthest from . the fan. With the great 
amount of waste between the fan and this heading it is impossible to 
do any more than iu being done, and the workmen generally realiz ing 
this, do the best they can. 

There have been some improvements in the haulage here during the 
year. Lyes or side tracks have been made inside to shorten the long 
heavy drag un the horses from the working faces to the outside, the 
grades here being all against the load. This, and other improvements 
has increased the tonnage at Washington No. 1 about 10,000 tons dur- 
ing the year, a very substantial increase. 

They ship over the Eckhart Branch of the Cumberland & Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, and the car supply is usually good. 

The intake and outlet of the fan follows : 



wnere Measured ^.j. ^^^ ^ Empl'yes Man 

Intake from the fan 13,000 40 325 

Outlet near the mouth 12,960 



Washington No. 2 
Phillip Brown, Superintendent W. E. Brown, Foreman 

The Washington No. 2 mine of the Piedrtiont and Georges Creek 
Coal Co. is located at Eckhart and ships over the Eckhart branch of 
the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad. This is the best opera- 
tion in the Tyson in the upper end of the region, and is rapidly tak- 
ing front rank in point of output and equipment with the best of 
them in any seam. During the year an electric haulage plant has 
been installed, and the output materially increased, being over 30,000 
tons more than the precedir.g year. The expense necessary to put 
electric haulage in mines working seams of the size of this one, would 
make the average man consider well before doing it. In some in- 
stances rock had to be blasted up as much as seventeen feet, and in 
others nearly as much blowing duwn in order to lower the grade for a 
proper mine haulage. The result has been highly gratifying to the 
management; where they had been hard pushed to ship SCO tons per 
day, they can now ship from 600 to J700 tons, while 1 predict a still 
further increase. 

The getting'of another bore hole from the surface down through the 
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a catastrophe, similar to what is occurring with horrifying frequency 
in some of the states adjoining. With all parties using due caution, 
let us hope that we may escape the calamities that result from taking 
any chances with a condition that is always dangerous, be the amount 
of gas generating ever so small. The hauling here is still done by 
mules, and the increasing need of some mechanical haulage is every 
day more apparent. 

This is an average inspection during the year: 



Where Measured A^? per m. EmpVyes ^mJ^"" 



136 


217 


18 


295 


10 


314 


10 


300 


15 


187 


63 


103 



Intake from the fan 29,640 

Outlet of 1st right 5,320 

Outlet of li right 3,140 

Outlet of 2nd right 3,000 

Outlet of 3rd rght , 2,800 

Intake to 5th left 6,520 

Outlet at the mouth 28,800 

Washington No. 4 
M. P. Fahey, Superintendent John Fahey, Foreman. 

This mine was bought by the Piedmont and Georges Creek Coal Co. 
from the Piedmont and Cumberland Coal Company in November 1906, 
and has since been operated as Washington No. 4 of the Piedmont 
and Georges Creek Coal Co. It was known formerly as Hampshire 
or Brown's mine. 

It is in the Davis 6 foot or Lower Kittanning and is on the east 
bank of Georges Creek, and ships over the Cumberland and Pennsyl- 
vania railroad. The mine has a good fan, and is very well ventilated; 
though when first opened the careless work done then in robbing close 
around the mouth, regardless of the future of the mine, has resulted 
in some difficulty in maintaining proper air courses. 

In the left side of this mine is some carburetted hydrogen, or 
marsh gas, and as there is some work done in close proximity to this 
gas, all hands engaged therein need to be careful, taking no chances 
whatever. 

This is an inspection some time after being acquired by the Pied« 
mont and Georges Creek Coal Company : 

wnere Measured ^j^ p^^^ EmpFyes Man 

Intake from the fan 25,440 56 454 

Intake to first left 3,200 8 400 

Outlet of second right 6.700 20 335 

Outlet of third right 4,400 18 244 

Outlet near the mouth 23,370 
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time. There is no more interesting work than going into the old 
work of other times and other men and extracting the means of living 
for many people in the communities where it is being done. This is 
what the Bowery Coal Company is doing:, and will continue to do for 
some time to come. They are now working in the old Blaen Avon 
coal, and later they will go down the Bowery slope where they ex- 
pect to recover more than at any other point they have worked. 

This mine has shipped about four times as much this year as last; 
have made eighteen new ^&rs ; improved the dump ; repaired the tram- 
way and built a new fuel dump for local use. This trade here is a 
good business in itself. 

The ventilation is by natural means. The method of driving holes 
out to the. surf ace where they are near the crop line, being found the 
best and cheapest way to ventilate this character of work. They 
ship over a branch road of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania railroad 
that is known as the Midlothian branch. 

xn this kind of mine air readings would not indicate its condition, 
because of the many holes and falls between the place where the 
readings were taken and the working places. 

This company is contemplating a large development of the Tyson 
near where they are now operating the Big Vein. It is to be hoped 
that they may succeed in this undertaking. 



WACHOVIA COAL COMPANY. 



MoNTELL Mine 



Charles E. Davis, Superintendent. 

Tony Lewis, Foreman. 

Montell mine of the Wachovia Coal Co. is located near Clarysville, 
and ships over the Georges Creek & Cumberland railroad. The coal 
seam worked here is the Lower Kittanning or Davis 6 foot. It is the 
only operation in the 6 foot in the upper end of the Georges Creek 
Basin. It is on the eastern slope of the syncline near Dan's Moun- 
tain, where the coal measures all crop out. The mine has done much 
better than in any of the former years of its existence, having an 
output over six times greater than in the preceding year. 

It is gratifying to note this improvement, becase of the prejudice 
existing in the minds of many against anything in the shape of coal 
except Georges Creek Big Vein. 

Machines of the puncher tvpe are used in this mine, ar.d atcut 
eighty-five per cent of the output is mire:? '^y tV.i^ method. 

The ventilation here is inadequate with the present facilities, par- 
ticularly because of the use of machines, and the consequent dust and 



MINE INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT, 1906-7 47 

smoke from cutting and blasting. With the means at hand, the man- 
agement do well to keep the condition as good as I usually find it. 



Where-Measured A^^^'l^^ 1?^%''^ ^m P®"* 

Air per m. Emplyes Man 

Intake from the Fan 9,370 30 312 

Intake to the return air- way 6,180 



GEORGES CREEK BASIN COAL CO. 
(Was Braddock Run Coal Co.) 

Pine City Mine 

W. H. Williams, Superintendent and Foreman. 

The Braddock Run Coal Co. that operates the mine known as Pine 
City Mine, near Clarysville, has been superseded by the Georges 
Creek Basin Coal Co. I understand this plant will be put in operation 
shortly, and thus a means of livelihood furnished for a considerable 
number of men. 

This is a very good coal seam worked here, and if properly prepared 
for market, there is no doubt of it being a paying proposition. 

The manner of reaching the railroad by a bucket conveyor is some 
handicap. This conveyor I have described at length in one of my 
former reports ; but, even that can be overcome, and I think the out- 
look here justifies it. 

This Company shipped no coal during 1906. 

GEORGES CREEK COAL & IRON CO. 

Engineside 

R. L. Somerville, General Superintendent. 

John F. Somerville, Assistant Superintendent. 
R. T. Spear, Foreman. 

The Georges Creek Coal & Iron Company is one of the pioneer ship- 
pers of Georges Creek Big Vein, and will be shipping this valuable 
coal when many of the others will be done. 

Engineside is located near Lonaconing, on the west bank of Georges 
Creek. The ventilation at times, in isolated spots has not been so 
good, though the management went to work and applied any remedies 
they could think of, or was suggested to them. 

They are surrounded by so much old work that had been abandoned 
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so many years, and their fan being an exhaust entirely, the accumu- 
lations of carbonic acid Ras, or black damp, drawn out of the old work 
is more than the fan is able at all times to carry off. 

This is one of the best mines in which to work in the region ; but, 
like most others of its kind, the competition to stay in it is so great, 
that men often have to work too many together, because of this. The 
following is an average inspection during the year : 



Where Measured Air per m. EmpVyes Al^an^^ 



120 


192 


24 


15 


21 


96 


28 


113 


19 


189 


16 


164 



Intake near the mouth 23,040 

Intake to Cutter heading 3.240 

Intake to second right 1,920 

Intake to Fleming heading 3,160 

Intake to Peebles heading 3,600 

Intake to Upper Heading 2,620 

Return to the Fan 26,855 



Pine Hill Mine, or No. 3 
John Boyd, Foreman. 

Pine Hill kept going up to February 20, 1907, when it worked its 
last day. This mine^was in good condition all the year, and up to 
its being worked out was one of the best in the region in which to 
work. 

The management kept most of the men at work up to a short time 
before the mine was finished. They ship over the Cumberland & 
Pennsylvania Railroad. 

This inspection indicates the condition of the ventilation : 



WhprP Measured ^^^^^ ^^' ^^' ^^ ^^^ P®^ 

wnere Measured ^.j. ^^^ ^ Employes Man 

Intake at the air shaft 14,970 20 748 

Outlet near the mouth 15,210 



Nos. 9 AND 10 

John Boyd, Foreman 

No. 9, or Columbia is located near Gilmore, and fis in the Big 
Vein. They ship over^ the Georges Creek^^& Cumberland Railroad. 
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Mine No. 13 
John Boyd, Foreman. 

No. 13 is one that is added to the list of mines of this company 
and it is in the Georges Creek Big Vein Coal. , It is located on the 
east side of Georges Creek at Lonaconing, and ships over the Georges 
Creek and Cumberland Railroad. 

This mine is opened in a strip of coal belonging to this <:ompany 
adjoining the Coromandel Coal Company's Mine, Big Vein. While at 
no time can there be any great force of men employed ; yet, the 
amount of coal they are likely to get here will keep the number of 
men they can employ working for quite a few years. The work is 
considered very desirable here, because of its convenience, and the 
general good conditons existing. They shipped but €65 tons in 1906; 
but, will show a very large increase in 1907. 

The ventilation is by natural means, and generally good. 

Tyson Nos. 16 and 17 
Douglas Somerville, Foreman. 

Tyson No. 16 is working, while No. 17 is temporarily idle. This 
company have opened the Tyson directly above Engineside, ard I 
have described at some length in my previous report the large and ex- 
pensive plant established here. It now promises to brirg seme re- 
turns for the large outlay of money that has been experded, \ a^ ii g 
encountered some faults here, which I hope and believe they are now 
about through. They are at present mining a considerable amount 
of coal, having an electric haulage irstalled they are able to bardie 
very much more, and will do so, I am sure, in the near future. The 
mining of this coal is no experiment in this region, and in the future 
this and the other small seams is scmething that every thinking per- 
son on Georges Creek knows must be developed in order to supply the 
ever increasing population of this part of the State. 

The ventilation is generally good, an exhaust fan having been put 
in during the year. 

This inspection is an average one : 



\j/u«*^ iDr««o„^«;i Cubic ft. No. of Air per 

Where Measured ^^^ p^^. ^ Employes Man 



Intake at the mouth 14,420 

Intake to left side of mine 3,600 

Outlet of right side 2,280 

Return to fan 15,360 



30 


481 


13 


277 


8 


285 
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KooNTZ No. 2, Tyson 
William Thompson, Foreman. 

Koontz Tyson is still one of the best coal seams in the upper end of 
the region, and if given the attention it merits it could be made one 
of the large, producing and good paying mines. 

There is entirely too much work under this company for one man 
to personally look after, and when there is no responsible head on the 
ground, many things that require immediate- attention, and would 
perhaps save much time and money, are alloi^ed to go unattended. 

The ventilation is fairly good; the same thing^ I spoke of in my last 
report is to some extent true yet; that is, th^' pillaring of the big 
vein greatly disturbs the Tyson when it is 6^ing operated directly 
over the pillaring, as is being done here. 
This is an average inspection during the year: 

wnere Measured ^.j. p^^. ^^ Employes Man 

Intake from the fan 12,270 

Outlet of straight heading 4,620 

Outlet of first right 2,740 

Outlet of second right 1,520 

Outlet of third right 1,210 

Outlet at the mouth 13,640 • 

MARYLAND COAL CO. 

Appleton Mine 

Frank E. Brackett, Superintendent. William Dodds, Foreman. 

The Appleton Mine of the Maryland Coal Company is in the Big 
Vein and is located near Lonaconing on the west side of Georges 
Creek. They ship over the Georges Creek and Cumberland railroad. 

This mine is one of the most desirable in the region in which to 
work; and if* they had observed thtf cut-through law, as they are gen- 
erally doing now, it would have been ideal. 

The miners all get the same number of tons pfr year; that is, all 
those who work steadily, and it is a great source of satisfaction to 
every one concerned I have spoken of this subject before; but it is 
one that too much cannot be said on, and if some of the other com- 
panies would follow thr same course, the feeling of hostility that is 
ever apparent, would, I am sure, iln^part disappear. 

Inside planes are used here for main haulage with horses to do the 
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that rerpains. 

The coal is shipped on the Georges Creek and Cumberland Railroad 
and th^ mine is located near I^onaconing on the m^sc side of Georges 
Creek. Since the Pat ton mine is done they do not operate the large 
fan' but have a small fan at New Detmold that keeps the mine in 
good condition as to ventilation. 

The management here are experiencing considerable trouble with 
drainage, having not made ample provision for draining the flat work 
they knew they were coming to. 

This mine does not work very steady. 

The following from the fan indicates the condition : 



Where Measured ^3^ ^^/^^ EmVyes ^ Man"" 



Intake from the fan: 9,740 30 3Z5 

Outlets are in old work 



AMERICAN COAL COMPANY. 

Jackson Amines 
John T. Dobbie, Superintendent. Robert Gunning, Foreman. 

The Jackson mines in the big vein are being worked out slowly, but 
surely. It is true they are still advancing around **Coon Hollow" 
up Charlestown, and will probably open another opening up there ; 
but 0)% the other side they are about done. 

The condition in the big vein is generally good, the ventilation be- 
ing all that could be desired. The hauling is still done by the loco- 
motive on the tramroad, and the gathering done jy the horses and 
mules at the mines. 

There has been a considerable change in the officials during the 
year; new blood being generally infused into the local management. 
What effect this will have in the operations here remains to be seen. 

No readings are required in the Big Vein, as every place is work- 
ing close to the surface to which holes are made for the purpose of 
ventilation. 

They are located on the west side of Georges Creek near Lona con- 
ing, and ship on the Georges Creek and Cumberland Railroad. 

Tyson Nos. 1 and 2 
Robert Gunning, Foreman. 

At this place the Tyson differs somewhat from any other in the 
Georges Creek basin. It has improved materially in No. 1 mine dur- 
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Moscow No, 1 

Moscow No. 1 on the opposite side of Georges Creek has not been 
working during the year; though there is strong talk of its being 
started up and being vigorously pushed. 

CHAPMAN COAL MINING COMPANY. 

SwANTON Mines 

Edward Clark, Superintendent and Foreman. 

The Swanton mines of the Chapman Coal Mining Company are lo- 
cated at Barton and ships over the Cumberland and Pennsylvania 
railroad. The coal seams mined here are the Tyson and Barton Four- 
Foot. The Tyson is the more important opera ton, the coal being 
from 5 to 7 feet high and]of good quality. They have gotten into line 
in the coal recovery business, and are recovering Oiuch coal that was 
thought to be worked out. I have seen pillar after pillar of the best 
kind of coal standing here, and rooms faced up.-ii) the solid and why 
they were stopped it would be very hard for anyone to satisfactorly 
explain. 

The management here are somewhat careless about their roads and 
drainage, and while there are undoubted difficulties, because of the 
nearness to the surface of the coal ; yet, the proper provisions for 
drainage are not made. 

The ventilation is generally good, though, there is at times care- 
lessness apparent in this respect. 

Barton Four Foot 



The Barton Four-Foot, in operation here, is like some^ other places 
where this important coal seam is being mined. Not enough atten- 
tion paid to it; just letting it drift. This policy will eventually 
drift it ouc of the business. You visit the mine, you find perhaps 
the ventilation within the requirements of the law; but, in seams of 
this size and at this stage of its being mined, there should be two or 
three times the amount required in order to keep it clear of smoke. 
You find a few men working and they being permitted to blast as of- 
ten as they please, and no effort being made to make them work un- 
der proper restrictions, where if the proper conditions prevailed, they 
could double their output. I am now speaking from an economic 
standpoint. 

They ship over the same dump as the Tyson. The coal is of good 
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their company the need of still more. The company has a large acre- 
age here, and some day it will be one of the big coal producers in the 
State. 

PIEDMONT & CUMBERLAND COAL CO. 

James McDonald, Superintendent. 

This is the last time this company will appear in the reports cf the 
Maryland mines; at least until they get other ofcratior'S. 

The Hampshire or Brown's mine they were woikirg herc.llcy rold 
to the Piedmont and Georges Creek Coal Co., and it is now known as 
Washington No. 4, of that company. In another part of this report it 
is described under the head of Washington No. -4. 

DAVIS COAL & COKE COMPANY 

No. 17, OR Buxton 

O. Tibbets, Superintendent. Robert Grant, Fcrcrr-cn. 

The Buxton mine of the Davis'Coal &'Coke Con: p any i^ located rear 
Bloomington and while the opening is in Allegany county much of the 
work done is in Garrett. 

They ship on the Western Maryland Railroad ard arc working the 
Lower Kittanning or Davis six-foot. 

This company have increased their shipments considerably over Ictt 
year, and it is hoped they will continue to c^o to fcr n:ar.y ycais to 
come. 

They have started to penetrate a fault 11. a: was n:cc wi.h in the 
main heading, and it sterns to be improving. It means much to thi3 
community, for there are many people having houses establi:£hcd here 
and dependent upon Buxton for a means of livir.g. 

The mine has been considerably improved during the year hy the 
addition of a new and larger fan on the right side of the mine. This 
has made a decided betterment of the ventilaticr. 

Roads and drainage have been considerably in^irrvcd c'uilrg the 
year. 

This is an average inspection : 



Where Measured ^'^^^^ ^•' ^^^\^' ^-j^ P^r 

wneie Meabured Air per m. Emr.l'yes Man 

Intake from the fan, right side :^.7,800 144 £64 

Outlet of first right h,500 3S 224 

Inside cut in second right 2,87) L'2 130 

Outlet of Stump and Spangler Reading:? :!,1o(> 22 110 

Outlet of Pollock and Ridge heading r>,«'O.J li S5T 

Intake to 4th left 5, 400 o . C7a 

Outlet at the mouth 27,000 

Return to the fan left side 12.64.) . • • 



i of Coal, 



jam Being Dev^ 
lame I Locj 



I* * * * 1 
I * * * * I 



yson 



» • • V • • 



•C 

• • • • I 

^ yson . . 
^ ^ley . . 




Bluebai 
Parker 
Bluebat 
Big Vei 
Big.Ve' 
Big Ve 
Big Ve 
Big Ve 
Big Ve 
Big Vd 
Big Vei 
Big Vel 
Tyson. 
Big Ve 
Big Ve 
Tyson . 
Big Ve 
Tyson\ 
Davis i 
Big Ve 
Big Vti 
Blueba 
Davis g 
Big V^ 
Tyson 
Big Yi 



I 



all 
»s- 
n- 

2y 
y. 

he 

' a 

ie. 

ig 
)1- 

lat 
ng 

is 
•e- 

al. 



He 
gh 



62 



S 



to 
is « 



O- 



9 
r 






a 



y^^ 



^^^^^eL ui nrsc rrgnt 

P^ ^^e cut in second'ri^ht o'o2^ 

in^^;i et of Stump and Snl.; ' i ' • ' ^ • ^'^^'^ 

Ou^/^t of Pollock and R?h"^^^^ Readings .... 2,430 

Out^^^& to 4th left "^^^ heading 5,^)00 

Int^^t, at the mouth ^' *'^*^ 

Out^^^^ra to the fan lefi siHo ^'^'^^'^ 



33 

22 
14 



224 
130 

110 

ty57 

C<5i 



ly 



V 






Total 



Outside 
S Laborers 

>» 

"a Inside 
S Laborers 



OQ 



0) 0} 0) 

c c c 
o o o 



(U 

s c 
o o 



W) o 
Oi o 
00 O kO 

« *> (k 

tH O Oi 



Oi I 
00 < 



c<^ 2 <5 
00 o w 

C^l CO C<1 






Oi t- Oi 
Tl< r-1 »-l 



lO 



o 

U5 



Drivers 



Miners 



CO 

CO 



0) 



>» 

c 

S 

o 

o 

a 

at 

12; 



lO 



la Tj< 



s 



Pi 
o 

C 
CO 

CO 



eg 



(N 



O 



O) 
lO 



<£> 



CO 






^12; 

• C C 

• • • 

• o o 

es u u 






V 

^ 



^ ? « 

O es 






GO 

o 

Eh 



CQ 



^ 



^ ?^ 



a 



Pi-f5 



CO 'r 



s s S 

C 0) 0) 
',^ ^ TZ 



<3) 









4= •• 







U3 



O 



CQ 



CO 



0) 3. 



y 



V- 



-{l> 



A^ 



I 'SI 



y 



r. 



1 



v 



*^ -JrV 



